
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
PO Box 47890 | Olympia, Washington 98504-7890 
Tel: 360-236-4030 | 711 Washington State Relay 

 
June 17, 2025 
 
Re: Informative – Tribal Distribution List for Monthly EMS Opioid Surveillance Reports  
 
Greetings Honorable Tribal Leaders, Partners, and Professionals:  
 
In accordance with chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and 
DOH Consultation and Collaboration Procedure, we write to inform you that the Department of 
Health (DOH) plans to create a Tribal distribution list for monthly Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) Opioid Surveillance report emails.   

DOH currently sends out two monthly EMS Opioid Surveillance reports via email to Local 
Health Jurisdictions. These reports, produced by the Washington Emergency Medical Services 
Information System (WEMSIS), provide information on opioid-related responses by EMS in 
Washington State. One report provides regional data, and one report provides county-level data. 
WEMSIS is a data system that collects data from the majority of licensed EMS services in 
Washington. Approximately 98 percent of all EMS responses in the state are captured in 
WEMSIS.  One of the reports distributed is confidential as it contains small numbers at the 
county level and therefore is not distributed to the general public. Here’s a link to our publicly 
available report.  

DOH provides this report to support public health authorities responding to the opioid 
epidemic.  We invite you to provide DOH the contact information for relevant staff and/or Tribal 
Leaders to receive this information. Please send the point-of-contact to Amanda Tjemsland, 
Senior Tribal Epidemiologist, at amanda.tjemsland@doh.wa.gov.  
 
For information on the EMS Opioid Surveillance report, please contact Terra Wiens, 
Epidemiologist, at terra.wiens@doh.wa.gov, or for Tribal related matters – Candice Wilson, 
Executive Director, Office of Tribal Public Health & Relations (OTPHR), at 
candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov or 360-819-7626.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 

Jessica Marcinkevage, PhD, MSPH 
State Epidemiologist for Policy and Practice 
Center for Epidemiology Practice, Equity, and Assessment 
Office of the State Health Officer 
 
Cc: Jessica Todorovich, Interim Secretary of Health, WA-DOH  

Wendy Endress, Acting Chief of Staff, WA-DOH  
Tao Kwan-Gett, State Health Officer, WA-DOH  
Kristin Peterson, Chief, Office of Policy, Planning & Evaluation, WA-DOH  
Candice Wilson–Quatz'tenaut (Lummi), Executive Director, OTPHR, WA-DOH  
 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/relations/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2025-06%2F346-106-May2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAmber.Arndt%40doh.wa.gov%7Caa67289458374a1a482a08ddadb628c1%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638857720053115544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bYr5Q2WI3melLYOd8wYkFF3n2j1RTYVUluFHIufPks0%3D&reserved=0
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