Washington State
Healthcare-Associated
Infection (HAI)

External Validation of Acute
Care Hospital HAI Data:

Central Line-Associated Bloodstream Infection (CLABSI)

According to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Washington State
Healthcare-Associated Infection (HAI) Reporting Statute, acute care hospitals must report certain
healthcare- associated infections to the Centers for Disease Control's (CDC) National Healthcare
Safety Network (NHSN). This data reporting improves patient safety. The Washington State
Department of Health (DOH) Healthcare- Associated Infections (HAI) Epidemiology team
reviews the data and can assist hospitals in reporting.

2022 HAI Validation: CLABSI

A central line (also known as a central venous catheter) is a
catheter (tube) that doctors often place in a large vein in the
neck, chest, or groin to give medication or fluids or to collect
blood for medical tests. A central line-associated bloodstream
infection (CLABSI) is a serious infection that occurs when
germs (usually bacteria) enter the bloodstream through the
central line.
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In the US, CLABSI
increases mortality by



https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.70.056

Methodology

The HAI Epidemiology team performed validation of 2022 CLABSI data that was reported to NHSN.
There were 22 acute care hospitals in 10 counties that participated in the CLABSI event validation. The
team selected hospitals according to the 2022 NHSN Toolkit and Guidance for External Validation. The
process included reviewing up to 40 positive blood cultures for each hospital using a standardized tool.
The team determined whether the events met reporting criteria and compared the determination with
what the hospital reported to NHSN.

Validations by County

Washington counties where external CLABSI validations were conducted

Snohomish
Kitsap . Spokane
King
Grant
Pierce
Thurston
Lewis
Yakima
Clark

The DOH epidemiologist(s) and the hospital Infection Prevention team settled any discrepancies.
A discrepancy was defined as a situation where the DOH epidemiologists’ and the hospital Infection
Preventionists’' reporting determinations were different.
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https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/validation/2022/2022-nhsn-ev-guidance-508.pdf

Results
In total, 883 cases were reviewed across the 22 hospitals. Of the hospitals validated, 12 (54%) had no
discrepancies. Of those facilities with discrepancies, most had fewer than 10% discrepancies; there were

20 (0.02%) total discrepancies.
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Please contact HAI@doh.wa.gov with any questions.

' . Washington state pepartment ot DOH 420-549 October 2023

. H E A LT H To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please
call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov.
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