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n DEPARTMENT OF

Single-use plastic bag ban law details ‘TR ECOLOGY
October 1, 2021 - December 30, 2025

==
* Single-use Plastic Bags are banned REUSABLE
* Post consumerrecycled content and s
thickness requirements for compliant bags
NO 8¢ fee 8¢ fee Fee optional
Single-use Plastic Large Paper Thick Reusable Plastic Green or Brown
* Fee Of at least 8 cents must be cha rged and Carryout Bags Carryout Bags Carryout Bags Compostable Bags
retained by businesses as a taxable sale esrorprmall o

of 2.25 mil thick film

* Fee exemption for customers using food
benefits (e.g. EBT, SNAP, WIC) Bags ALLOWED with no fee

3 v@;

% \“\“\“\ wIRaL
Durable Small Paper Bags Produce, Meat, Bulk Foods, Flowers, Drycleaning,
Reusable Bags Bakery Goods, etc. Newspaper bags, etc.




Bag Ban Changes and Updates R ECOLOGY

State of Washington

Beginning January 1, 2026
12 cents for plastic, 8 cents for paper

House Bill 1293
January 1, 2026 — December 31, 2027
* Two-year delay in thickness increase
* 2.25 milthickness standard continues
* Additional 4-cent penalty to discourage
plastic film 4-mil bags

8¢ charge h Charge optional

Green or brown
compostable bags

Any green or brown film bags
must be compostable

*Check before putting in the bin

Thick reusable
plastic carryout bags
Made with 40% recycled

content and 2.25 mil
thick film

Large paper
carryout bags

Made with 40%
recycled content

Single-use plastic
carryout bags

STARTING JAN. 1, 2026

Legislative intent

* Review upcoming bag ban report from
Department of Commerce

* Evaluate required bag thickness and bag fees

Plastic bag fee increases to 12¢




Who is impacted by this law?

 Grocery stores

* Retail establishments
 Restaurants

* Farmer’s markets
 Event food vendors

Exemptions:

 Food banks - Restrictions do not apply
* Food benefits customers - Exempt from the fee




Single-use Plastic Bag Ban
Exemptions

Bags ALLOWED with no fee

Durable Small Paper Bags
Reusable Bags

Produce, Meat, Bulk Foods,
Bakery Goods, etc.

Flowers, Drycleaning,
Newspaper bags, etc.




I
Bag ban information R4 ECOLOGY

State of Washington

Online reporting form Materials translated in 18 languages

Sl ECOLOGY Plastic Bag B
asfic ba an Home Privacy
S 9

State of Washington

Washington State
Bag Requirements

For Restaurants and other Food Service Businesses
. DEPART/ T O
Observation Form v ECOLOGY
4 State of Washington

Washington StateWide Plastic Bag Ban

This form is for reporting any violation of the new state plastic bag ban that you have observed.

Thank you taking the time to notify Ecology. We will follow up by contacting the observed business and working with the manageme! I ¢ i Sersbs i
the law. Repeated non-compliance may result in up to a $250 per day fine. S s 2 QYN 0C M TTAREN em

The following plastic and paper bag violations can be reported: Help protect the environment and reduce WASHINGTON STATE

plastic litter, use reusable bags. PLASTIC BAG BAN

8¢ charge

Business using single-use plastic bags. tge Paper Carryoul
Re-usable plastic bags not labeled with and/or meeting proper specifications (2.25 mil thickness, re-usability, 40%
Paper bags not labeled with and/or meeting proper specifications (40% recycled content).
Business not charging 8 cent pass-through charge on paper and reusable plastic bags.

e
v 2 SMORMTREANTURS. RRATELENTRIOLJAG, 0L 0Ty
SNCRASORT. TartsTORBE LT,

« Business charging food benefits customers (EBT, SNAP, WIC, TANF, FAP) e Ay ¢ mm
The bag ban law does not apply on Tribal Lands. Please do not submit complaints about businesses focated on Trif gﬂ" SRR e P e st tasa g

oot )

Please submit violations for specific business locations. Do not repart parent companies or multiple business locati __"“ -

responded to. ' o s b e L e b
?—m—

The contents of this form, once submitted, may be subject to public disclosure under the Public Records Act (RCW 4

Scmeh sooran)

DEPARTME

Bl = | Bring Your
About You P i

e Own Bag
Your Name: Email Address: required — =

i S5 AT 17 AP 0 A PP L0 e
Pestrton)

SRS
foviries e o
Vaanese (Tdog Vi)

A
o e iri v ekt @ =
Sootogy.wa.gov/Bag 8an

Observed Violation R i RN v S R e 7l

BAG, 8¢ CHARGE

Qbserved Date: required

Type of Violation: required City: required

DEPARTMENT OF

ECOLOGY

State of Washington

For information, reporting. and complete listing of law's requirements please visit Ecology.wa.gov/Bag-Ban
To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 360-742.9874 or email at bagban@ecy.wa.gov,

or visit hittps://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. For Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6341.
If you speak a non-English language, free language services are available. Call 360-742-9874.

