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Agenda

• School pre-construction

• School plan review and pre-occupancy inspections

• Playground plan review and pre-occupancy inspections
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School Plan Review 
Process
Pre-construction, Plan Review & Pre-occupancy 



School Project Pre-construction Process

Working with the Building Departments:

• International Building Code (A) 105.3.1 requires compliance 
with all laws prior to issuance of a building permit 

• Request invites to building department “pre-development” 
or “pre-application” meetings 

• Comment letter template – links to plan review applications

• Provide comments for the building permit applicant - all EPH 
applicable programs:

• School program
• Food Safety program 
• Liquid Waste program
• Solid Waste program
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https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IBC2021V2.0/chapter-1-scope-and-administration#IBC2021V2.0_Ch01_Sec105.3


School Plan Review Process Tips

Plan review – ask for plans early:

• Request 50% plans for new school projects

• Review & arrange a meeting to discuss

• Ask about curriculum (e.g. makerspace or 
robotics – often includes soldering), 
chemical lists for science rooms, unusual 
landscaping or playgrounds, etc.

• Benefit - project approved sooner, bid set 
plans more complete/correct

XXX
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School Plan Review Submittals

School Submittals:

• Architect/engineer written statement that the 
project will meet school WAC 246-366 sections:

• Ventilation - 080
• Heating - 090
• Temperature control - 100
• Sound control - 110
• Light - 120
• IMC & Chapter 51-52 WAC 

• Require plans, spec books, spec sheets – e.g. 
emergency eyewash for ANSI standard & fume 
hoods
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School Plan Review Process

Plan review resources:

• SRHD Construction webpage – submittal forms, 
design tips for architects:

• https://srhd.org/school-construction-
documents 

• SRHD Plan review checklists:
• Tracking sheet – received WAC letter, site 

sound survey, etc.
• Plan review item checklist based on K-12 

Guide plan review items (Elementary with 
playgrounds & Secondary)

• DOH SharePoint Plan Review Checklist
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https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/DOH-schoolenvironmentalhealthandsafety/_layouts/15/doc2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BD4BE6D0E-8C8E-49F1-A971-0B6F194BFFC8%7D&file=Plan%20Review%20Checklist%20-K-12%20schools%202.16.24.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true


Plan Review – OSPI “D” Construction Funding 

OSPI “D5” process for Site Approval:
May ask for LHJ approval before deadline – we have required:

• A site plan to review
• Site sound level survey
• No property contamination issues

• Check Department of Ecology Site Hazard 
Assessments (SHA) – Find Clean-up Sites

• May need a Phase 1 (and 2) Environmental Site 
Assessment (evaluates property for contamination)

• Review nearby features & activities for impact on air 
quality, noise, safety: 

• trains, busy traffic, high voltage power, industrial 
activities with emissions, physical hazards like open 
water, etc.

• Acceptable water supply & wastewater disposal
• DOH SharePoint School Site Approval Checklist

OSPI “D7” process for Building Approval:

May ask for LHJ approval – we have required:

• Submittal of the 100% bid copy plans

• Have reviewed and plans are substantially 
acceptable

• May not be completely approved yet – 
note that in approval letter – only for “D7” 
funding not approved yet for construction 
permit

•  Have a template letters for “D5” and “D7”
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https://ecology.wa.gov/spills-cleanup/contamination-cleanup/cleanup-sites
https://ecology.wa.gov/spills-cleanup/contamination-cleanup/cleanup-sites
https://ecology.wa.gov/spills-cleanup/contamination-cleanup/cleanup-sites
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/DOH-schoolenvironmentalhealthandsafety/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B861FB6E8-092A-49CA-8B76-A64BD556B1BF%7D&file=SchoolSiteApprovalChecklistForLHJs.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true


School Plan Review Process - Challenges

Check before approving check that:

• Existing buildings – may need change of use 
by building & planning department e.g. 
school locating in a new church – not the 
same as childcare or Sunday school

• Private schools – need to be approved by 
State Board of Education (SBE) Chapter 180-
90 WAC – require LHJ & Fire Dept. approval

• SBOE webpage https://sbe.wa.gov/our-
work/private-schools Check for 
unknown schools
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School Plan Review Process - Challenges

CTE for Secondary Schools:
Emergency eyewash/showers, fume hoods – needed?:

• Request list of chemicals & Safey Data Sheet (SDS)
• Eyewash – is it corrosive, irritant or toxic?  Could students be 

exposed? Review SDS for first aid treatment requires flushing?
• DOSH Directive 13.00 Emergency Wash Facilities 

https://www.lni.wa.gov/dA/91cf4ac7fc/DD1300.pdf 
• DOH SharePoint  Emergency Eyewashes and Showers
• Fume hood - review SDS requirements for mechanical exhaust 

ventilation

• Determine if equipment/activities generating fumes & needing local 
exhaust ventilation – e.g. 3D printers, laser printers, CO2 laser cutters, 
soldering, etc.

