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Penicillin Allergy Labels: Disclosures
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Penicillin Allergy Labels: Agenda

• Brief overview of PCN allergy 

labels

• Describe UW’s Current Initiatives

✓ Decision tools

✓ Pre-op

• Vision for Primary Care



Penicillin Allergy Labels: A Hot Mess 

“I’m allergic to penicillin” 

• 10% of Americans report a “penicillin allergy”

• > 90% of these are bogus! (nausea, yeast infxn....)

• Beta-lactams are generally safe, effective, well-

tolerated

• 50% increase in surgical site infections and adverse 

reactions with second-line abx (vanco alone, clinda, FQ)

Blumenthal Clin Infect Dis 2018



“History is key”

• WHAT? (Airway? Intubation? Itching? “Hives” used differently by folks)

• WHEN? (Relation to dose? >10 years ago?)

• WHO? (Witnessed, recorded, historical?)

• Beware of bad info in the EMR!

• Patient need elective surgery? Often on abx? You have time to get this right!

• Start thinking about abx allergies before abx are needed

Penicillin Allergy Labels: Opportunity!



PEN-FAST tool

• Predicts risk of patient having a positive penicillin 

skin test

• Does not address cephalosporin cross-reactivity 

or ceph allergies

Penicillin Allergy Labels: A Way Forward!

Copaescu JAMA 2023





Antibiotic Allergies: A Way Forward 
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“Got Antibiotic Allergies? There’s an App for That!”

University of Washington Team PAL-ergy

Try Me!



Penicillin Allergy Labels: Periop Prophylaxis

4/1/23: Email reminder to UWMC surgeons & anesthesiologists

• Use cefazolin for periop ppx whenever possible

• This includes most PAL patients

• PAL assessment guidance online 

• UPDATED ordersets to allow for correct ordering
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Penicillin Allergy Labels: Periop Prophylaxis

UWMC MontlakeUWMC Montlake
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ASSESSASSASASSESS NOW for History of cutaneous reactions related to penicillin (Steve Johnson's , TEN or DRESS)

You have ordered a cephalosporin in a patient with a penicillin allergy

If the patient had this type 
reaction, REMOVE and choose an 
alternative antibiotic. 

Review OCCAM for alternatives.

If not, KEEP and proceed.

This cephalosporin is SAFE in 
patients with hives, rash, or 
anaphylaxis to penicillin.

YES NO

Penicillin Allergy Labels:  Alerts
Upcoming 
updates!



Cephalexin, Cefadroxil, Cefprozil and Cefaclor are structurally similar to penicillin and your patient may have a 
reaction.

ASSESS the allergy to penicillin OR select an alternative antibiotic.

Penicillin Allergy Assessment Tool (https://redcap.iths.org/surveys/?s=7HJ8HMY87A7C7NRJ)

DEFAULT to Remove

Penicillin Allergy Labels: Pharmacy Alerts
Upcoming 
updates!

https://redcap.iths.org/surveys/?s=7HJ8HMY87A7C7NRJ


Penicillin Allergy Labels: Primary Care

Pilot Options: Things to Try in Primary Care for 3 Months

✓ Keep labels on the agenda, regardless of visit diagnosis

✓ MA confirms allergy labels at check-in asks pt if they want to 

discuss their allergies. If so, chart flagged for you

✓ PCP / UC provider discuss allergy label, or if too busy ask MA to 

schedule pt for a non-urgent telemed visit

✓ Outreach to patients across the practice, alerting them to 

importance of discussing this with PCP
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Penicillin Allergy Labels: Conclusions

• Bogus labels are common, and 

bad for pts—and doctors

• PAL-ergy tool is free & open 

source

• Primary Care can address this 

relatively painlessly: Time to deal 

with labels is before pt needs 

antibiotics

Try Me!

THANK YOU


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17

