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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
PERMANENT RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

      

CR-103P (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Department of Health – Board of Optometry      

Effective date of rule: 
Permanent Rules 

☒     31 days after filing. 

☐     Other (specify)       (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should 

be stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: Optometry Examination and Licensure Requirements - Correcting RCW citations in WAC 246-851-490.  
In 2024, the Board of Optometry (board) adopted amendments to WAC 246-851-400, 246-851-410, and 246-851-570 through 
246-851-600 in response to the statutory changes made by Substitute Senate Bill (SSB) 5389 (chapter 400, laws of 2023), 
codified as RCW 18.53.010. The statutory changes inserted two new subsections resulting in the renumbering of the 
remaining subsections of the law. Three citations in WAC 246-851-490 were affected by the updates to RCW 18.53.010. 
Because WAC 246-851-490 was open for a different rulemaking project at the time, corrections to the citations could not be 
included as part of the updates to the rule. The purpose of the adopted amendments are to correct the citations to align with 
the statute now that the original rule project has concluded.  
      

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New: None         
Repealed: None       
Amended: WAC 246-851-490   
Suspended: None       

Statutory authority for adoption:  RCW 18.54.070     

Other authority:  None     

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-15-095 on 07/16/25 (date). 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version:  No changes were made.     

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: 

Name:        

Address:       

Phone:       

Fax:       

TTY:       

Email:       

Web site:       

Other:       
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Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New 0     Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Federal rules or standards:  New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Recently enacted state statutes:  New 0 Amended 1 Repealed 0  

 

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New   0     Amended 0 Repealed 0  

 

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New   0     Amended 1 Repealed 0  

 

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New   0    Amended 0 Repealed 0  

 

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New 0     Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Pilot rule making:  New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Other alternative rule making:  New 0 Amended 1 Repealed 0  

 

Date Adopted: October 17, 2025       

 

Name:  Melissa Dacumos, OD     
 

Title:   Chairperson, Board of Optometry       

Signature: 
 

 



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-23-045, filed 11/14/24, effective 
12/15/24)

WAC 246-851-490  Examination and licensure.  To qualify for li-
censure in this state a candidate must:

(1) Successfully complete Parts I, II, and III of the National 
Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO) examinations; the Part III hav-
ing been administered and successfully completed after January 1, 
1993.

(2) Applicants who completed the NBEO Part II examination prior 
to January 1, 1993, must successfully complete the International Asso-
ciation of Examiners in Optometry (IAB) examination in treatment and 
management of ocular disease.

(3) Be a graduate of a state accredited high school or equiva-
lent.

(4) Be a graduate of a school or college of optometry accredited 
by the Council on Optometric Education of the American Optometric As-
sociation and approved by the Washington state board of optometry.

(5) Be of good moral character.
(6) Effective January 1, 2007, all applicants who receive their 

initial (first) license in Washington state must meet all the certifi-
cation requirements of RCW 18.53.010 (((2))) (4)(a), (b), (c), and 
(d).

(((7) Effective January 1, 2009, all optometrists licensed in 
Washington state must be certified under RCW 18.53.010 (2)(a) and (b).

(8) Effective January 1, 2011, all optometrists licensed in Wash-
ington state must be certified under RCW 18.53.010 (2)(a), (b), (c), 
and (d).))
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