• DOH website 3D Printers
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https://www.lni.wa.gov/dA/91cf4ac7fc/DD1300.pdf
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/DOH-schoolenvironmentalhealthandsafety/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BB8139E5B-34A3-491C-98E4-DFCA51B90A09%7D&file=Emergency%20Eyewashes%20and%20Showers.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/schools/3d-printers


School Plan Review Process - Challenges

Construction & Landscaping:

• Railings on mezzanines – design should not allow 
seating surface to prevent falls – narrow, rounded 
or beveled design

• Landscaping:
• Large boulders
• Courtyards with amphitheaters (drop-offs)
• Terraced walls without railings
• Large trees near buildings – potential for 

windstorm damage
• Open water (creeks, rivers, ponds)
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School Plan Review Process - Challenges

Public & Non-K-12 Uses:

• Clinics in schools – ventilation, safety – 
separate entrances & locked doors

• Public libraries in schools – safety – public 
access to school, separate entrances & 
restrooms

• Early Learning/Head Start in elementary 
schools – will rooms/playgrounds be used 
for K-12 now or in future?
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-jefferson-collegesuccess/chapter/your-physical-environment/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


School Pre-occupancies - Compliance

New Schools:

• Required compliance for new construction (WAC 
compliance letter)

• Measure sound levels, lighting, hot water temps, 
GFCI’s, eyewash/shower flows, fume hood air flow, 
etc.

• May approve a TCO until all corrections made, 
depending on location & risk:

• example – low lighting in a restroom

Remodels:
• More challenging than new construction

• Sound levels in remodels e.g. shops
• Require mitigations to correct:

• Add insulation
• Reduce elbows in ductwork
• Vibration
• Dust bag house outside

• If not corrected & CO issued by building dept., note on 
routine inspections until corrected

• Lighting – add lighting, can use task lighting (with no 
tripping hazard) or use natural lighting to comply WAC 
246-366-120
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Playground Plan 
Review
Plan review & Pre-occupancy inspections



Playground Plan Review – Submittal Requirements

Playground Submittal

• Require a written playground rep statement or 
catalogue statement that equipment and design 
complies with current playground CPSC guidelines 
and ASTM standards

• Layout plan (distance to existing equipment)

• Cut sheets for equipment (visual of structures)

• Unitary surfacing spec sheets showing fall height 
protection (e.g. 4” depth protects from a 10’ fall)

• SRHD K-12 Playground Project Submittal form
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https://assets.srhd.org/assets/media/documents/SubmittalForm-Playground2016_181127_092336.pdf
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Playground Plan Review Challenges

Challenges:
• Designed by a school parent or shop teacher: 

• Provide written verification meets the standards

• Natural playgrounds:
• ASTM F1487 Appendix X1 – Hazard Identification & Risk 

Assessment  (HIRA)  provides guidance on application of 
standards to evaluate hazards

• Functionally linked – should be able to move between
• If questionable – request written statement from designer

• Donated used equipment:
• Meet current standards?  Have written verification?
• Missing hardware
• Worn platforms & hardware, etc.

WillyGoat Natural playground equipment:

11/5/2025 16



Playground Pre-occupancies - Compliance

New Playgrounds:

Require ASTM/CPSC compliance:

• Use zones

• Must fix hardware issues:
• Bolts > 2 threads under platform
• Head entrapment spaces
• Ground to overhead equipment height e.g. 

overhead ladder (surfacing depth)
• Height of slide exit – too high or low

If not corrected – note on routine inspections until 
corrected e.g. use zone that is little less than 
standards

Surfacing:

• Poured-in-place – request impact attenuation 
testing after installation to ASTM F3313

• Engineered wood chips – adequate depth per 
CPSC
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Thank you – Any questions?

Sandy Phillips
Technical Advisor
sphillips@srhd.org
509.324.1572

Livingenvironment@s
rhd.org
 Srhd.org

20XX
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