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DOH School Environmental Health & Safety 
and Indoor Air Quality Program

Our Mission

To protect and improve 
Environmental Health 

and Safety of schools in 
Washington state.



DOH Role
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DOH School Environmental Health and Safety 
and Indoor Air Quality Program

______
Our roles
• Ensure healthy and safe learning environments in school.
• Provide technical assistance to help prevent environmental 

hazards that can affect students and staff.
• Advocate for IAQ, safe chemical use, proper pest 

management, and effective ventilation.

Key partners
• LHJs, tribal partners, schools, and school districts
• State organizations like SBOH, OSPI, and SBE
• Other organizations like ESDs, school nurses, and WAMOA
• General public

School EH&S page 
doh.wa.gov/schoolenvironment

https://doh.wa.gov/schoolenvironment
https://doh.wa.gov/schoolenvironment
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DOH School Environmental Health and Safety 
and Indoor Air Quality Program

______
What we provide
• Published guidance

• Technical assistance and research for technical questions

• Plan review assistance for new schools, remodels, and playgrounds
• Assistance with safety concerns including:

• Playground safety
• Chemistry labs
• Spaces like auto shops, wood shops, art classes, and similar

• Provide support for WAC 246-366

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-366&full=true&pdf=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-366&full=true&pdf=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-366&full=true&pdf=true


DOH Updates
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Updates to Our Resources:
The K-12 Health & Safety Guide

Rules and recommendations based on 
established best practices and research

Updated after 21 years! (2024, 2025)
Now annual updates
• Collect feedback by spring each year
• Review by LHJs, ESDs, DOH, OSPI; 

SMEs as needed
• Post revisions for start of school year

Sign up for our 
GovDelivery
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Highlighted 2025 Updates

• Recommendation to not connect extension cords together.

• Allowance for schools to stock epinephrine auto injectors in 
accordance with new law.

• Encouraging separate hand sinks and drinking fountains in 
future remodels or new construction.

• Alignment of service animal wording with current RCW.

• Change of term “sparker rest” to correct term spark arrestor.

• Recommendation of prompt removal of animal waste from 
school grounds.

• Recommendation that landscaping not increase hazardous 
features.

Do you have suggestions 
for the K-12 guide? 
Let us know for next year!
schoolehs@doh.wa.gov

mailto:schoolehs@doh.wa.gov
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Updates to Our Resources:
 New School IPM Webpages

Basic Principles – What IPM looks like in practice, four 
basic steps

Hiring a Professional – Choose a point of contact, 
consider qualifications, contracts, examples

Pest Press Handouts – Printable 2-pagers to share 
with schools

Resources – Model IPM plans, forms and logs, 
pesticide use guidance, pest info sources, trainings

https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/schools/pesticides/school-integrated-pest-management
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Pest Presses (2-Page Handouts)
Updated versions creeping up!

House Mouse. (Photo 
by G. Shuklin.)



Playground resources, CPSI credential,
and plan review assistance
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Resources Include

DOH Assistance to LHJs 
with School Plan Review 
and Inspection: 

• Checklists
• Plan Review 

Comments
• Consultation
• Promote networking 

with LHJs
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Resources Include

DOH Playground Safety Guidance

•Frozen playgrounds
•Other topics- heat in playgrounds, 
playground design and safety, meeting 
ADA standards

FROZEN 
PLAYGROUN
D SURFACES

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-05/333-379.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-05/333-379.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-05/333-379.pdf
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Requested by Tacoma- Pierce 
County Health Department
• Supplement to CPSC 

Handbook and ASTM
• Easy to carry cards with 

key standards and 
illustrations to help 
inspectors verify 
compliance

Playground Safety Cards for LHJ InspectionsResources Include
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Playground Safety Cards for 
LHJ Inspections

Resources Include
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Resources Include
Playground Safety Cards for LHJ 
Inspections
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Playground Safety Presentations and Trainings 2025

Natural play areas at LHJ partnership meeting 

• Presentation by designer of natural play 
spaces and contributor to Nature Play & 
Learning Places

https://outdoorplaybook.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Nature-Play-Learning-Places_v1.5_Jan16.pdf
https://outdoorplaybook.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Nature-Play-Learning-Places_v1.5_Jan16.pdf
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Playground Safety Presentations and Trainings 2025

Playground Surfacing 
presentation – WSEHA 
conference
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Certified Playground Safety Inspector (CPSI)

Benefit:
• Confidence in playground inspections
• Credibility in profession
• Access to CPSI community and online  resource

