
 

Dear colleagues,  
 
My name is Angela Vasa MSN, RN, and I am the Director for Isolation and Quarantine at Nebraska Medicine 
serving as the Principal Investigator for a Nebraska Medicine award from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s (CDC) (CDC-RFA-CK19-1905). I am contacting you today on behalf of our team at The 
Nebraska Medical Center, supporting the initiative to advance infection prevention and control programs as part 
of Project Firstline, CDC’s national training collaborative for healthcare infection prevention and control.  
 
Ms. Lauren Hinkle RN, BSN, Lead Infection Preventionist, has led our team of subject matter experts in the 
development of a novel assessment tool to evaluate and advance infection prevention and control programs in 
small, rural, and critical access hospitals. The team, which included leading experts in infection prevention and 
control across multiple organizations (including the CDC), has incorporated current guidelines, regulatory 
standards, and professional organization recommendations in the development of the SLICE (Self Led Infection 
Control Evaluation) tool. SLICE is a series of 14 online assessment domains that cover topics foundational to a 
successful infection prevention and control program. These assessments allow and empower frontline infection 
preventionists (IPs) to evaluate their programs and receive immediate feedback and gap mitigation resources 
for identified areas of opportunity.   
 
We kindly request your assistance in identifying and recruiting IPs in rural and critical access acute care 
facilities within your jurisdiction or network to test the beta version of the SLICE tool. Their engagement and 
feedback will greatly assist us in enhancing this tool and further developing resources for frontline IPs in these 
settings.  
 
Pilot participants will be assigned either 1) a singular domain; 2) all 14 domains or 3) any variation in between 
depending on their availability. After completion of the assigned domain(s), participants will be asked to 
complete a post-survey evaluation. It is anticipated that each domain and the post-evaluation survey will take 
approximately 30-45 minutes to complete. A financial incentive per domain completed is available to 
compensate them for their time and support of the pilot testing. Please reply to nics.ipadmin@unmc.edu with 
any clarifying questions you may have about this opportunity.   
 
If you are interested and able to help us with this promotion, please indicate your preferred method for 
contacting colleagues in your state by emailing us at nics.ipadmin@unmc.edu.  
Potential methods for promotion include:  

1. You may forward this email and the recruitment flyer directly to the IP colleagues in your 
state.  
2. You may provide us with the specific facility and IP contact information, and our team will 
reach out to them directly.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration in promoting this opportunity to IPs in your area. Your support will 
greatly assist us in advancing infection prevention and control preparedness in rural and critical access 
settings.  
 
Respectfully,  
 

Angela Vasa MSN, RN  
Pronouns: she/her/hers  
Director, Isolation and Quarantine   
Nebraska Medicine  
982470 | Omaha, Ne 68198  
office 402.559.1714 | cell 402.443.7278  
avasa@nebraskamed.com    

Lauren Hinkle RN, BSN  
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers  
Infection Preventionist  
Nebraska Medicine  
984031 NE Medical Center, Omaha, NE 68198-4031  
402.332.8861  
lhinkle@nebraskamed.com 
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