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Washington Syndemic Planning Group General Meeting 
Notes/Minutes 

Tuesday May 28, 2024 
Virtual Meeting Via Zoom Conference Call  

 
WSPG Members Attendance: 
 

Name Present Away 
Ann Mumford  ☐ 
Brigette Young  ☐ 
Christina Jackson  ☐ 
Ella Deverse  ☐ 
Ernest Walker  ☐ 
Howard Russell  ☐ 
James Sammuels ☐  
James Tillett  ☐ 
Jsani Henry  ☐ 
Kathleen Wilcox ☐  
Lara West ☐  
Lisa Al-Hakim  ☐ 

 

Name  Present Away 
Mario Banuelos  ☐ 
Nia Sipili (Fania)  ☐ 
Monte Levine  ☐ 
Omero Perez  ☐ 
Remy Styrkowicz  ☐ 
Tamara Foreman  ☐ 
Tyrell Jackson  ☐ 
Tanaya Davis  ☐ 
Victor Loo  ☐ 
Walter McKenzie ☐  
William Harrison  ☐ 
Yob Benami  ☐ 
Elizabeth Crutsinger-Perry   ☐ 
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MEMBERS of the PUBLIC PRESENT: Peter Cleary, Tom McBride, Sara Magnusson, Laurie Sylla, 
DOH SUPPORT STAFF PRESENT:  Starleen Maharaj-Lewis, Summer Wurst, Genee Grimmett, Elizabeth (Beth) Crutsinger-Perry, Karlos Johnson, 
Claire Mocha 
 
 

TOPIC FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS ACTIONS & 
DUE DATES 

PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE 

I. Call to Order/ 
Welcome by 
Tri-Chairs and 
member check 
and connect 
(10 mins) 

• James Tillet led the welcome and call to order and called for the approval of the 
agenda. 

• Omero Perez shared the WSPG Community Agreements and how they relate to 
the work of the WSPG. 

• Beth shared about the Coastal Community Action Program, (CCAP) will be 
providing HIV case management services to clients in Thurston, Lewis and Mason 
counties. 

• Starleen shared about the caucuses that met last year, and invited new 
participants that might interested in joining the following caucuses and how we 
can implement the 13 goals into our conversations with community. 

o Transgender/ Gender Expansive: A caucus for all along the gender 
spectrum to share experiences accessing prevention and care services 
related to HIV, STIs, and hepatitis C and to provide recommendations for 
how these services could be more responsive to the needs and interests 
of their community. 

  
o HIV Long-Term Survivors (pre-1996) Caucus: We invite those of all ethnicities 

who acquired HIV prior to HAART (1996) to join to share experiences accessing 
prevention and care services related to HIV, STIs, and hepatitis C and to provide 
recommendations for how these services could be more responsive to the needs 
and interests of their community. 

  
o People who use or have used drugs: a space for people with current and/or past 

experiences with drugs to share experiences accessing prevention and care 
services related to HIV, STIs, and hepatitis C and to provide recommendations for 

 James, 
Omero, Beth, 
and Starleen 
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how these services could be more responsive to the needs and interests of their 
community. 

  
o People impacted by mental health diagnosis or cognitive disabilities:  for 

people living with mental health diagnosis to share experiences accessing 
prevention and care services related to HIV, STIs, and hepatitis C and to provide 
recommendations for how these services could be more responsive to the needs 
of their community. 

 
II. DOH 
Program and 
member 
updates (25 
mins) 

•  James Tillet opened introductions to our 11 New Members and the Steering 
Committee Members: 

o Christina Jackson-New WSPG Member 
o Remy Styrkowicz-New WSPG Member 
o Ernest Walker- New WSPG Member 
o Tyrell Jackson- New WSPG Member 
o Tanaya Jackson- New WSPG Member 
o Mario Banuelos- New WSPG Member and Steering Committee Member 
o Victor Loo-New WSPG Member and Steering Committee Member 
o Ella Deverse- New WSPG Member and Steering Committee Member 
o Tamara Lester- New WSPG Member and Steering Committee Member 
o Ann Mumford-New Steering Committee Member 
o Fania Sipili- New WSPG Member and Steering Committee Member 

 

 Starleen and 
Tri-Chairs 

III. WSPG 
member 
updates (15 
mins) 

• A presentation was shared by Karlos Johnson entitled: Clinical Quality 
Management, (CQM) Basics-Community/Client Advisory Board, (CAB) 

  

 Karlos 
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 Karlos.Johnson@doh.wa.gov 
IV. DOH Budget 
presentation 
(30 Minutes) 

• A presentation of the Office of Infectious Disease Funding was shared. 

  

  

 Summer 
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 Summer.Wurst@doh.wa.gov 
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• Howard asked about the COVID Funding, and would that decrease going 
forward--Beth shared that the final funding would end at the end of July, but at 
the height of the pandemic founding would have been as much as $5 million. 

• How concerned are you about proposed changes to 340B and how that might im
pact on your funding? --Beth shared that we will always be watching 340B 
dollars, especially in the face of changing drug prices  
 
 

V. Public 
Comment and 
other additional 
updates (5 
mins) 

Five-minute Public Comment Portion of the meeting: 
Starleen asked what the impressions of the following groups were about the WSPG. 

• Seattle Public Health King County is new to this meeting. 
• Mark Baker shared that he was impressed with the 12 new members 

and that the meeting was well-organized, very different from the Ryan 
White Part A perspective. 

• Laurie Sylla of the AETC is new to this meeting. 
• Shared that the AETC is the training arm of the healthcare workforce and 

is funded under Ryan White Part E, and that it was a well-run meeting 
and that it was interesting to hear about the process. 

• To improve clarity for the group, Starleen posed the question: What are the 
different categories of Ryan White Funding? 

o Part A - Hard Hit Urban Areas. 
o Part A - Planning Councils. 
o Part B - States/Territories. 
o Part B - AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) 
o Part C - Community-Based Early Intervention. 
o Part D - Women, Infants, Children, Youth. 
o Part F - Dental Programs. 
o Part F - HIV/AIDS Clinical Training. 
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VI. Closing 
Thoughts/ 
Adjourn 

 Opportunity to share about training and community events.  James shared about the 6th 
Annual Peers Empower Peers Conference: 

 
• Christina Jackson shared about the Substance Use Training for Washington 

Community Connectors  
• 16-hour training 9-1 pm; https://wsccsupport.org/family-navigator-

training/ 
• This training is for parents and family members AND presented by paren

ts and family members of a person with a substance use 
disorder (SUD). This is a Healthcare Authority (HCA) approved curriculum
 created to assist parents, caregivers, and other family members in unde

  
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://wsccsupport.org/family-navigator-training/
https://wsccsupport.org/family-navigator-training/
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rstanding SUD and providing helpful support to the individual they are su
pporting. 

  
Victor Loo shared 
https://bhinstitute.uw.edu/re-imagining-behavioral-health-race-equity-and-social-
justice-conference/ 
  
Laurie Sylla shared: 
If people want to learn about free in person and virtual trainings offered by the Mountai
n West AETC, you can sign up for our newsletter at https://mwaetc.org/.  You can also vi
ew recordings of prior presentations on our on-demand page at the same site. 
https://bhinstitute.uw.edu/re-imagining-behavioral-health-race-equity-and-social-
justice-conference/ 
 

    
   Minutes prepared by: Genee Grimmett  
   Minutes respectfully submitted by: Starleen Maharaj-Lewis 
   Minutes reviewed and approved by Tri-Chairs: James Tillett, Omero Perez, Beth Crutsinger-Perry    
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