
Mute your mic during the 
meeting and unmute when 
you want to speak.

Optional: Participants really 
appreciate being able to see you 
during the meeting. If you turn your 
camera off during a presentation, 
please consider turning it back on if 
you wish to speak.

Participants will not have the ability to unmute or turn on their 
camera. If you are a committee or work group member, please 
use the Q/A to inform admin so they can get you permission 

Chat will be disabled 
during the Webinar 
please use the Q/A to 
communicate with 
admin. 

Use these quick 
actions to notify 
me, raise your 
hand.

When the session 
is over, click Leave, 
to leave the Zoom 
meeting.

Welcome, we will get 
started in a few minutes

Pesticide Application Safety Committee
June 16th , 9am-11:30am
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Summary of 2025 Recommendations
Prepared for PASCO Committee – June 16, 2025
Presented by: Griselda Arias, WA Department of Health

PASCO ADVISORY WORK GROUP



Purpose of 
This 

Presentation

Share the work and 
recommendations of 
the AWG

Highlight alignment 
with interagency efforts

PASCO’s Directive role 
in shaping pesticide 
safety policy and 
systems



Who We 
Are – 

Advisory 
Work 

Group

Formed to advise PASCO with diverse 
stakeholder input

Regular virtual meetings held Jan–Apr 
2025

Participants include representatives from 
DOH, WSDA, agronomists, OIC, growers, 
occupational medicine and toxicology, and 
organizations that represent farmworkers



2025 
Meeting 
Themes 

(Jan–April)

Improving 
narrative 
quality in 
pesticide case 
reports

01

Encouraging 
reporting by 
reducing fear 
and stigma

02

Building 
interagency 
collaboration 
and data 
alignment

03

Framing 
investigations 
as 
opportunities 
for learning, 
not 
punishment

04



What We 
Heard from 

Workers, 
Investigators 
& Agencies

Fear of retaliation and loyalty 
to employers suppress 
reporting

Confusion about DOH’s role as 
a non-regulatory health 
agency

Lack of PPE, delayed 
decontamination, and 
communication gaps

Repetitive agency actions due 
to siloed case tracking



Recommendations 
– Collaboration

Shared dataset 
between DOH, 
WSDA, and L&I

Align case definitions 
and referral processes

Coordinate quarterly 
interagency case 
review meetings



Recommendations – Investigations 
& Response

REFRAME DOH INTERVIEW 
TOOLS TO INCLUDE OPEN-

ENDED QUESTIONS

PILOT A ‘CONSULTATION-
STYLE’ APPROACH TO 

INVESTIGATIONS

INCLUDE NARRATIVE-BASED 
ROOT CAUSE ANALYSIS TO 

REDUCE RECURRENCE



Recommendations – Training & 
Outreach

Integrate DOH into 
farmworker training & 

safety events

Provide clearer reporting 
instructions to workers

Educate growers and farm 
owners, not just workers



Spotlight: Interagency Case Review 
(March 6)

Reviewed five DOH pesticide 
exposure cases

Identified gaps in narrative 
details: PPE, 
decontamination, 
equipment

Discussed agency roles and 
how to avoid duplication

Developed action items: 
field trainings, shared 
templates, better referrals



Action 
Items 

Already 
in 

Motion

DOH investigators attending training 
(virtual) created by TSEP specific to their 
needs

Updates to WSDA referral forms and DOH 
interview templates

Updates to DOH narratives and final reports

DOH referring all L&I Claims List cases to 
L&I DOSH and “notifying” WSDA

DOH-L&I-WSDA-TSEP Quarterly review of 
agricultural exposures will continue



What the 
Advisory 

Work 
Group 

Needs to 
Succeed

To support meaningful recommendations to PASCO, the Advisory 
Work Group requires:

 
Realistic Scopes of Work:

• PASCO should ensure that requests align with the 
advisory group’s seasonal capacity (December–April). 
Assignments must also consider the part-time staff 
support available (0.5 FTE).

Sufficient Membership:
• Several of the 11 advisory positions remain unfilled
• Additional outreach is needed—especially to 

farmworkers and applicators
 
Dedicated Time & Planning Windows:

• Most farmworker participation is only possible during 
the off-season

• Recommendations and projects should be scoped with 
4–5 months of lead time

 
Clear Communication from PASCO:

• Expectations must be specific, feasible, and allow for 
strategic planning

• Consider bundling multiple related asks into a single 
seasonal cycle



Closing & 
Appreciation

• Thank you to the PASCO Committee and 
advisory group members

• We look forward to continued 
collaboration

• Questions and feedback welcome



To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 
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(Tri-Agency workgroup met 3–4 times to build this charter)

• Why now?
• Re-establishes a statewide review body after the PIRT Panel sunset in 

2008.
• Responds to JLARC audit & HEAL Act mandates for coordinated data-

driven prevention. 

