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Single-use plastic bag ban law details
 October 1, 2021 – December 30, 2025
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• Single-use Plastic Bags are banned

• Post consumer recycled content and 
thickness requirements for compliant bags

• Fee of at least 8 cents must be charged and 
retained by businesses as a taxable sale

• Fee exemption for customers using food 
benefits (e.g. EBT, SNAP, WIC)



Bag Ban Changes and Updates
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House Bill 1293
January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2027
• Two-year delay in thickness increase

• 2.25 mil thickness standard continues
• Additional 4-cent penalty to discourage 

plastic film 4-mil bags

Legislative intent
• Review upcoming bag ban report from 

Department of Commerce 
• Evaluate required bag thickness and bag fees 

Beginning January 1, 2026
12 cents for plastic, 8 cents for paper



Single-use Plastic Bag Ban 
Who is impacted by this law?
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• Grocery stores

• Retail establishments

• Restaurants

• Farmer’s markets

• Event food vendors

Exemptions:
• Food banks – Restrictions do not apply

• Food benefits customers – Exempt from the fee
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Single-use Plastic Bag Ban 
Exemptions



Bag ban information
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Ecology.wa.gov/Bag-Ban     |     bagban@ecy.wa.gov 

Online reporting form Materials translated in 18 languages

mailto:bagban@ecy.wa.gov


Single-use Serviceware Law
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Single-use serviceware law details
 January 2022
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Single-Use Serviceware Items Include:
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Single-use Serviceware Information

11

Ecology.wa.gov/serviceware     |     serviceware@ecy.wa.gov 

Online reporting form Materials translated in 17 languages

mailto:serviceware@ecy.wa.gov


Thank you
Carolyn Bowie

Carolyn.Bowie@ecy.wa.gov
425-698-3722
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Ecology.wa.gov/serviceware
serviceware@ecy.wa.gov

 

Ecology.wa.gov/bagban
bagban@ecy.wa.gov

mailto:Carolyn.Bowie@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:serviceware@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:bagban@ecy.wa.gov
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