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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
EMERGENCY RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

      

CR-103E (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.350 

and 34.05.360) 
 

Agency: Department of Health - Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission       

Effective date of rule: 
Emergency Rules 

☒     Immediately upon filing. 

☐     Later (specify)       

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: Medication assistance in community-based and in-home care settings. As provided in RCW 69.41.010 (15) the 
Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission (commission) and Department of Health (department) are filing jointly to reinstate 
medication assistance rules as permitted under chapter 69.41 RCW by adopting new rules in WACs 246-945-710, 246-945-
712, 246-945-714, 246-945-716, 246-945-718, 246-945-720, 246-945-722, 246- 945-724, 246-945-726, and 246-945-728. 
This adopted emergency rule will extend WSR 23-07-056 filed on March 09, 2023 without change. 
 
This rule establishes criteria for medication assistance in community-based and in-home care settings in accordance with 
chapter 69.41 RCW. The definition for medication assistance provided in RCW 69.41.010(15) states: 
 
"Medication assistance" means assistance rendered by a nonpractitioner to an individual residing in a community-based care 
setting or in-home care setting to facilitate the individual's self-administration of a legend drug or controlled substance. It 
includes reminding or coaching the individual, handing the medication container to the individual, opening the individual's 
medication container, using an enabler, or placing the medication in the individual's hand, and such other means of 
medication assistance as defined by rule adopted by the department. 
 
These emergency rules provide further definitions for terms used within this definition such as "enabler" and establish those 
"other means of medication assistance as defined by rule adopted by the department." These rules help impacted individuals 
retain their independence and live in the least restrictive setting, such as their own home, longer by providing means and 
guidance for medication assistance. 
 

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New: WAC 246-945-710, 246-945-712, 246-945-714, 246-945-716, 246-945-718, 246-945-720, 246-945-722, 246- 945-
724, 246-945-726, 246-945-728          
Repealed: None      
Amended: None      
Suspended: None      

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 18.64.005; RCW 69.41.010(15); RCW 69.41.075      

Other authority:       

EMERGENCY RULE 
     Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds: 

     ☒    That immediate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the preservation of the public health, 

safety, or general welfare, and that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to comment upon 
adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public interest. 

     ☐     That state or federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of federal funds requires immediate 

adoption of a rule. 
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Reasons for this finding: The commission's new chapter, chapter 246-945 WAC, became effective in July 2020. The old 
rules, including the former rules on medication assistance (chapter 246-888 WAC), were repealed in March 2021. The 
commission's repeal of chapter 246-888 WAC has resulted in unintended disruptions for medication assistance in the 
community-based and in-home care settings permitted under chapter 69.41 RCW. Emergency rulemaking is necessary to 
immediately restore medication assistance regulations to preserve patient safety and welfare while the commission and the 
department work on permanent rulemaking. The CR-101 was filed on December 27, 2021 under WSR 22-02-015. Permanent 
rulemaking was originally delayed due to the novel coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic but is still in progress. Commission staff 
and the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) met for preliminary discussions regarding draft language. Drafts of 
the amended rule language were written by commission staff and shared with DSHS personnel for interagency review. The 
commission will distribute draft language to the public leading up to the planned workshops in early fall of 2023. 
      

Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New 0     Amended 0     Repealed 0      

Federal rules or standards:  New 0     Amended 0     Repealed 0      

Recently enacted state statutes:  New 0     Amended 0     Repealed 0      

  

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New   0     Amended 0     Repealed 0      

  

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New   10     Amended 0     Repealed 0      

  

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New   0     Amended 0     Repealed 0      

  

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New 0     Amended 0     Repealed 0      

Pilot rule making:  New 0     Amended 0    Repealed 0      

Other alternative rule making:  New 10     Amended 0     Repealed 0      

  

Date Adopted:   7/6/2023    

 

Name: Kenneth Kenyon, PharmD, MBA | Kristin Peterson, 
JD for Umair A. Shah MD, MPH      
 

Title: Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission Chair | 
Chief of Policy for Secretary of Health      

Signature: 
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