
Draft PASCO Meeting Minutes 
Date: Thursday, August 28, 2025 

Time: 1:00 – 3:30 PM 

Location: Hybrid – JAC Building Room 211 (Olympia) and Zoom Webinar 

1. Welcome, Roll Call & Orientation 
• Meeting opened by Co-Chairs Kelly McLean (WSDA) and Lauren Jenks (DOH). 
• Roll call of PASCO members, advisory work group members, legislators, and guests. 
• Reminder of PASCO’s statutory charge: reduce human exposures to pesticides by 

evaluating and recommending policy actions, improving safety, establishing 
baseline data, enhancing communication, and strengthening education/prevention. 

• Emphasis that reducing exposures is PASCO’s “North Star.” 

2. Two-Year Work Plan (2025–2027) 
• Purpose: Establish a focused 2-year plan to deliver: 

o 8-Year Vision Plan (by July 2027). 
o Redesigned Legislative Report (annual, iterative, more engaging). 
o Clear process for making policy recommendations. 

• Context: 6 meetings (~12 hours total) over two years. 
• Clarification: 

o New ideas will be paused so focus stays on the 2-Year Plan. 
o Activities already in motion will continue. 

• Discussion: 
o Members supported the pause but stressed need for a “parking lot” or work 

plan approach so ideas aren’t lost. 
o Importance of baseline data and measurable goals raised by Senator Saldana 

and Rep. Dent. 
o Agreement that quick wins or urgent issues may still be acted on if 

consensus and alignment with PASCO’s charge. 

3. Activities in Motion (to continue separately) 
• Shared dataset project – DOH, WSDA, and L&I working on integrated data system; 

report-out anticipated April 2026. 
• Tri-agency collaboration – Monthly management meetings and quarterly program 

coordination (training, compliance, surveillance). 
• Advisory Work Group support – Ongoing winter/spring work sessions to provide 

technical expertise. 

4. Agricultural Leadership Program (ALP) 
• WSDA presented background, history, and cost models. 



• Key Points: 
o  ~268 graduates to date, impacting >5,000 workers. 
o Builds leadership, communication, and decision-making skills that promote 

safer pesticide practices. 
o Current funding (specialty crop grants) will expire in 2026. 
o Options range from ~$40k/year (basic operation) to ~$1.2M/biennium 

(fully staffed). 
o WSDA recommends funding a dedicated coordinator (~$331k first year, 

$240k ongoing). 
• Connection to PASCO charge: Stronger leadership = fewer mistakes, safer 

application practices, reduced exposures. 
• Discussion: 

o Rep. Dent emphasized need for clear data, goals, and realistic expectations. 
o Senator Saldana asked about grower commitments and federal funding 

strategies. 
o Members noted ALP provides broad community benefits beyond pesticides, 

but aligns with PASCO’s prevention mission. 
o Suggestion to build stronger data collection on ALP’s impacts (pre/post 

surveys, causality analysis feedback loops). 
• Outcome: No formal action taken. WSDA will prepare additional narrative, cost 

options, and data alignment for PASCO review. 

5. Public Comment 
• No public commenters requested to speak via Q&A. 
• One participant highlighted that current immigration enforcement environment 

may suppress pesticide exposure reporting. 

6. Scoping the 8-Year Vision Plan (2027–2035) 
• Draft framework components discussed: 

o Goals 
o Measures of success 
o Priority areas/activities 
o Process for recommendations and tracking 
o Redesigned Legislative Report format 
o Suggestion added: baseline/needs assessment as a foundation. 

• Discussion themes: 
o Importance of baseline data to measure progress. 
o Support for iterative, continuous improvement. 
o Agreement on using subgroups or smaller work teams for specific tasks (e.g., 

measures of success). 
o Members encouraged to review slides and prepare ideas for next meeting. 



7. Next Steps & Future Meetings 
• Advisory Work Group: Will meet in winter 2025 and 2026 to work on the 

assignment determined by PASCO at the November 19, 2025, meeting. 
• PASCO Next Meeting: 

o Scheduled for Wednesday, November 19, 2025 (9:00 AM – 12:00 PM), 
virtual with optional in-person attendance. 

o Focus: refine goals/objectives, discuss Advisory Work Group assignments, 
and further scope the 8-Year Plan. 

Adjournment 
• Meeting adjourned at 3:20 PM. 
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