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Re: Certificate of Need Rules Rulemaking for Percutaneous Coronary Interventions 

Dear Mr. Valore: 

MultiCare Health System ("MultiCare") appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on 
the proposed rulemaking pursuant to the CR-101 filed on January 16, 2024, under WSR 24-
03-083, opening WAC sections 246-310-700 through 246-310-755 to consider updates to 
PCI rules. This comment letter is to provide feedback regarding how to define PCls, as 
requested by the Certificate of Need program ("Department") in its recent August 6th PCI 
rulemaking workshop.

Overall, MultiCare is supportive of preserving the current general definition of PCls found in 

WAC 246-310-705(4): 

"Percutaneous coronary interventions" (PCI) means invasive but nonsurgical 

mechanical procedures and devices that are used by cardiologists for the 

revascularization of obstructed coronary arteries. 

For purposes of the need forecasting methodology detailed in WAC 246-310-745, we 

recommend the following PCI definitions: 

• The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services {"CMS"). CMS defines PCls by

Diagnosis Related Groups ("DRGs"), International Classification of Diseases 10th

Revision Procedure Coding System ("ICD-10-PCS") codes, Current Procedural

Terminology® ("CPT") codes, and Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System

("HCPCS") codes. DRGs and ICD-10-PCS are principally used for defining inpatient

PCls. CPT and HCPCS procedure codes are more often used for outpatient PCls.

The effective CMS definitions for PCls during the applicable Base year are to be

used.

• The Foundation for Health Care Quality Care Outcomes Assessment Program

{"COAP"). COAP defines a PCI as the placement of an angioplasty guide wire,

balloon or other device (e.g., stent, atherectomy, brachytherapy, or thrombectomy

catheter) into a native coronary artery or coronary artery bypass for the purpose of

mechanical coronary revascularization.




