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Vaccines arrive in Washington State, people in Phase 1a will begin to receive 
vaccinations this week 

OLYMPIA – The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) is happy to announce that 
COVID-19 vaccines are on the ground in Washington state, and this week, the first doses will be 
administered to high-risk health workers, as well as patients and residents of long-term care 
facilities. 

The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is a two-dose vaccine, given 21 days apart. Clinical 
trial data show the vaccine is 95% effective at preventing COVID-19 infection starting 7 days 
after the second dose. Individuals will not be considered fully protected until 1 to 2 weeks after 
they receive the second dose. The clinical trials revealed no major unanticipated adverse events. 

“This vaccine is a sign of hope that the pandemic is something we can overcome,” says Secretary 
of Health John Wiesman. “We still have a long way to go to beat COVID-19, but this is the tool 
that will start saving lives immediately.” 

“We believe that if everything goes according to plan, we’ll have most people in Washington 
vaccinated by mid-summer,” says Michele Roberts, one of the leaders of the DOH COVID-19 
vaccine planning group. “The rapid development of these vaccines, with such a high rate of 
efficacy, is a historic achievement, and will help us defeat COVID-19.” 

First distribution 

We expect to receive 62,400 doses of vaccine this week. The first distribution will go to 17 sites 
across 13 counties. The first doses of vaccine will go to people in Phase 1a. This phase includes 
high-risk workers in health care settings, high-risk first responders, and patients and staff of 
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long-term care facilities. We estimate around 500,000 people in Washington will be eligible for 
the vaccine in phase 1a. Read more details about phase 1a here. 

In this first phase of vaccination, we will only be sharing the names of counties receiving 
vaccine, and the number of doses each county will receive. As we expand to vaccinating broader 
groups in future phases, we will share details about where vaccine is located and let communities 
know how and where to get it. 

Additional shipments 

The federal government has given us an estimated total distribution of 222,000 doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine by the end of December. Regular weekly shipments should begin in January. 

A second pharmaceutical company, Moderna, submitted an EUA application November 30. This 
application will be reviewed December 17. If the EUA is granted and the Moderna vaccine 
approved by the Scientific Safety Review Workgroup, we should get about 183,800 doses by the 
end of December as well. 

Allocation plan 

We’ll know more about who will be vaccinated in later phases from guidance made by the 
CDC's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. You can view the interim plan on our 
coronavirus vaccine webpage, www.CovidVaccineWA.org. 

We will share the allocation and prioritization guides for future vaccine phases in the coming 
weeks. 

Emergency Use Authorization issued for Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine 

On Friday, December 12th, the FDA issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for use of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine in people aged 16 and older on Friday. The Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) also voted to recommend this vaccine for use in 
persons aged 16 and older for the prevention of COVID-19. 

The Scientific Safety Review Workgroup - which includes Washington, Oregon, Nevada, 
Colorado and California - met December 10th and 11th to review the safety and efficacy data for 
the vaccine. The 17-member workgroup voted unanimously to recommend the vaccine for 
immediate use. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2FPortals%2F1%2FDocuments%2F1600%2Fcoronavirus%2FVaccineAllocationPhase1A.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.portner%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc40172ae54554ebd31c808d8a052125f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637435621662666557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ypgKaBkkuLw03YBtEw9aL2HH4XFQBwDPCLycf228VH8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.covidvaccinewa.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.portner%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc40172ae54554ebd31c808d8a052125f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637435621662666557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=G1hI9jiw6xb5Vk8ObkFD5w1XD9H9sIxQ2A9hj7bIX2s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Femergency-preparedness-and-response%2Fcoronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19%2Fpfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.portner%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc40172ae54554ebd31c808d8a052125f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637435621662676517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=spBsjs4SigtwykRAacfBQtVwkS2S18%2BVIo5arZG5tSY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Facip%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.portner%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc40172ae54554ebd31c808d8a052125f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637435621662676517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=DEBSxw9eoIxjMtqAB4rBGWUtQlcNCttZyGmoWAG2eaU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Facip%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.portner%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc40172ae54554ebd31c808d8a052125f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637435621662676517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=DEBSxw9eoIxjMtqAB4rBGWUtQlcNCttZyGmoWAG2eaU%3D&reserved=0
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Media Pool 

Still photography and video of the vaccine’s arrival in Washington State will be available via 
media pool, provided jointly the Seattle Times and KIRO 7 TV. Location for the pool will be a 
UW Medical Center in the Seattle area, one of the initial distribution sites for vaccine. A live 
feed, provided by KIRO 7 TV, will be available for broadcasters in the 9am hour (PST), with 
downloadable video & stills to follow. 

The DOH website is your source for a healthy dose of information. Find us on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter. Sign up for the DOH blog, Public Health Connection.  

### 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.portner%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc40172ae54554ebd31c808d8a052125f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637435621662676517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=f7DcYR5o2c4suA%2FFNNSuPhk5LZHabYazBuGjAaTpkng%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FWashington-State-Department-of-Health%2F117762158270896&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.portner%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc40172ae54554ebd31c808d8a052125f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637435621662686473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2GNgpoDCMKRFec6leEQSZTyPhsdCo8MsaDhU%2Fo2uTPU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FWashington-State-Department-of-Health%2F117762158270896&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.portner%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc40172ae54554ebd31c808d8a052125f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637435621662686473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2GNgpoDCMKRFec6leEQSZTyPhsdCo8MsaDhU%2Fo2uTPU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fwadepthealth&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.portner%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc40172ae54554ebd31c808d8a052125f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637435621662686473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AzdoqM7CxyvRguyOGgQyG2VTowXYskMv4lv0SERx5LE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fwadepthealth&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.portner%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc40172ae54554ebd31c808d8a052125f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637435621662696430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gaXCm%2Bmsux31E0ORTt44sLTN15jJjSpI3GlHJQEk6qI%3D&reserved=0
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