• Purpose – Systematically review pesticide-illness cases, identify root 
causes, and turn findings into actionable prevention (training, policy, 
enforcement).

• Membership (core):
• DOH, WSDA, L&I (leads)
• UW PNASH, WSU Pesticide Training, WA Poison Center (+ ad-hoc 

experts) 

• Meeting cadence: Quarterly case reviews (Olympia + hybrid) → rolling 
actions → annual briefing to PASCO & stakeholders.

Acute Pesticide Illness Case Review Committee 
(Charter Snapshot)
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1. Resource & funding assessment 
• Quantify staff time for case preparation, analytics, facilitation, 

and meeting logistics.
• Identify funding mechanism (e.g., joint request in DOH 

surveillance package with WSDA & L&I support).
2. Draft work plan 
• Case-selection criteria, roles/responsibilities, and 

documentation templates.
• Modeled on the TCEP quarterly review format but expanded 

to all pesticide exposures (ag + non-ag).

Next Steps: Resource Scoping & Work-Plan 
Development
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New since last meeting
o Daniel (DOH epidemiologist) now joins the monthly Pesticide Program Managers call to steer 

dataset work.
o Each agency (DOH | WSDA | L&I) has delivered its full case-report variable list for side-by-

side review.

Current task (Summer 2025)
o Cross-walk variables — flag overlaps, gaps, and unique agency fields.
o Draft a “core variable set” that makes sense for a shared dataset (ag + non-ag incidents).

What’s next
Circulate the draft variable set to PASCO & the Advisory Work Group for feedback before any data-sharing 
agreement is drafted.

o Refine with agency SMEs; aim for a preliminary schema by early fall 2025.

Today’s note to PASCO
o We’re still at the scoping stage—no decisions yet.
o Watch for a request to review the draft variable list later this year.

Tri-Agency Shared Dataset: Progress Snapshot (June 
2025)
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Break



Washington State Department of Health | 22

Pesticide Application Safety Committee Agenda
9:00am to 11:30am



Washington State Department of Health | 23

Public Comment Period will be 10:20 to 10:30am

Please notify meeting admin via Q\A chat box if you would like to sign up for 
public comment. They will provide you access to unmute and come on camera 
during public comment time. 

The public comment period is designed as an opportunity for individuals to 
share their comments with PASCO, with a time limit of 3 minutes per speaker. 

Please note that this is not intended to be a discussion session with PASCO 
members, but your comments will be recorded, and there may be follow-up 
after the meeting for any issues that require further attention

Written Comments can be submitted via email: Griselda.arias@doh.wa.gov

PUBLIC COMMENT

mailto:Griselda.arias@doh.wa.gov
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Extension Secured: HB 1294 moves PASCO’s sunset to July 1 2035 (10 
more years).
• Mandate Unchanged, Scope Growing: Same core charge, but 

wider expectations (shared data, education, equity).
• Tri-Agency Foundations: Advisory Work Group, shared dataset, 

case-review charter—all launch pads for the next decade.
• Successes to Build On – Which recent wins should we amplify?
• Remaining Gaps – What still isn’t working for farm-worker and 

community safety?
• New Partners & Voices – Who’s missing from the table?
•  Success Measures – How will we know we’re on track five years 

from now?

PASCO 2025 → 2035: Where Do We Go Next?
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To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 
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PESTICIDE APPLICATION SAFETY COMMITTEE ROSTER
Committee Member Position Name Position Email
Legislative Member Saldana, Rebecca Senator Rebecca.Saldana@leg.wa.gov
Legislative Member Tom Dent Representative tom.dent@leg.wa.gov
Legislative Member Warnick, Judy Senator judy.warnick@leg.wa.gov

Legislative Member Lillian Ortiz-Self Representative lillian.ortiz-self@leg.wa.gov

WSDA Ignacio Marquez (Primary) Regional Assistant to the Director IMarquez@agr.wa.gov
Kelly McLain (Alternate) Assistant Director, Agricultural 

Environmental Services Division
kaardal@agr.wa.gov

Department of Health Lauren Jenks (Primary) Assistance Secretary of Environmental 
Public Health