Ecology.wa.gov/Bag-Ban bagbhan@ecy.wa.gov
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Single-use Serviceware Law
Carolyn Bowie | September 2025
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State of Washi
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Single-use serviceware law details T ECOLOGY
January 2022

Customers can still request or grab
single-use serviceware items as needed.

It’s against the law for businesses
to automatically give out certain
single-use serviceware items.

Knowing the law and choosing
to reuse items cuts down on

Anyone can report noncompliant businesses. l waste and business expenses.

{



Single-Use Serviceware Items Include:

PO ek

Knives, forks, Cocktail picks, splash Cold cup lids Sauce or
spoons, chopsticks sticks, stirrers, straws P condiment packets

f



Pre-packaged
single-use utensils
are not allowed

10



I
Single-use Serviceware Information

Online reporting form

DEPARTMENT OF

ECOLOGY

State of Washington

Waste Reduction Programs Washington |

—iX RIS R A

BARERENER

Home Privacy Contact Us

Single Use Serviceware Observation Form
This form i for reporting any viclation of the Single-use Serviceware Law i ] requirements you have observed.
The following are examples of Single-use Servicewsre violations that czn be reported:

+ Customer automatically received single-use:

Utensils (knives, forks, spoons, cockesil picks, chopsticks, splash sticks, and stirrers)
Straws

Sauce or condiment packages

B
B
B
o Cup lids for cold beverages (Drive-through windows sre sxempt)

o JESRATLAE]
RIEFBER

+ Business provided bundled utensils

Please do not report situations that are not in viclation of the - P Recydling Waste, and Litter Reduction Law doss not apply on Tribal Lands. Blease do not submit co
sbout businasses locsted on Tribal Lands.

Thank you for taking the time to notify Ecology. We wil follow up by contacting the observed business, educating them about the law, and offering assistance to comply wif
Per RCW 70A.245.080, Ecology may issus  civil penakty of no less than $150 per day and no mors than $2,000 per day to the ownsr or operator of 3 food senvice busines:
day single-use food service products are provided in violation of this section.

The contents of this form, once submitted, may be subject to public disclosure under the Public Records Act [RCW 42 56)

About You

Your Name: Email Address:

YourEmail @Website.Com

7% 8% ADA 2 (RERARES, BT (360) 71429874
SEE BT B4 baghaneecy wa gov RS REIR
{22, . hitps://ecologywa.gov/accessibility,

== ECOL
-
T, SEE T L 877

State of Wi

Observed Violation

08/18/2025

Type of Violation: required (check all thar apsly}

O Automatically Received Single Use Utensil (knives, forks, spoons, cocktal picks, chopsticks, splash sticks, and stimers]
O Automatically Received Straw

[ Automatically Received Sauce or Condiment Package

O Automatically Received Cold Beverage Lid

[ Business provided bundled utensits

. (360) 407-6000 | ecy
MRERBAESTREE, TMEBRMES
BRES. B8 (360) 7429874,

e

Observed Date: required

Ecology.wa.gov/serviceware

Ley de articulos de ser

n DEPARTMENT OF
et ECOLOGY

State of Washington

Materials translated in 17 languages

cio de un solo uso

. a d No se permiten
B e utensilios de un solo uso
. en conjunto
Ia empresa, solictar
del establecimiento. /1

+ cuchillos, tenedores, cucharas, palllos chinos;

+ palilos de cocteles, palilos retenedores de calor, mezcladores;
« sorbetes;

+ paquetes de condimentos;

* tapas para vasos con bebidas frias.

jos o nodeben ser e

que los clientes puedan elegir un solo articulo.

+ Esta ley no aplica a los articulos que incluyen los sigujentes:

paquetes, para

« Platos, tazones, tazas u otros envases de un solo Uso para contener
comida o bebidas.

« Tapas de bebidas calientes.

« Envoltorios de articulos para llevar.

* Articul médi
sanitarias.
. por defectoen
d 1 ¢l automévil
. pla
minimade enbasea la ADA, contictese con el
2500 clientes).

* Para reducir
siempre que sea posible.

Departamanto de Eeologia por teldfena
Hamandoal (380) 7420874, envie

deshech usode

wa.gov,obien, visie i sito web
htips://scology wa.gov/accessibilty.

70A.245.080 para leerlos detalles de laley

¢Tiene preguntas?
Llame al (360) 407-6000.

Washington, RCW) Para solicitar un servicio de

Fetransmicién o TTY, lame a1 741 o al
77833 6341,

Sl usted habla un idioma que noes
inglés, contamos con servicios gratis de
idiomas. Liame al (360) 742.9874.

Ecy.wa.gov/serviceware

serviceware@ecy.wa.gov

11
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Thank you

Carolyn Bowie

Carolyn.Bowie@ecy.wa.gov
425-698-3722

DEPARTMENT OF

ECOLOGY

State of Washington

Ecology.wa.gov/bagbhan Ecology.wa.gov/serviceware
bagban@ecy.wa.gov serviceware@ecy.wa.gov
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