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Veterinary Board of Governors
Regular Meeting Minutes

December 8, 2025

Location: Department of Health, TC2, Room 153

111 Isreal Road SE, Tumwater, WA 98501 and Microsoft Teams

Board Members Present:

Board Members Absent:

Staff Members’ Present:

Other Attendees resent:

Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, DVM, Chair
Katherine Bibi, DVM, Vice-Chair

Aja Senestraro, DVM

Kathryn Haigh, DVM

Maci Paden, DVM

Kim Morgan, LVT

Rebecca Knoke, General Member

Debra Clabough Sellon, DVM

Amber Freeberg, Executive Director

Poppy Budrow, Program Manager

Katie Graue, Administrative Assistant

Tara Mackemull, Program Support

Megan Maxey. Policy Analyst

Laura Riordan, Credentialing Supervisor

Prina Patel, AAG

Lydia Koroma, Staff Attorney

Joel Coleman, Credentialing Staff

Lilia Lopez, AAG

Bety Moe, Deputy Executive Director for CQAC
Lindsay Trant-Sinclair, Deputy Director for PQAC
Marlee O’Neill, Executive Director for PQAC
Christipher Wright, AAG

Lori Lutskas

Ken Gordon, WSVMA Dr. Judy Hung
Ashley Byrne, LVT, WSAVT Loren Breen

Brittany Benesi Theresa Westfall
Nathan Egnet Carolina Cruz

Nikki Windon Susan Jensen, CQAC
Barbie J. Jimenez-Trudeau Caitlin Cushing
Martine Hassard Scott Young

Notice of this meeting was published on the Veterinarian | Washington State Department of
Health profession website and was sent out through the GovDelivery listserv.


https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/veterinarian
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/veterinarian

Opening of Public Meeting, Call to Order, Mission, and Board Roll Call - Andrea Sanchez-
Chambers, Chair

Callto Order at 9:01 am
1. Consent Agenda - Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, Chair

1.1. Approval of amended December 8, 2025, draft meeting agenda, motion made to approve
amended draft agenda, seconded and approved unanimously.

Added amendment was to add discussion as item 18 to the agenda regarding signature
delegations.

1.2. Approval of September 15, 2025, draft business meeting minutes, motion made to approve draft
minutes, seconded and approved unanimously.

2. Rules Hearing - Animal Healthcare Tasks

The purpose of this rules hearing is to consider updates to Animal Healthcare Tasks WAC 246-935-040,
050, 010, and WAC 246-937-010

Link to rules in progress: Rules in Progress | Washington State Department of Health

Subcommittee Members: Dr. Katherine Bibi; Dr. Andrea Sanchez-Chambers; Ms. Kim Morgan, LVT

2.1. The board took public comments and considered adoption of proposed rules filed under WSR 25-
21-126 on October 21, 2025. The proposed language updates the scope of practice for Licensed
Veterinary Technicians and Unlicensed Assistants. The proposed rule has been reformatted into
tables for clarity and ease of use for professionals and the public.

Rules Hearing started at 9:07 am.

Ms. Budrow proposed a non-substantive change to the previously approved draft language. Ms.
Budrow summarized comments that she had received about dental extraction.

Comments were given by Ken Gordon, WSVMA. Mr. Gordon would like to add “and respiratory” to
the definition for general anesthesia.

Ashley Byrne, LVT, WSAVT made comment letting the Board know they do support the
purposed changes.

2.2. The Board reviewed written comments and letters received.

Letter correspondence from the AAEP (American Association of Equine Practitioners).
Rules hearing closed at 9:34 am.
Dr. Sanchez-Chambers opened the floor for Board comments. The Board held a discussion.

There was a motion made for the Board to adopt the proposed language with the additional of the
non-substantive change, seconded and voted by roll call and was approved unanimously.

The public hearing concluded at 9:42 am.
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3. Reports

3.1. Dr. Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, DVM, Chair - Dr. Sanchez-Chambers brought up board
recruitment concerns and lack of applicants. Dr. Sanchez-Chambers thanked Dr. Sellon for her
work with the board.

3.2. Amber Freeberg, Executive Director — Ms. Freeberg gave an update on HELMS and informed the
board that we are not able to pull any credentialing reports at this time but will get them
credentialing stats as soon as they are available in HELMS. Ms. Freeberg let the board know that
our credentialing staff are currently working on applications from November 2025. Ms. Freeberg
let the board know that HELMS 3.0 will be implemented soon but the program will be down for a
short time.

3.3. Poppy Budrow, Program Manager — Ms. Budrow informed the board about recruitment and
congressional districts and the need for a board member to represent the east side of the state.
Ms. Budrow has worked with DOH’s social media team regarding the recruitment. Ms. Budrow
talked about “tabling” — Having board members go and answer questions for the public at
specific events. Ms. Budrow let the public know that all communication needs to go through her.

Dr. Haigh asked if we could send some people to a conference in the springtime for WSU.

4. Open Forum (Limit to 10 minutes)

Ken Gordon, WSVMA would like to work with the Board regarding Health Care Tasks.
Katie L. Rawling asked “Are we able to send a communication through the Dean at WSU and ask her to
put something to advertise in the WSU Vet School newsletter?” — Ms. Budrow will do it.

5. Animal Chiropractic Joint Task Force Update
The board discussed the October 7, 2025, Joint Task Force meeting
Task force members: Drs. Senestraro, Sellon, and Bibi

5.1. Taskforce gave an update, Dr. Senestraro went over what was talked about at the last meeting.
The Chiropractic Association has draft bill.

Mr. Gordon, with WSVMA asked staff to pull up the map and went over which states allow
chiropractors to practice without veterinary supervision.