How to become a CPSI:
Certified Playground Safety Inspector (CPSI) | Certification | 
National Recreation and Park Association

•

o Attend a 2-day training, in person or online
o Successfully pass a 100-question exam

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrpa.org%2Fcertification%2FCPSI%2Fbecome-a-cpsi%2F&data=05%7C02%7CScott.Reynolds%40doh.wa.gov%7Cacae20fb22304fb74ab808dda462ce90%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638847466457799536%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wTguN9QL1ZTlDDcUGvg32eED9jDrfZa0M72K%2BmwFAJ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrpa.org%2Fcertification%2FCPSI%2Fbecome-a-cpsi%2F&data=05%7C02%7CScott.Reynolds%40doh.wa.gov%7Cacae20fb22304fb74ab808dda462ce90%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638847466457799536%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wTguN9QL1ZTlDDcUGvg32eED9jDrfZa0M72K%2BmwFAJ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrpa.org%2Fcertification%2FCPSI%2Fbecome-a-cpsi%2F&data=05%7C02%7CScott.Reynolds%40doh.wa.gov%7Cacae20fb22304fb74ab808dda462ce90%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638847466457799536%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wTguN9QL1ZTlDDcUGvg32eED9jDrfZa0M72K%2BmwFAJ4%3D&reserved=0


Cold and Flu Season
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Cold and Flu Season 
Ventilation

• Outdoor air: ≥15 to 20 CFM/person 
• Filter to reduce dust, other particles

• Change seasonally, check monthly

• Air purifiers: filter only - may help, but 
not a “silver bullet”

• Humidity: maintain 40-60%
Ventilation and Air 

Quality for Reducing 
Transmission of 

Airborne Illnesses

Image source: U.S. EPA

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/333-256.pdf?uid=62c5d9543e0d8
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/333-256.pdf?uid=62c5d9543e0d8
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/333-256.pdf?uid=62c5d9543e0d8
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/333-256.pdf?uid=62c5d9543e0d8
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Clean then Disinfect Safely

Teachers
• Classroom Cleaning Tips for Teachers
• Teach Good Handwashing Habits

https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/schools/environmental-health/classroom-cleaning
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/schools/environmental-health/classroom-cleaning
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/schools/environmental-health/handwashing
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Clean then Disinfect Safely

Teachers
• Clean to remove dirt, most germs
• Use soap & water
• Students - soap & water only - no chemicals

Use fragrance-free baby wipes
No disinfecting wipes

• Contain hazardous chemicals
• Fragrances can trigger asthma 

and allergies
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Clean then Disinfect Safely

Custodial Staff
• Safe Cleaning and Disinfecting Guidance for Schools

• Clean first, THEN disinfect
• High-risk areas
• When students not present

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/333-344.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/333-344.pdf
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Clean then Disinfect Safely

Use greener and safer products
• Soap and water in a spray bottle
• Safer Choice, Design for the Environment

• Keep SDS for each chemical
• Store chemicals safely
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Other Cold and Flu 
Season Steps

• Sick children stay home!
• Wash hands often
• Clean and disinfect thoughtfully

When is your child 
too sick for school, 

OSPI

Image source: U.S. EPA

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fospi.k12.wa.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2025-08%2Fwhen-your-child-too-sick-school.pdf/1/0101019a02c5ee67-57d515a3-9cc9-4f05-aa36-42b4933efad0-000000/wz9vpkoVTp_1FYiTMcYfe6XMPLyXW3bbklUwxZDttJs=427
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fospi.k12.wa.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2025-08%2Fwhen-your-child-too-sick-school.pdf/1/0101019a02c5ee67-57d515a3-9cc9-4f05-aa36-42b4933efad0-000000/wz9vpkoVTp_1FYiTMcYfe6XMPLyXW3bbklUwxZDttJs=427
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fospi.k12.wa.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2025-08%2Fwhen-your-child-too-sick-school.pdf/1/0101019a02c5ee67-57d515a3-9cc9-4f05-aa36-42b4933efad0-000000/wz9vpkoVTp_1FYiTMcYfe6XMPLyXW3bbklUwxZDttJs=427


Questions?

DOH School EH&S and IAQ Program
schoolehs@doh.wa.gov

doh.wa.gov/schoolenvironment

mailto:schoolehs@doh.wa.gov
https://doh.wa.gov/schoolenvironment
https://doh.wa.gov/schoolenvironment


To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov. 
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