CODE REVISER USE ONLY

RULE-MAKING ORDER
PERMANENT RULE ONLY OFFICE OF THE CODE REVISER

STATE OF WASHINGTON
FILED

DATE: June 27, 2025
CR-103P (December 2017) TIME:  8:46 AM
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) WSR 25-14-065

Agency: Department of Health — Veterinary Board of Governors

Effective date of rule:
Permanent Rules
31 days after filing.
1  Other (specify) (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should
be stated below)

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule?
U Yes No If Yes, explain:

Purpose: Veterinarian and veterinary technician continuing education, examination, and licensure requirements - reducing
barriers. The Veterinary Board of Governors (board) is adopting amendments to chapters 246-933 and 246-935 WAC to
remove barriers to entering into, remaining in, and returning to the healthcare workforce. The adopted amendments will
streamline and shorten the credentialing process for veterinarians and veterinary technicians and remove WACs that are no
longer applicable to the professions.

The adopted amendments: (1) remove the jurisprudence (JP) exam as a requirement for initial licensure for veterinarians and
veterinary technicians; (2) add a new section to each chapter requiring, as part of continuing education, successful
completion of training in Washington state law respective to their profession, to be completed after initial licensure and prior
to the licensee’s first renewal; (3) reduce barriers to reactive a veterinary license; (4) reduce barriers to initial licensure for
veterinary applicants who do not hold a veterinary license in another state or jurisdiction and have not been in active practice;
and (5) repeal WACs that were only applicable when the board administered the licensure examination.

Citation of rules affected by this order:
New: WAC 246-933-438 and 246-935-308
Repealed: WAC 246-933-265, 246-935-090, 246-935-110, and 246-935-120
Amended: WAC 246-933-250, 246-933-270, 246-933-275, and 246-935-070
Suspended: None

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 18.92.030 and 18.130.077

Other authority: None

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making)
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-06-092 on 03/05/2025 (date).
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: No changes were made.

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by
contacting:

Name: Poppy Budrow

Address: PO Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852
Phone: 564-669-0026

Fax: n/a

TTY: 711

Email: poppy.budrow@doh.wa.gov

Web site: https://doh.wa.gov/

Other:
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Note: If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero.
No descriptive text.

Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note.
A section may be counted in more than one category.

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with:

Federal statute: New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0
Federal rules or standards: New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0
Recently enacted state statutes: New 2 Amended 4 Repealed 0
The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity:
New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0
The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative:
New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 4
The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures:
New 2 Amended 4 Repealed 4
The number of sections adopted using:
Negotiated rule making: New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0
Pilot rule making: New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0
Other alternative rule making: New 2 Amended 4 Repealed 4
Date Adopted: June 27, 2025 Signature:

Name: Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, DVM

Title: Chair, Veterinary Board of Governors
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-11-062, filed 5/16/22, effective
6/16/22)

WAC 246-933-250 Examination and 1licensure requirements. To
qualify for licensure ((fa—this——state;—acandidate—musE)) as a veteri-
narian, an applicant shall:

(1) Successfully complete either the North American Veterinary
Licensing Examination (NAVLE) or the National Board Examination for
Veterinary Medical Licensing (NBE); and

(2)  ( (Sveeessfolly——complete—+the Washingteon——state—Furisprudence
esaminatieon—and

+3))) Be a graduate of a program that is accredited by the Ameri-
can Veterinary Medical Association. A person who is a graduate of a
college of veterinary medicine not accredited by the American Veteri-
nary Medical Association must:

(a) Successfully complete the American Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation's Educational Commission for Foreign Veterinary Graduates pro-
gram (ECFVG); or

(b) Successfully complete the American Association of Veterinary
State Board's Program for the Assessment of Veterinary Education
Equivalence (PAVE) .

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 07-20-036, filed 9/25/07, effective
10/26/07)

WAC 246-933-270 Examination results. The board accepts the fol-
lowing minimum passing score for licensure examinations.

(1) The minimum passing score for the North American Veterinary
Licensing Examination (NAVLE) 1s the criterion-referenced passing
score established by the National Board of Veterinary Medical Examin-
ers.

(2) The minimum passing score before December 1982 for the Na-
tional Board Examination for Veterinary Medical Licensing (NBE), and
the Clinical Competency Test (CCT) is 1.5 standard deviation below the
mean of the criterion population. From December 1992 through April
2000 the minimum passing score 1is the criterion referenced passing
score required by the National Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners.

( (3r—Theminimum passing Score—onthe Washingtonstate Surispru—
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-06-067, filed 2/28/14, effective
3/31/14)

WAC 246-933-275 Reactivation of an expired veterinary license.
(1) To reactivate a veterinary license that has been expired for three
years or less, the veterinarian must meet the requirements of chapter
246-12 WAC ((+—Part—2)).

(2) To reactivate a veterinary license that has been expired for
more than three years, the practitioner must ( (+
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+ar)) submit verification of unrestricted licensure in another
state or Jjurisdiction ( (+—and

For purposes of this subsection, documentation of licensure ( (and
aetive—praectiee)) 1in a foreign country 1is acceptable if there is an
American Veterinary Medical Association accredited school or college
of veterinary medicine in that country.

(3) To reactivate a veterinary license that has been expired for
more than three years, when the veterinarian has not held ((aap—unare—
strieted)) a license and has not been in active practice, the veteri-
narian must:

(a) ((Sveeessfulty—ecompltete—the—ecurrent North AmericanVeterinary
Heensing FExaminatiorn—asprovided—n WAL 2460332501 )+——and

=) ) Meet the continuing education requirements of WAC
246-12-040 and chapter 246-933 WAC; and

(b) Complete an additional 15 hours of continuing education which
meet the defined requirements in WAC 246-933-445 (1) (a).

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-933-438 Veterinarian jurisprudence continuing education.
A licensed veterinarian shall complete a board-approved, one-time
training in Washington state Jjurisprudence, which will count as one
credit hour toward meeting applicable continuing education require-
ments. Training must include Washington state veterinary law.

(1) This training must be completed after initial licensure and
prior to the veterinarian's first license renewal.

(2) The board accepts only courses that are listed on the board's
website.

REPEALER

The following section of the Washington Administrative Code 1is
repealed:

WAC 246-933-265 Scope of Washington state jurisprudence
examination.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 08-11-099, filed 5/20/08, effective
6/20/08)

WAC 246-935-070 Examination for licensure as a veterinary tech-
nician. (1) ((AF—a=pprieants)) To qualify for licensure as a veteri-
nary technician, an applicant shall ((be—reguired—Etoe)) successfully
complete the veterinary technician national examination as approved by
the board( (—ard—+the—Washingtonr——State—~examination—that—~econsists—ef
guestions—pertaining—to—the lawsandrutes regultatingtechnicians)) .

(2) The passing criteria or score is((=+
+a))) the criteria-referenced passing score on the national ex-
amination.

( (Hor—Ninety perecent—on—the Washington stateexaminations))

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-935-308 Veterinary technician jurisprudence continuing
education. A licensed veterinary technician shall complete a board-
approved, one-time training in Washington state Jjurisprudence, which
will count as one credit hour toward meeting applicable continuing ed-
ucation requirements. Training must include Washington state veterina-
ry technician law.

(1) This training must be completed after initial licensure and
prior to the veterinary technician's first license renewal.

(2) The board accepts only courses that are listed on the board's
website.

REPEALER

The following sections of the Washington Administrative Code are
repealed:

WAC 246-935-090 Examination review procedures.
WAC 246-935-110 Examination procedures.
WAC 246-935-120 Frequency and location of examination.
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