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Board of Hearing and Speech Business Meeting Minutes 
July 25, 2025 

 
111 Israel Rd SE, Tumwater, WA 98501 Room 153 

 
Members Present: Brenda Litke, Hearing Aid Specialist; Connie Furry, Hearing Aid Specialist; 
Nichole Kingham, Audiologist; Amberkiah Pomeroy, Audiologist, Vice-Chairperson; Taylor 
Adkins, Speech-Language Pathologist; Sonja Braddford, Speech-Language Pathologist, Ray 
Parker, Public Member; Robert Richardson, Public Member, Chairperson; Ryota Kashiwazaki, 
Licensed Medical Physician; Cristy Pelligrini, Speech-Language Pathology Assistant. 
 
Members Absent:  
 
Staff Present: Tracie Drake, Executive Director; Kim-Boi Shadduck, Program Manager; 
Madissen Schatz, Assistant Program Manager; Na’Taya Harris, Administrative Assistant; 
Marianne Richter, Policy Analyst; Haylie Kang, Policy Analyst; Kristi Knieps, Assistant 
Attorney General; Dominique Crisp, Supervising Staff Attorney.  
 
Guests and Other Participants: Melissa Johnson, Lobbyist for the Washington State Language 
& Hearing Association; Susan Anderson, Audiologist; Brianne Holley, Hearing Aid Specialist; 
Billie Dickinson, Washington State Medical Association; Alexander Alfieri, Audiologist, 
Northwest Academy of Audiology; Mara Eidsvoog, Hearing Aid Specialist; Amy Baker, Speech-
Language Pathologist and Jesse Sawyer, Hearing Aid Specialist.  
 
1. Call to Order 

Chairperson Richardson called the public meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 

1.1 Introduction of Board, Staff, and Guests.  
Chairperson Richardson welcomed board members, staff, and guests, expressing 
gratitude for their participation and preparation.  

 
      1.2 Approval of agenda 
 

Motion: Approval of July 25, 2025 meeting agenda.  
Motion/Second: Ms. Adkins/ Dr. Pomeroy. The motion was approved unanimously 
by the board. 
 

  1.3 Approval of Minutes for the May 2, 2025 Business Meeting 
 

Motion: Approval of May 2, 2025 meeting minutes.  
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Motion/Second: Vice chairperson Bradford/ Ms. Adkins. The motion was approved 
unanimously by the board. 
 

 
2. Medicare Update on Definition of SLP billing Part B 

Ms. Shadduck provided the board with an update regarding the concerns of Medicare 
reinterpretation of SLPs provisional licensure as qualified providers for Medicare Part B, 
without appropriate supervision from the American Speech-Language-Hearing-Association 
(ASHA) town hall from 06/25/25. This has created massive challenges for all SLP Interim 
Permits or Clinical Fellow Year SLPs required to have direct supervision in order to bill 
Medicare. ASHA will continue to work with CMS on a resolution and follow up with state 
associations. 
 

3. Natural Typical Environment in Serving Ages 0 – 3 and Parental Choice 
Ms. Adkins shared that federal programs are promoting and guiding therapists to conduct 
therapy for ages 0 -3 in natural environments, however some parents/caregivers would rather 
conduct therapy in a therapy office/clinic setting. Her question is, does exclusively providing 
therapy care in natural environments take away from parents’ choice of doing therapy care in 
a clinic or office setting. She wants to know if there is a way to accommodate the parents 
requesting in office appointments rather than in natural environments. The board suggest 
program staff to further research what the statute states and defines as a “community setting.”  

 
4. Program Reports  

 
4.1 Credentialing statistic report 

Ms. Shadduck provided the board with the current total of licensures. She shared that the 
amount of time it takes to process applications and to provide licenses is taking longer 
than usual due to the HELMS implementation process.  

