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Office of the Secretary 

PO Box 47890, Olympia WA, 98504-7890 
Telephone:360-236-4030 / 711 Washington State Relay 

 
 
November 30, 2023 
 
 
Dear Honorable Tribal Leaders and Tribal Partners: 
 
 
SUBJECT: Consultation – Consultation Closure on Environmental Justice Capacity Grant 
 
Please be advised, consultation for the development of the Healthy Environment for All (HEAL) 
Act Capacity grant program held on September 27 and October 27, 2023, has closed. 
Consultation in response to the passage of the Healthy Environment for All (HEAL) Act, 
including RCW 70A.02.100, required the Washington State Department of Health to offer RCW 
43.376 Government-to-Government Relationship with Indian tribes on the significant agency 
actions. The development of this new grant program is a significant agency action under 
RCW 70A.02.010.  
 
As a result of the consultation, and preceding listening session and roundtable discussions, we 
have committed to:  

• Creating a clear, simple, and flexible grant process that respects Tribal sovereignty and 
incorporates learnings from DOH and other state agency contracting efforts with Tribes. 

• Holding a short initial application period for priority review and allowing rolling 
application submissions. 

• Allowing reallocation of unspent funds. 
• Allowing self-determination in application and scopes of work, while also providing 

templates to support the uniqueness of each Tribe and reduce administrative burdens on 
Tribes. 

• Allowing both reimbursement and prepayment-based funding options for Tribes.  
• Limiting the collection of Tribal data and protecting data to the extent allowable by law.  
• Creating ongoing, frequent, and meaningful opportunities for collaboration as this and the 

other environmental justice focused grant programs are developed.  

At consultation and the following comment period, we heard a preference to prioritize funding to 
Federally Recognized Indian Tribes with HEAL Act impacts to rights and interests in their Tribal 
lands (RCW 70A.02.010). We were advised to prioritize the full 50% of the funding reserved in 
the proviso for Tribes. Understanding that Tribal organizations will be eligible for the remaining 
funding as they serve overburdened communities, and that Tribes may contract with Tribal 
organizations for this work.  
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.02
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.02.100
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.02.010
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.02.010
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We are following this advice and will develop and announce the grant application for these funds 
within the next month. Fifty percent of the available funds for capacity grants totals $11,700,000 
which translates to $403,450 per Tribe.  
 
The funds will support Tribes in providing guidance and input to covered agencies implementing 
the HEAL Act, the Environmental Justice Council, and the Department of Health on updates to 
the Environmental Health Disparities Map.  
 
As advised through collaboration and consultation we will have a short initial application period 
for priority review and then review applications on a rolling basis. We will reallocate unspent 
funds to Tribes that request additional funding. Tribal organizations will be eligible for any 
unspent funds, not to exceed 15% of the funds reserved for Tribes and Tribal organizations. The 
period of performance for all awards will end by June 30, 2025. 
 
The Washington State Department of Health looks forward to continued collaboration on this 
important issue.  
 
If you should have any questions, please contact Candice Wilson, our agency’s Tribal Policy 
Director, at 360-819-7626 or candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov. 
 
Best, 
 
 
 
Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH 
Secretary of Health  
 
Enclosures: Consultation Presentation and Summary 9/27/23, Consultation Presentation and 
Summary 10/27/23 
 
cc:  The Honorable Misty Napeahi, Tulalip Tribes 

Lacy Fehrenbach, Chief of Prevention, Safety and Health, Department of Health 
Kristopher Holiday, Chief of Strategic Partnerships, Department of Health 
Lauren Jenks, Assistant Secretary of Environmental Public Health, Department of Health 
Laura Johnson, Office Director, Environmental Public Health Sciences, Dept of Health 
Elizabeth Perez, Chief of Public Affairs and Equity, Department of Health 
Kristin Peterson, Chief of Policy, Planning & Evaluation, Department of Health 
Sierra Rotakhina, Manager, Environmental Justice Council 
Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, Department of Health 
Candice Wilson – Quatz’tenaut (Lummi), Tribal Policy Director, Department of Health 

 
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.02.010
https://waportal.org/partners/home/environmental-justice-council
https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/washington-environmental-health-disparities-map
mailto:candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov
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