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Learning Objectives
• Explain the collaborative Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC) process

• Summarize the draft rule, with special emphasis 
on new sections and subsections

• Describe the phased implementation process

• Explain “Discussion and Concerns” the TAC 
highlighted throughout the process

• Next steps
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History & Background
• 1960: Regulation .64 Environmental Sanitation- Schools enacted.

• 1971: Chapter 248-64 WAC Primary and Secondary Schools established. 

• 1990s: Chapter 248-64 WAC Recodified as Chapter 246-366 WAC. 

• 2004: Board begins update of school environmental health rules.

• 2009: An Operating Budget (2009 ESHB 1244) proviso prevents the 
implementation of new school rules without funding from the legislature. The 
Board adopts Chapter 246-366A WAC and delays the effective date.

• 2024: Legislature directs Board to review Chapter 246-366 WAC and Chapter 
246-366A WAC for updates. Board convenes the TAC.

• 2025: TAC completes review and finalizes recommendations. Board repeals 
246-366A, adopts committee recommendations, and sends a report to the 
governor and legislature.
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2010-2026 Budget Proviso 
Suspends New Rules

The department of health and the state 
board of health shall not implement any 
new or amended rules pertaining to 
primary and secondary school facilities 
until the rules and a final cost estimate 
have been presented to the legislature, 
and the legislature has formally funded 
implementation of the rules through the 
omnibus appropriations act or by statute.  
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State Board of Health Charge 2024 ESSB 5950 
§222(159)

August 2024—Convened a multi-disciplinary TAC to:

• Review chapters 246-366 and 246-366A WAC 

• Draft a new school environmental health and safety rule

• Complete fiscal analysis

• Develop implementation recommendations

• Submit these products and an Environmental Justice Assessment to the 
Governor and Legislature by June 30, 2025

TAC GOAL: Develop minimum standards for schools 
to protect student health and safety 
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The Recommended Proposed Language
Overview: 

• Updated definitions, site assessments, construction plan 
review, and imminent health hazard protocols

• Indoor air quality and temperature 

• Playground safety and injury prevention

• Frequency of inspections

• Flexibility with a focus on collaboration between schools and 
local public health



7

NO CHANGE
• Noise
• Lighting 
• Severability
• Appeals

UPDATED
• Definitions 
• Guidance
• Site Assessments
• Construction Plan 

Review
• Routine Inspection
• General Building 
• Showers and Restrooms

NEW
• Indoor Air Quality 
• Ventilation 
• Imminent Health Hazards 
• Playgrounds
• Specialized Rooms

Summary of Proposed Changes 
from Chapter 246-366 WAC
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Three-Phase Implementation

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

• Lays the foundation 
for future phases

• Developing indoor air, 
radon testing, and 
extreme temperature 
plans  

• Updates language

• Focus on building 
relationships

• Collaborative tasks 
between schools and 
LHJs, such as 
inspections and 
assessments 

• Implementation of 
new requirements to 
comply with rule, 
such as specialized 
rooms
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Phase 1 Recommendations
• Develop and implement plans for indoor air quality, including:

• HVAC inspections
• Monitoring and mitigating CO2 levels 
• Handling poor outdoor air quality, airborne illnesses, chemical emissions
• Integrated pest management plan
• Radon testing (test every five years)
• Extreme temperature readiness plan
• Prohibiting air fresheners, candles, or other products that contain fragrances
• Minimizing student exposure to construction activity emissions on campus
• Use of fragrance-free and low-hazard cleaning and sanitation supplies

• Develop extreme temperature readiness plan
• Purchase and install backflow devices
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TAC Discussion and Concerns
• Funding-model barriers, levy dependence, and 

school-type differences 

• Schools (public and private) and health agencies 
experience funding and capacity challenges in 
meeting state mandates

• Workforce capacity and funding stability 

• Small-school burdens and capacity constraints 

• Clean building performance standards

• Gaps and emerging school models
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Now What?
• June 2025 – State Board of Health voted to repeal chapter 246-366A 

WAC, the repeal was effective September 1, 2025

• We want to continue to work with interested parties to share information 
about the work we’ve done and ways to move forward

• Schools and local health have real funding needs

• If the Legislature lifts the proviso in 2026, the Board could begin the 
Phase 1 rulemaking as early as summer 2026
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If the legislature does not lift the proviso…
the existing 60-year-old rule continues.
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SBOH Online Resource
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Other Resources
• The DOH-OSPI K-12 Guide

• DOH School EH&S webpage

• Guidance

• Technical assistance

• Plan templates coming

• Your local health webpage

• Guidance and technical 
assistance

• Partners are your best resource! 
Remember to reach out.
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https://doh.wa.gov/schoolenvironment
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THANK YOU

To request this document in an alternate format, please contact the Washington State Board of Health 
at 360-236-4110, or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov |  TTY users can dial 711 
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