 
4.2 Current budget report 

Ms. Shadduck provided the board with their budget from July 1, 2023 to May 31, 2025. 
The board’s budget started at $1,095,052 and their ending fund balance was set at 
$664,642. She also reviewed how the budget crisis within Washington State could 
potentially impact the board and their budget.  She asked if any board member has 
specific questions related to the budget to please contact her.  
 

4.3 2025 Other program updates 
Ms. Shadduck shared the board recommended one individual for appointment to the 
governor’s office to potentially serve as a public member and have submitted two hearing 
aid specialists for recommendation for appointment as well as two reappointments. All 
recommendations are still pending appointment by the governor. 
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She also shared updates on the June practical exams; there were five participants that 
took the exam and passed. The next practical exam will take place on September 26, 2025 
and there will be six applicants ready to take the exam.  

5. Boothless Audiometry
The board reviewed and discussed whether it was acceptable for an audiology program, who 
have mobile units fit for audiology care to provide services to patients in rural areas using 
boothless audiometers. The board had some concerns depending on who is performing the 
hearing tests within the boothless audiometers, if the audiometers still correctly calibrated 
and meeting ANSI standards. The board agreed that it is acceptable for boothless audiometers 
pending that there some safety parameters set such as an audiologist virtually attending or 
conducting the hearing test and not just some IA computer program.

6. Decision and Signature Delegation
The board received and updated delegation of decision making and delegation of signature 
authority (credentialing, disciplinary functions, and rules.)

7. Lists and Labels Request
The board reviewed the recommendation from the Public Relations Subcommittee on the 
request for lists and labels from Courage Kenny Research Center.
Motion: To approve Courage Kenny Research Center for lists and labels for SLP.
Motion/Second: Ms. Adkins/ Ms. Furry. The motion was approved unanimously by the 
board.

8. Newsletter
The Board reviewed the articles for the newsletter to prepare for distribution.
Motion: Approval of the content of the newsletter
Motion/Second: Dr. Pomeroy/ Ms. Adkins. The motion was approved unanimously by the 
board.

9. Mandatory Reporting
Ms. Shadduck provided the board with a review on where to locate information regarding 
mandatory reporting. She suggested that this information is listed under the professions’ 
webpage.

10. Rules Workshop Initial Hearing Aid Fitting and 6 Months Hearing Test Requirement 
Dr. Kingham provided a brief background of the WAC 246-828-025,
246-828-090, 246-828-095, 246-828-100, 246-828-320, 246-828-330, and other sections, 
including potentially creating new sections, in chapter 246-828 WAC related to prescription
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hearing aids and hearing test requirements. The board is considering addressing tele-practice 
for initial fittings of hearing aids and considering how recent the hearing test must be when 
fitting prescription hearing aids. The board will continue the rules workshop at the November 
7, 2025 board meeting with the suggest rule language. 
 

11.  2026 Meeting Dates/Practical Exam Dates 
The board approved the 2026 meeting dates and practical exam dates. 

 
 

Motion: Approval of the 2026 meeting dates and practical exam dates 
Motion/Second: Dr. Kingham/ Ms. Adkins. The motion was approved unanimously by the 
board. 
  

 
12. Agenda Planning 

The board discussed agenda items to include at the next business meeting.  
-Continue Rules Workshop 
-Sonja Bradford will be emailing to program 2 more speech therapy topics 
 

13. Adjournment 
Chairperson Richardson adjourned the meeting at 10:34 am.  

 
 
 
Washington State Board of Hearing and Speech  
 
_On File__________________________________ 
Robert Richardson, Public Member, Chairperson 
 
Contact Information: 
Kim Boi Shadduck, Program Manager 
kim-boi.shadduck@doh.wa.gov 
360-236-2912 

Board Meetings 2026 HAS Practical Exams 2026 

February 6, 2026            Tumwater March 27, 2026               Tumwater 

May 1, 2026                    Tumwater June 26, 2026                  Tumwater 

July 24, 2026                  Tumwater  September 25, 2026        Tumwater 

November 6, 2026         Tumwater December 4, 2026           Tumwater 
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