Lauren.Jenks@doh.wa.gov

Laura Johnson (Alternate) Director- Office of Environmental Public 
Health Sciences

laura.johnson@doh.wa.gov

L&I Craig Blackwood Assistant Director for the Division of 
Occupational Safety and Health

BLAC235@LNI.WA.GOV

Joel Sacks (Primary) Director - sacj235@LNI.WA.GOV
Public Lands Hilary Franz (Primary) Commissioner - Hilary.Franz@dnr.wa.gov

Calvin Ohlson-Kiehn (Designee) Assistant Manager, Forest Resources 
Division

CALVIN.OHLSON-
KIEHN@dnr.wa.gov

WSU College of Agricultural, 
Health, and Natural Resources 
Sciences (CAHNRS)

Holly Louise Neibergs Assistant Director - CAHNRS neibergs@wsu.edu

University of Washington Pacific 
Northwest Agricultural Safety 
and
Health (PNASH)

Edward Kasner Research Scientist and Outreach Director ejkasner@uw.edu

Washington State University
Extension.

Gwen Hoheisel Professor, Regional Extension Educator ghoheisel@wsu.edu

mailto:CALVIN.OHLSON-KIEHN@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:CALVIN.OHLSON-KIEHN@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:CALVIN.OHLSON-KIEHN@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:neibergs@wsu.edu
mailto:ghoheisel@wsu.edu
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Advisory Work Group Roster
Member Position (as defined by SB5550) Organization Name Email

Representative from WSDA WSDA Ofelio Borges oborges@agr.wa.gov

Employee - organization that represent 
farmworkers

OIC of Washington Lupe Sanchez L.S@yvoic.org

Employee - organization that represent 
farmworkers

Northwest Communities Education Center 
Radio KDNA

Elizabeth Torres etorres@kdna.org

Farmworker with expertise on pesticide 
application 

Farmworker VACANT 

Farmworker with expertise on pesticide 
application 

Farmworker Mercer Canyons Farms Josh Gefre joshg@mercerranches.com   

Representative of community and migrant 
health centers

Vacant

Toxicologist Retired Internal medicine occupational 
medicine specialist

Matt Keifer mkeifer@uw.edu

Representative of growers who use air blast 
sprayer

Red Apple Orchards April Clayton ajclayton@tumwater.net

Representative of growers who use aerial 
pesticide application

Grower Lynn Olsen LJOlsen@cbnn.net

Representative of growers who use 
fumigation to apply pesticides

Weyns Farms Kees Weyns  keesweyns@aol.com

Representative of aerial applicators Washington Aerial Applicators Erin Morse erinimorse@gmail.com

mailto:etorres@kdna.org
mailto:joshg@mercerranches.com
mailto:LJOlsen@cbnn.net
mailto:keesweyns@aol.com


Data
1 Explore how the departments of agriculture, labor and industries, and health, and the Washington poison center collect and track data.
2. Lead an effort to establish baseline data for the type and quantity of pesticide applications used in Washington to be able to compare the number 
of exposures with overall number of applications

Communication
3. Consider developing an effective community health education plan
4. Consult with community partners to enhance educational initiatives that work with the agricultural workforce, their families, and surrounding 
communities to reduce the risk of pesticide exposure 

5. Explore development of an agricultural workforce education safety program to improve the understanding about leaving an area being sprayed
6. Research ways to improve pesticide application communication among different members of the agricultural community, including educating the 
public in English and Spanish about acute and chronic health information about pesticides

Best Practices and Protocols
7. Improve pesticide application safety with agricultural applications
8. Compile industry's best practices for use to improve pesticide application safety to limit pesticide exposure
9. Explore incentives for using new technology by funding a partial buy-out program for old spray technology 
10. Evaluate prevention techniques to minimize exposure events
11. Work with industry and the agricultural workforce to improve protocols and best practices for use of personal safety equipment for applicators 
and reflective gear for the general workforce

Reporting
12. Continue to investigate reasons why members of the agricultural workforce do not or may not report pesticide exposure;
13. Explore new avenues for reporting with investigation without fear of retaliation
14. Work with stakeholders to consider trainings for how and when to report 

External Partners
15. Develop more Spanish language and other language educational materials for distribution, including through social media and app-based 
learning for agricultural workforce communities

16. Enhance efforts to work with pesticide manufacturers and the environmental protection agency to improve access to non-English pesticide 
labeling in the United States

17. Work with research partners to develop, or promote the use of translation apps for pesticide label safety information, or both 
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