' .’ Washington State Department of

ACUPUNCTURE AND EASTERN MEDICINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Monday, November 17, 2025

Committee Members Present: LisavanHaagen, AEMP, Chair
Kristine McGinley, L.Ac., AEMP, Vice-Chair
Christina Jackson, AEMP
Yiwen Su, AEMP
Phillip Padelford, Public Member

Staff Present: Adriana Barcena, Program Manager
Bruce Bronoske, Jr., Executive Director
Kristi Knieps, Assistant Attorney General (AAG)
Cassandra Gerard, Program Support
Jane Zepp, Credentialing Supervisor
Britni McLucas, Credentialing Manager

Others Present: Sharonne O’Shea
Leslie Emerick, WAEMA
Diane

OPEN SESSION

1. CALLTO ORDER

The open session of the business meeting was called to order at 10:38 a.m. by Lisa
vanHaagen, Chair.

1.1 Introductions of committee members and staff.
e The committee members, staff, and audience were introduced.
1.2 Public Comment — The public will have an opportunity to provide comments. If
you would like to comment during this time, please limit your comments to two
minutes. Please identify yourself and who you represent, if applicable, when the

Chair opens the floor for public comment.

e No public comments were directed to the committee at this time.
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1.3 Approval of Agenda

e A motion was made to approve the November 17, 2025 agenda as presented.
e The motion was seconded, and the committee unanimously approved the
November 17, 2025 agenda as presented.

1.4  Approval of August 18, 2025 meeting minutes

e A motionwas made to approve the August 18, 2025 minutes.
e The motion was seconded, and the committee unanimously approved the
August 18, 2025 minutes.

2. CREDENTIALING PRESENTATION - Britni McLucas, Credentialing Manager

e Ms. McLucas presented the Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine Practitioner
credentialing data to the committee.

e Ms. McLucas shared the number of applications received from April 1, 2025 -
September 30, 2025.

e Ms. McLucas shared the pending license statuses as of October 23, 2025 and
the quarterly average application processing time.

e Ms. McLucas answered questions from the committee on application
processing. She explained common reasons for delays in issuing licenses and
provided examples of when an application is closed.

3. MEMBER ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

e Ms. Barcena shared Ms. vanHaagen’s second term expires November 30, 2025.
e Ms. Barcena thanked Ms. vanHaagen for her time and dedication to the
committee.

e Ms, vanHaagen shared her experience on the committee and expressed
gratitude for the experience.

4. RECRUITMENT UPDATE - Adriana Barcena, Program Manager

e Ms. McGinley has accepted a second term with the committee.

e Ms. Barcena shared an update on the professional member recruitment
process. Two applications have been received, and the candidates have been
interviewed.

e The appointment package will be sent to the Secretary of Health to select a
candidate.

e The committee will receive an update when the Secretary’s determination is
made.
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5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS - The committee nominated and elected chair and vice chair
for the 2026 calendar year.

e A motionwas made for Ms. McGinley as Chairperson for the 2026 calendar
year.

e The motion was seconded, and the committee unanimously approved.

e A motionwas made for Ms. Jackson as Vice Chairperson for the 2026 calendar
year.

e The motion was seconded, and the committee unanimously approved.

6. 2026 MEETING DATES AND LOCATIONS - The committee determined 2026 meeting
dates and locations.

e A motion was made for the meeting dates to be held on January 26, 2026, May
18, 2026, August 31, 2026, and November 9, 2026 at 10:30am.
e The motion was seconded, and the committee unanimously approved.

7. 2026 LEGISLATIVE LIASION AND MEET ME CALL PARTICIPANT(S) - The committee
determined and voted who will be the legislative liaison and meet me call participant
for the 2026 legislative session.

e Ms. Barcena explained that meet-me calls have been discontinued.

e Ms. Barcena described the role of the legislative liaison, and previous liaisons
shared their experience with the committee.

e A motion was made for Ms. McGinley as the primary legislative liaison and the
committee as the secondary liaison, if needed for the 2026 legislative session.

e The motion was seconded, and the committee unanimously approved.

8. NATIONAL CERTIFICATION COMMISSION FOR ACUPUNCTURE AND ORIENTAL
MEDICINE (NCCAOM) MONTHLY UPDATES - Kristine McGinley, L.Ac.

e Ms. McGinley attended the NCCAOM town hall meeting on September 17,
2025.

e The town hall meeting included information on the External Provider Scheduling
(EPS) portal.

e Ms. McGinley shared EPS is used by external providers to schedule new and
existing referrals with the Veterans Affairs (VA) system.

e The NCCAOM meeting presentation slides will be provided to the committee
members for their review.

e Ms. McGinley shared the list of top referring VA medical centers in the country.

e Ms. Emerick requested an article about provider referrals through the VA
system for the WAEMA newsletter.
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The committee will discuss submitting an article for the WAEMA newsletter at
their next meeting.

9. AEMP SCOPE OF PRACTICE - The committee reviewed the needle removal FAQ.

Ms. vanHaagen shared her suggested revisions to the needle removal FAQ for
the department’s website.

Ms. vanHaagen suggested including needle removal guidelines for student
clinicians observing patient/practitioner interactions at practitioners’ offices.
Ms. Jackson commented there may be practitioners who are not associated
with a school and are unaware of the current law and rules.

The committee discussed scenarios when needle removal may occurin a
practitioner’s office.

Ms. Knieps suggested adding more description to clarify which “students” are
permitted to remove needles- students must be participating in an acupuncture
or acupuncture and eastern medicine educational program approved by the
secretary.

In reviewing the last bullet point of the FAQ, Ms. vanHaagen suggested language
change as continuing education is not required to be provided by a professional
organization of acupuncture or Eastern medicine.

The committee discussed the precedent for workshops and seminars taught by
out-of-state practitioners.

Ms. Knieps will seek clarification of educational programs approved by the
secretary to share with the committee at the next meeting.

A motion was made to postpone the FAQ approval to allow staff to research
further.

The motion was seconded, and the committee unanimously approved.

10. PROGRAM MANAGEMENT REPORT - Information was provided to the committee by
the program manager and executive director.

10.1

Rules Update — Adriana Barcena, Program Manager

Ms. Barcena shared the CR 102 for WAC 246-803-240 examinations filed as
WSR 25-04-007 is in the final drafting stages of the rules package.
The rules package will be forwarded to the policy team for internal review.

Budget Report — Bruce Bronoske Jr., Executive Director

Mr. Bronoske shared the July 1, 2025 through September 30, 2025 budget
status report with the committee.

Mr. Bronoske explained the fund balance has decreased. No fee increases are
recommended, and the balance will continue to be monitored.
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. Mr. Bronoske answered questions from the committee about the fund balance
target and how license fees are determined.

° Ms. Knieps shared a status update on a discipline case that has attributed to
the discipline cost.

° The committee discussed using past data to prepare for discipline costs and
the impact of HELMS on credentialing.

10.3 HELMS - Certifications, licenses and renewal notice update — Adriana Barcena,
Program Manager

° Ms. Barcena shared the license renewal changes due to the HELMS system
transition.

. License renewal notices and copies of licenses will no longer be mailed to
providers. License renewal notices will be sent by email, and providers will be
able to print their licenses through their SAW portal.

. The committee discussed how license and renewal changes are announced to
providers.

° Ms. Barcena will send a reminder to providers through GovDelivery.
11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND PLANNING FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

e Rules update

e Disciplinary Report

e Budget Report

e HELMS update on PT-IM needling/Credentialing Report
e Business Plan

e Needle Removal FAQ

o WAEMA Newsletter Article

¢ WAEMA Legislative Update

12. ADJOURNMENT

e The business meeting was adjourned at 12:17 p.m. on Monday, November 17,
2025.

e The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 26, 2026.

Updated meeting information will be posted to the Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine
practitioner webpage.



