
STATE OF WASHINGTON  
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

PO Box 47890  Olympia, Washington 98504-7890  
 Tel: 360-236-4030  711 Washington Relay Service 

August 15, 2023 

Dear Honorable Tribal Leaders & Tribal Partners, 

SUBJECT:  Invitation to Consultation 

In accordance with chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and DOH 
Consultation and Collaboration Procedure, we invite collaboration with Indian tribes and tribal 
organizations in the development of policies, agreements, and program implementation that directly 
affects Indian tribes and tribal people. 

This is in follow-up to the Dear Tribal Leader Letter sent June 14th, 2023, for Department of Health 
Implementation of New Grant Programs During 2023-2025 Biennium, DOH held a Tribal Listening 
Session on August 8, 2023. 

 The presentation and summary of what we heard at the listening session regarding establishing three 
new grant programs centering environmental justice and climate change is attached. Participants from 
the listening session requested we move forward with scheduling roundtables & consultation, 
accordingly:  

Date Time Virtual URL 

Tribal 
Roundtable #1 

Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2023 
3:30 – 5:00 pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87451955979?pwd=b0F2MHNwOXh
yV3dLQlA3ZDl3QXhuZz09 

Mobile 
253-215-8782
253-205-0468

Meeting ID: 874 5195 5979 
Passcode: 522408 

Tribal 
Roundtable #2 

Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023 
3:30 – 5:00 pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89512150507?pwd=Vklic1hxakJlRjZ
2UjZRb01BKzBoUT09 

Mobile 
253-215-8782
253-205-0468

Meeting ID: 895 1215 0507 
Passcode: 474606 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/relations/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/DTLL-EnvironmentalJusticeGrants.pdf?uid=64db9eed78813
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/DTLL-EnvironmentalJusticeGrants.pdf?uid=64db9eed78813
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87451955979?pwd=b0F2MHNwOXhyV3dLQlA3ZDl3QXhuZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87451955979?pwd=b0F2MHNwOXhyV3dLQlA3ZDl3QXhuZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89512150507?pwd=Vklic1hxakJlRjZ2UjZRb01BKzBoUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89512150507?pwd=Vklic1hxakJlRjZ2UjZRb01BKzBoUT09
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Consultation Wednesday, Sept. 27, 2023 
3:30 – 5:00 pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89008433248?pwd=M3BiVENHbUJ6
cmFxUVdvVHZVNE15QT09 

Mobile 
253-215-8782
253-205-0468

Meeting ID: 890 0843 3248 
Passcode: 627428 

If you need additional information or want to provide written comments, please contact Laura Johnson, 
Office Director for Environmental Public Health Sciences, at 360-236-3325 or 
laura.johnson@doh.wa.gov. 

For tribal related matters please contact Candice Wilson – Quatz'tenaut, Tribal Policy Director, at 360-
819-7626 or candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov.

Respectfully, 

Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH 
Secretary of Health 

Enclosed: proviso language, summary of listening session, presentation given at listening session 

cc: The Honorable AJ Dotzauer, Tulalip Tribes 
The Honorable Misty Napeahi, Tulalip Tribes 
Erika Baker, Office Deputy Director, Environmental Public Health Sciences, Dept Of Health 
Lacy Fehrenbach, Chief of Prevention, Safety and Health, Department of Health  
Kristopher Holiday, Chief of Strategic Partnerships, Department of Health 
Lauren Jenks, Assistant Secretary of Environmental Public Health, Department of Health 
Elizabeth Perez, Chief of Public Affairs and Equity, Department of Health 
Kristin Peterson, Chief of Policy, Planning & Evaluation, Department of Health 
Sierra Rotakhina, Environnemental Justice Council Manager 
Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, Department of Health 
Candice Wilson – Quatz’tenaut (Lummi), Tribal Policy Director, Department of Health 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89008433248?pwd=M3BiVENHbUJ6cmFxUVdvVHZVNE15QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89008433248?pwd=M3BiVENHbUJ6cmFxUVdvVHZVNE15QT09
mailto:laura.johnson@doh.wa.gov
mailto:candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov
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August 9, 2023

Environmental Justice Grants 
Tribal Listening Session



Washington State Department of Health | 2

Government-to-Government 
Commitment
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AGENDA 

Welcome & Introductions/Candice

Inviting Tribal Collaboration/Laura

Overview of the New Grant 
Programs/Laura

Discussion/All

Next steps, including invite for continued 
collaboration & Closing/Candice
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2021:
• Chapter 70A.02 RCW, or the Healthy Environment for All (HEAL) Act 

directs the Department of Health to staff an Environmental Justice 
Council. Council includes four tribal representatives: 

• Hon. Jarred-Michael Erickson – Member from tribal community, Eastern 
Washington

• Vacant - Member from tribal community, Western Washington 
• Hon. Misty Napeahi (delegate: AJ Dotzauer) - Member from tribal community 

(added through CCA)
• Vacant - Member from tribal community (added through CCA)

• Chapter 70A.65 RCW, or the Climate Commitment Act (CCA) caps and 
reduces greenhouse gas emissions. 

• At least 35% of funds invested in projects that benefit 
overburdened communities, and a minimum of 10% go to 
projects with tribal support

Background

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.02
https://waportal.org/partners/home/environmental-justice-council
https://waportal.org/partners/home/environmental-justice-council
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.65
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2022: 
• Environmental Justice Council convenes, develops by-

laws and processes, and advise agencies. 
2023:
• Environmental Justice Council adopts CCA funding 

recommendations and budget priorities.
• Consultation on the Environmental Health Disparities 

map, ongoing improvements based on tribal concerns, 
and hiring Tribal Relations Equity and Social Justice 
Strategist 

• EHD map is an interactive mapping tool that provides 
insights into prioritizing public investments and 
decisions

Background continued

https://waportal.org/sites/default/files/documents/EJ%20Council%20CCA%20Funding%20Recommendations_1.26.2023.pdf
https://waportal.org/sites/default/files/documents/EJ%20Council%20CCA%20Funding%20Recommendations_1.26.2023.pdf
https://waportal.org/sites/default/files/documents/EJ%20Council%20Budget%20Recommendations_2.28.2023.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/washington-environmental-health-disparities-map
https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/washington-environmental-health-disparities-map
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HEAL Capacity Workplace Safety Community Budget

• $26,355,000
• One-time funding
• Provide funding for capacity 

to engage in HEAL:
• Agencies’ implementation
• Env Justice Council
• Env Health Disparities map

• At least 50% to tribes and 
tribal orgs

• Funding may be used to 
hire or contract staff

• $10,000,000
• Ongoing funding
• Support workers 

impacted by climate 
change

• $38,600,000
• One-time funding
• Community-

recommended 
decarbonization* and 
resiliency projects in five 
communities 

*reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions

Grant Programs Overview
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Discussion

Any questions?

Any concerns?

Any additional feedback or 
recommendations to guide 
DOH’s implementation?
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NEXT STEPS
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Thank You!
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Contact Information

Candice Wilson –Quatz'tenaut
(Lummi)
Tribal Policy Director
Policy, Planning and Evaluation
Washington State Department 
of Health
candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov
360-819-7626

Laura Johnson
Office Director
Environmental Public Health 
Sciences
Washington State Department of 
Health
laura.johnson@doh.wa.gov
360-236-3325 

To join the HEAL Act Newsletter:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new?topic_id=
WADOH_909

mailto:candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov
mailto:laura.johnson@doh.wa.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new?topic_id=WADOH_909
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new?topic_id=WADOH_909


To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 
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