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September 25, 2024 

RE: Collaborative- Residential Treatment Facility (RTF)/Psychiatric Hospital Tribal Attestation Fee 
Rulemaking  

Greeting Honorable Tribal Leaders and Tribal Partners: 

We invite collaboration in establishing a fee for licensing Registered Treatment Facilities (RTFs) and psychiatric 
hospitals through tribal attestation.  

In alignment with chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and the DOH Consultation 
and Collaboration Procedure, this fee would support the administrative costs associated with receiving and tracking 
tribal attestations, issuing licenses, and processing renewals. Substitute House Bill (SHB) 2075 (chapter 204, Laws of 
2024) amended RCW 71.12.460 to require the Department of Health to issue licenses to an Indian health care provider, 
as defined in RCW 71.24.025, that attest to meeting the state minimum licensing and certification requirements for 
RTFs in chapter 246-337 WAC, and private psychiatric hospitals in chapter 246-322 WAC.  

RCW 71.12.460 requires the department to establish a fee to cover the administrative processing costs of an attestation. 
The fee will support the current and future work that Health Systems Quality Assurance credentialing and customer 
service staff must do to receive and track tribal attestations, produce a license, and issue renewals. 

We have coordinated two listening sessions at the Tribal Centric Behavioral Health Advisory Board (TCHAB) to 
share, listen, and learn: 

Meeting Type Date Zoom Information 
Listening Session 1 Wednesday, October 16, 2024, 11:00am-12:00pm Zoom ID: 851 2969 

9507 
Passcode: 728331 

Listening Session 2 Wednesday, November 20, 2024, 11:00am-12:00pm  

 
For more information, please contact Michelle Weatherly, Facilities Program Manager, at 
michelle.weatherly@doh.wa.gov, or Candice Wilson, Executive Director, Office of Tribal Public Health and Relations 
(OTPHR), at candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov or 360-819-7626.  

Respectfully,  

 

Kristin Peterson, Chief of Policy  
 
cc:  Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH, Secretary of Health, WA-DOH 

Lacy Fehrenbach, Chief of Prevention, Safety, and Health, WA-DOH 
Kristopher Holiday, Chief of Strategic Partnerships, WA-DOH 
Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, WA-DOH 
Elizabeth Perez, Chief of Public Affairs and Equity, WA-DOH   
Candice Wilson – Quatz'tenaut (Lummi), Executive Director OTPHR, WA-DOH 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/relations/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2075-S.SL.pdf?q=20240919090938
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=71.12.460
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=71.24.025
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-337
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-322&full=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=71.12.460
https://aihc-wa.com/medicaid-system/tribal-behavioral-health-evaluation-and-treatment-facilities-workgroup/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85129699507?pwd=VU04RXZDb2VrUTEyMDAyb1lta09sUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85129699507?pwd=VU04RXZDb2VrUTEyMDAyb1lta09sUT09
mailto:michelle.weatherly@doh.wa.gov
mailto:candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov

