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WAC 246-290-490 (7)(b) and WAC 51-56-0603.4.2 require inspection and testing by a 

Department of Health certified Backflow Assembly Tester (BAT) after installation, reinstallation, 

relocation, or repair of all backflow assemblies. Installation, maintenance, and repair of 

backflow assemblies installed inside a building require other licenses and registrations issued by 

the Department of Labor and Industries (L&I). The following table indicates the required 

licenses, registrations, and certifications required for each scenario found in the field. 

 

 

Backflow Assembly Testing, Installation, and Repair 

Required Certifications and Registrations 

Scope of Work on Backflow 

Assembly 

DOH BAT 

Certification 

RCW18.27 

Construction 

Contractor 

RCW18.106 

Plumbing 

Contractor 

L & I Plumber 

Certificate 

Testing and Inspection of All 

Backflow Assemblies 
Yes No No No 

Installation, Repair, and, 

Maintenance Outside 

Buildings 

Advised 
RCW 18.27 or 

RCW18.106 

RCW 18.27 or 

RCW18.106 
No 

Repair and Maintenance 

Inside Residential Buildings 
Advised No Yes 

PL01 or PL02 or 

PL30 

Repair and Maintenance 

Inside Commercial Buildings 
Advised No Yes PL01 or PL30 

Installation Inside 

Residential Buildings 
Advised No Yes PL01 or PL02 

Installation Inside 

Commercial Buildings 
Advised No Yes PL01 

 

 It’s recommended that individuals installing, maintaining, or repairing backflow 

assemblies possess a DOH issued BAT certification (or consult a BAT certified person) to 

ensure compliance with current industry standards. 

 If more than one certification/registration is marked in this table, the individual must 

possess all indicated certifications/registrations to comply with RCW 18.106 RCW, 18.27 

RCW & 70.119 RCW. 

 L&I Plumber Certifications: Journey Level Plumber (PL01), Residential Plumber (PL02), 

Backflow Specialty Plumber (PL30). 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-290-490
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=51-56-0600
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.106
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.27
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.27
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/dispo.aspx?cite=70.119
https://lni.wa.gov/licensing-permits/plumbing/plumber-certification/#journey-level-and-medical-gas


To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or 

hard of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email 

civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 

 If a BAT provides installation, maintenance, or repair services for her/his employer only, 

and the employer owns the premises in which the assembly is located, neither contractor 

registration, plumbing contractor registration, nor plumber certification is required. 

For questions on L&I rules and regulations 
Contact Bruce Springer 

Department of Labor and Industries, Safety Compliance Services Div. 

Phone:  360-902-4768 

Email:    sprb235@lni.wa.gov 

For more information 
Our publications are online at doh.wa.gov/drinkingwater. 

Contact our nearest regional office from 8 AM to 5 PM, Monday through Friday. If you have an 

after-hours emergency, call 877-481-4901. 

Eastern Region, Spokane Valley 509-329-2100. 

Northwest Region, Kent 253-395-6750. 

Southwest Region, Tumwater 360-236-3030. 

mailto:civil.rights@doh.wa.gov
mailto:sprb235@lni.wa.gov
http://www.doh.wa.gov/drinkingwater
https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/DrinkingWater/OfficesandStaff/EasternRegionalOfficeStaff
https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/DrinkingWater/OfficesandStaff/NorthwestRegionalOfficeStaff
https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/DrinkingWater/OfficesandStaff/SouthwestRegionalOfficeStaff

