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Introductions

John Williams Eric Hernandez
Acting Executive Director Program Manager

Community Health Systems Certificate of Need
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Housekeeping

Other DOH Staff on the call
This is not a rule making session
Please mute yourself if you are not talking
Please hold your question until the end or place 

the question in chat.
During the question/answer session please use 

the raise hand feature
Slides will be posted to our website and a link 

provided in chat
Please use the chat feature if you experience 

technical difficulties
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Agenda

Brief Overview of CN
Current Goals 
Listening Sessions Outline
Brief Review of Rules Process
Questions
Contact page
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Our Mission, Role and Values

Department of Health’s mission: Protect and 
improve the health of people in Washington.

Health System Quality Assurance Division role:
Assure people have access to safe, 
equitable, and high-quality health care 
services through regulation and education. 

Our values: Patient safety, access to care, 
equity, innovation and engagement.
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Ian Corbridge
Office Director

John Williams
Executive Director

Christie Spice
Acting Asst. Secretary

Eric Hernandez
Program Manager

Seven
Program Staff

Dr. Umair Shah
Secretary of Health

Lacy Fehrenbach
Deputy Secretary 
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CN in Washington

People in communities have access to 
needed, safe and affordable healthcare.
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What is Certificate of Need (CN)?

CN promotes the planned and orderly 
development of healthcare facilities.
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Facility Development Programs

Certificate of 
Need

Construction 
Review

Facility
Licensing

DOH 260-046 June 2022



Washington State Department of Health | 10

Ideas behind CN

Access Quality Stability

Cost
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History of CN in Washington

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

1st CN program
NY State

National Health Planning and 
Resources Development Act
• Federal Funding
• Mandate

Effectively all 
states have CN

Federal program 
sunsets

1974 - WA State 
passes legislation
creating CN.

1989 - WA State healthcare 
planning system sunsets.  

• CN moves from DSHS to DOH
• Legislature removes capital 

expenditures from CN review

2010 - WA State 
Courts found that
CN does not violate
Anti-trust laws

2015 - WA State Courts 
found that CN cannot 
consider merger as 
reviewable

Centers for Medicaid/Medicare 
begins to shift reimbursement 
structure to contain cost
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Two Tracks

Strategic 
Listening 
Session 

Tactical
Projects 

Structural AdjustmentsBig Concepts

Short Specific Results
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Listening Sessions

Strategic
Project

Structural AdjustmentsBig Concepts
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Rulemaking Workshops

Short Specific ResultsTactical
Projects

- Hospice methodology
- PCI hospital volume standards
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Hospice methodology

WAC 246-310-290(8)(e)
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PCI volume standards

WAC 246-310-720(2)
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June
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2
Oct

3
Dec. 31

2022
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Rule Development Process

Rule Proposal Rule Adoption

1 2 3
Rule Inquiry

Public 
Input 
Phase

DOH 260-046 June 2022



Washington State Department of Health | 19

Draft 
Published Submit 

Comments Public Workshop
Meeting 1
June 14, 2022

Submit
Comments Public Workshop 

Meeting 2

Revised 
Draft

Additional 
Workshops  

if needed

1
Rule Inquiry

June 22, 2022
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Public Workshop
• Topics include:

• Process overview
• PCI 
• Hospice methodology

• Provide feedback on the 
draft (verbal or written)

1
Rule Inquiry
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Draft published:
Hospital volume 
for PCI 
and 
Hospice 
methodology
www.doh.wa.gov/cn

Listserv (GovDelivery)

CNRulemaking@doh.wa.gov

1
Rule Inquiry
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http://www.doh.wa.gov/cn
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new
mailto:CNRulemaking@doh.wa.gov
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Three Phases of Rule Development

Rule Proposal Rule Adoption

1 2 3
Rule Inquiry

Public rules hearing date: 
Mid-October 2022
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Three Phases of Rule Development

Rule Proposal Rule Adoption

1 2 3
Rule Inquiry

Goal effective date: 
end of December 2022
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Questions
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Certificate of 
Need Website
www.doh.wa.gov/cn

Listserv (GovDelivery)
• June Workshops
• Listening Sessions
• Updates
Rule-Making Activities
• Drafts
• Updates
• Contacts

CNRulemaking@doh.wa.gov
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https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/facilities-z/certificate-need/rule-making-activities
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/facilities-z/certificate-need/rule-making-activities
mailto:CNRulemaking@doh.wa.gov


Introductions

John Williams Eric Hernandez
john.williams@doh.wa.gov eric.hernandez@doh.wa.gov
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Washington State Department of Health is committed to providing customers with forms
and publications in appropriate alternate formats. Requests can be made by calling

800-525-0127 or by email at civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. TTY users dial 711.
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