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Overview
Today we will cover 
• School engagement strategies

• Partner meetings
• Communication strategies

• Outreach
• Resources for teachers, parents
• Participation in community events

• Lessons learned
• Improving school engagement



Engagement – Partner Meetings
• BFHD Quarterly School Health & Safety Call

• Open to school nurses, teachers, administrative staff, and other school 
partners

• Discuss BFHD program updates, highlight resources, and provide 
information and education

• Bring in external partners and subject matter experts for additional 
learning and potential resource opportunities



Engagement – Partner Meetings
• Fall Annual Educational Conference

• Hosted by the school EH&S team – open to all but is mostly for those 
involved with school inspections e.g. risk managers, maintenance 
staff, etc.

• The first ‘touch-base’ with schools following the summer, and serves to 
provide:
• A recap of the previous year’s findings + lessons learned
• What to expect for upcoming inspections
• Partner presentations

• ESD/BFHD Annual Back 2 School Nurse event



Communication Strategies – Email Notifications
• Keep schools informed of resources, program changes, or 
other reminders (e.g. IPM Pest Press, wildfire smoke and air 
quality, etc.)

• Frequent reminders are often needed to keep schools 
engaged with environmental safety principles



Communication Strategies – Social Media Outreach

• Posts to BFHD’s media channels (usually) every month
• Focus on topics to inform school staff, administration, and parents, 
including
• IPM
• Air quality
• Playground safety
• Disease transmission
• Current events in the school 
   environmental safety/public health
   world



Outreach – Resources for Schools

https://bfhd.wa.gov/programs_services/school_health_and_safety/construction
https://cdnsm5-hosted.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_10765972/File/BFHD%20Safer%20Practices%20in%20the%20Laboratory%20Toolkit.pdf


Outreach – Resources for Schools

https://bfhd.wa.gov/programs_services/school_health_and_safety/school_inspection_guidelines_and_resources
https://cdnsm5-hosted.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_10765972/File/2023%20BFHD%20Animals%20in%20the%20Classroom%20Toolkit%20-%20Final.pdf


Outreach – Resources for Kids!



Outreach – Community Events
• Participation in school-sponsored events

• Health fairs
• Family nights
• Resource fairs
• Career day

• Participation in regional WAMOA 
meetings



Lessons Learned
• Meet the schools where it works for them
• Engage at multiple levels
• Education, education, education!
• Utilize partners from other organizations for resource sharing and 
educational opportunities



Future Engagement Strategies
• Establish a School Advisory Committee to further engage 
schools in the inspection process

• IAQ inspections this year will include discussions with schools 
on what resources they would most benefit from

• Participate in more outreach events
• Develop more methods for engaging schools in providing 
feedback on the usefulness of inspections, challenges in the 
process, etc.

• More coloring books?!



Thank you for listening!
Any questions?
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