
A Cannabis Retailer’s Guide to Validating the Medical Cannabis Authorization Form 
As a medical cannabis consultant, you must ensure the Authorization Form meets all criteria below. If you cannot verify all the 
requirements, do not proceed with creating a recognition card and refer the patient back to their practitioner.  

Complete and Signed 
All Valid Authorization forms 
must be fully completed, signed 
by a health care practitioner 
and printed on the required 
tamper resistant paper. 

Proper Identification 
The patient named on the 
form must match the 
identity of the person 
presenting the form.  

 Full name required (no
nicknames)

 Physical street address
required (no P.O. Box) for
patient and designated
provider (DP), if applicable.

 If there is a DP, both the
patient and DP must have
identical authorizations with
original signatures, printed
on tamper-resistant paper.

*If a patient is approved for
Compassionate Care Renewal
(10.), Designated Provider may
renew on their behalf.

Medical Cannabis Seal 
The embossed RCW 
69.51A.030 logo must be 
visible. Some forms may 
have an ink seal present as 
well. 

Tamper Resistant Security 
Features 
Tamper resistant paper must 
have 1 or more of these security 
features: 

 Hidden Message “Void”
appears when copied.

 Security Authorization Anti-
Copy Artificial watermark
on the back

 Erasure security
 Chemical Reactant Stain
 UV Fibers
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Recognition Card Benefits and Possession Limits 

• Purchase products sales-tax free at licensed and medically endorsed cannabis stores.

• Purchase Chapter 246-70-040 medically compliant products at licensed and medically endorsed cannabis stores.

• Receive 37% excise tax exemption for the purchase of medically compliant product.

• Purchase up to three times the current limits at licensed and medically endorsed cannabis stores.

• Possess up to six plants and eight ounces of usable cannabis. A healthcare practitioner may authorize additional plants to a maximum of 15;
an authorized patient may possess up to 16 ounces of usable cannabis produced from the plants.

• Participate in a medical cannabis cooperative regulated by the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board.

• Have arrest protection.

Questions and Concerns? 
Contact the Department of Health’s Medical Cannabis Program at: 

Phone: 360-236-4819 Ext. 1 

Email: MedicalCannabis@doh.wa.gov 

Experiencing Technical Issues with the Database? 
Call 360-236-4819 and select Ext. 2 to speak with the service desk for the database. 

Need Information for Obtaining or Maintaining Medical Endorsement for your store? 

Contact the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board at 360-664-1600. 
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