' ., Washington State Department of

ACUPUNCTURE AND EASTERN MEDICINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Monday, August 18, 2025
Committee Members Present: Lisa vanHaagen, AEMP, Chair
Kristine McGinley, L.Ac., AEMP, Vice-Chair
Christina Jackson, AEMP
Yiwen Su, AEMP
Phillip Padelford, Public Member
Staff Present: Adriana Barcena, Program Manager
Bruce Bronoske, Jr., Executive Director
Kristi Knieps, Assistant Attorney General (AAG)

Cassandra Gerard, Program Support

Others Present: Sharonne O’Shea
Leslie Emerick, WAEMA

OPEN SESSION
1. CALLTO ORDER

The open session of the business meeting was called to order at 10:36 a.m. by Lisa
vanHaagen, Chair.

1.1 Introductions of committee members and staff.

e The committee members, staff, and audience were introduced.

1.2 Public Comment — The public will have an opportunity to provide comments. If
you would like to comment during this time, please limit your comments to two
minutes. Please identify yourself and who you represent, if applicable, when the
Chair opens the floor for public comment.

e No public comments were directed to the committee at this time.

1.3 Approval of Agenda
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2.

1.4

Ms. Barcena requested to amend the agenda to include item 4.2 Staff Update
and correct the number of item 6.1 to 4.1.

A motion was made to approve the August 18, 2025 agenda with the requested
amendments.

The motion was seconded, and the committee unanimously approved the
August 18, 2025 agenda as amended.

Approval of May 19, 2025 meeting minutes
A motion was made to approve the May 19, 2025 minutes.

The motion was seconded, and the committee unanimously approved the May
19, 2025 minutes.

NATIONAL CERTIFICATION COMMISSION FOR ACUPUNCTURE AND ORIENTAL
MEDICINE (NCCAOM) MONTHLY UPDATES — The committee received an update from
meetings that occurred from April-July from Ms. McGinley.

Ms. McGinley attended the NCCAOM town hall meeting on May 20, 2025.

The town hall meeting included Information on executive order interpretation
and legislative strategy concerning Bill H.R. 1667 Acupuncture for Our Seniors
Act of 2025.

The NCCAOM meeting presentation slides will be provided to the committee
members for their review.

NCCAOM is now operating out of Washington, DC, and has officially changed
the organization’s name to National Certification Board for Acupuncture and
Herbal Medicine (NCBAHM).

3. AEMP SCOPE OF PRACTICE — the committee discussed assistants and needle
removal.

Ms. Barcena shared the findings in response to a committee member’s request
for clarification of needle removal guidelines.

Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine Practitioners RCW and WAC, does not
permit practitioners to supervise an assistant performing needle removal. An
assistant is not permitted to remove needles unless they are also a licensed
practitioner.

Ms. Barcena refers to the RCW for situations in which students are practicing
needle removal in a school setting.

The committee discussed how any RCW must be changed by the legislature.
Ms. Jackson suggested needle removal rules may not be widely known and
clarification may help practitioners avoid misuse.

Ms. vanHaagen suggested sharing information on needle removal with
professional associations or posting on the department’s website.
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Mr. Bronoske Jr. referred to RCW 18.06.045 and explained the procedures are
not specifically listed as allowable or not allowable.

Ms. Knieps clarified it is incumbent upon the instructor in an educational
program to be present when a student is removing needles.

Ms. Jackson commented supervised needle removal in clinics may lead to more
opportunities for new practitioners.

The committee discussed methods of sharing the guidance on needle removal
by students and the scope of practice of hired assistants in clinic settings.

Ms. Barcena suggested including needle removal guidance on the department’s
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) webpage.

The committee discussed how the term acupuncture assistants was previously
defined under Osteopathic physician’s assistants RCW. The term, however was
removed by the legislature and no longer exists.

Ms. Barcena will draft clarification on scope to later publish on the DOH
webpage. Clarification will be brought to the committee for approval at the next
meeting.

4. PROGRAM MANAGEMENT REPORT —information was provided to the committee by
the program manager and executive director.

4.1

4.2

Credentialing Report Update — Adriana Barcena, Program Manager

Ms. Barcena shared the department is unable to provide reports on
practitioners seeking licensure in Washington from other states or physical
therapists providing dry needling procedures.

The credentialing department and HELMS team members will continue to
pursue the requested reports, and the committee will receive updates when
received.

Staff Update - Bruce Bronoske Jr., Interim Executive Director

Mr. Bronoske Jr. introduced himself as the interim Executive Director and
shared his experience with the department.

5. RULES WORKSHOP — The department and committee reviewed WAC 246-803-103
Application Requirements for Applicants from Foreign Schools and WAC 246-803-240
Examinations to begin the rules drafting process.

Ms. Barcena reviewed the committee’s last discussion of accepted English
proficiency examination scores and whether to include the scores in the rule
language.

Ms. Barcena shared the point system used by the current examination company
compared to a passing rate percentage.


https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.06.045
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Ms. Barcena shared other state requirements and potential scoring system of
the Occupational English Test (OET) examination.

Mr. Su commented in favor of the 74 percent passing rate and suggested the
passing rate for the writing category be lower than the speaking category.
Ms. Barcena shared the current English proficiency exam grading criteria and
answered questions from the committee.

Ms. Barcena shared the recommended rule language and suggested not
specifically listing the grading criteria in the rules to allow other exam
companies to be considered in the future.

The committee discussed whether a specific passing rate should be included in
the rules.

Ms. Barcena explained the exam application includes the criteria with the
minimum scores of each category.

The committee discussed posting examination criteria on the department’s
webpage.

The committee discussed whether the rules should include the advisory
committee in the approval of the English proficiency examination.

Ms. Barcena shared the name change of the Council of Colleges of
Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine (CCAHM) in the rule language.

The committee discussed the process needed to update the name of the
NCCAOM organization within the rules and the department.

A motion was made to accept the revised rule language with the overall passing
rate of 74 percent.

The motion was seconded and unanimously passed.

6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND PLANNING FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

e Rules update

e Disciplinary Report

e Budget Report

e HELMS update on PT-IM needling/Credentialing Report
e 2026 Meeting Schedule

¢ 2026 Election of Officers

7. ADJOURNMENT

e The business meeting was adjourned at 11:51 a.m. on Monday, August 18, 2025.
e The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 17, 2025.

Updated meeting information will be posted to the Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine
practitioner webpage.



	ACUPUNCTURE AND EASTERN MEDICINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
	OPEN SESSION
	2. NATIONAL CERTIFICATION COMMISSION FOR ACUPUNCTURE AND ORIENTAL
	6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND PLANNING FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
	7. ADJOURNMENT