5.2. Task Force meeting agenda

5.3. Animal Chiropractic Draft Legislation

Dr. Paden offered to join the task force in place of Dr. Sellon. There was a motion, seconded and
approved unanimously.

6. 1705 Large Animal Veterinarian Recruitment Workgroup

WSU has created a workgroup to research how to train, retain, and attract large animal veterinarians.
Dr. Maci Paden is the representative for VBOG with Drs. Sellon and Haigh as alternates.

6.1. Report on meeting: Poppy Budrow. Ms. Budrow let the board know about the meetings that take
place every other week. Ms. Budrow gave an updated on the progress of group, including the
interim report was sent to legislature by the December 1 deadline.

There was a board discussion.
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7. Pharmacy Commission Update

Pharmacy staff did a presentation and had a discussion regarding the new pharmacy label accessibility
rule. Pharmacy invited anyone with question to email them directly at wspgac@doh.wa.gov .

Link to CR-103: CR-103P Accessible Labeling - WSR 25-04-003 (Filed January 22, 2025)

Link to WACs Created:

WAC 246-945-026:, WAC 246-945-027:, WAC 246-945-028:, WAC 246-945-029:

8. Rules Update - Veterinary Telemedicine (VCPR)

The CR-101 to re-open VCPR rules was filed on October 21, 2025, under WSR 25-21-129 to update and
clarify VCPR rules. WAC 246-933-010 and 246-933-200 are open.
Subcommittee Members: Drs. Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, Aja Senestraro, Katherine Bibi

8.1. The Board open the floor for Public Comment.

8.2.

8.3.
8.4.

Mr. Gordon, WSVMA, made the comment that the gold standard is to have a “hands on visit”.
Telemedicine gives access to care where there would be no care at all. WSMVA has been working
with ASPCA to draft a recommendation. Mr. Gordon continued and made the comparison to
Alaska’s Rules.

Brittany Bensi with ASPCA stated that they align and share views with Mr. Gordon and feels good
about the common ground they have come to and looks forward to the legislative efforts.

The subcommittee gave an update, and the update was given by Dr. Senestraro. Dr. Senestraro
stated that at the first subcommittee meeting the Board discussed guard rails, and options for
redress if care is not to standard. Dr. Haigh also expressed concern regarding accountability and
veterinarians knowing local issues and gave the example of salmon poisoning to dogs.

The board discussed possible further updates.

VCPR CR-101 document presented.

The next Subcommittee meeting will be on December 11, 2025.

9. Rule Workshop - Eligibility for Examination as Veterinary Technician WAC 246-935-060(4)

The CR-101 to open LVT Eligibility for Examination rules was filed on October 17, 2025, under WSR 25-
21-093. This rulemaking is in response to petitions from WSVMA and WSVTA to close the “Wisconsin
Loophole” in WAC 246-935-060(4). The board will discuss proposed language.

9.1.

9.2.

The Board opened the floor for Public Comment.

Public comments were given by the following:

Dr. Judy Hung with Eastside Vet Associates is opposed to decreasing the pathways to LVT

licensure.

Ashley Byrne with WSAVT, Ms. Byrne supports and appreciate the adjustment to the language.
Ken Gordon, WSVMA also supports the new language and that WSVMA is looking at ways to
improve the pathway for foreign trained veterinarians to get a Washington license.

The board reviewed proposed language.

Dr. Sanchez-Chambers took a poll with the Board on what each members preference was
between options 1, 2, and 3. The Board preferred option 2. There was a motion made to accept
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proposed language option 2 and to move it to the next stage in rule making, seconded and
approved unanimously.

10. Veterinary Internship Research Subcommittee

11.

12.

13.

This subcommittee was developed in response to a petition from Mr. Rybka representing Fountain
Veterinary Hospital for a post-DVM, pre-NAVLE internship.

10.1. The Board opened the floor for public comment.

Ken Gordon made comment letting the Board know that the WSVMA DEIW workgroup is looking
at getting the NAVLE test in Spanish. Mr. Gordon also stated that the practical exam for foreign
trained DVM'’s is prohibitively expensive.

10.2. Subcommittee gave an update; Dr. Bibi let the group know that they are still doing research and
discussing the direction the Board wants to go and will give updates regularly. The Board had a
discussion.

10.3. The subcommittee scheduled a subcommittee meeting for January 6, 2026.

AAG Update - Prina Patel, AAG; Lilia Lopez, AAG; and Christopher Wright, AAG

Christopher Wright, AAG gave an update on Horse teeth floating, the plaintiff has appealed the ruling
and the anticipated timeline is quite long.

Lillia Lopez, AAG gave an update on the apprenticeship case, the decision came out in September
2025. The VBOG won, L&l lost. NAVTA appealed.

Disciplinary Process Standardization
The board discussed the disciplinary process, and how complaints are assessed, and how the board
can be more transparent to the public and licensees. Dr. Bibi proposed a subcommittee.

There was a motion made to approve the discipline subcommittee, it was seconded and approved
unanimously.

The subcommittee will consist of: Drs. Bibi, and Haigh and Ms. Knoke and the first subcommittee will
be scheduled January 16, 2026.

Elections for Board Chairperson and Vice Chairperson for 2026
The board held elections for a new Chairperson and Vice-chairperson for 2026.

Current Nominations are as follows: Dr. Katherine Bibi was nominated to be Board Chair. Dr. Maci
Paden was nominated as Vice Chair.

There were no other nominations for Chairperson. There was a motion to elect Dr. Katherine Bibi as
Chair, the motion was seconded and approved unanimously. Dr. Katherine Bibi was voted
Chairperson for 2026 and her term as Chair will begin on January 1, 2026.

Dr. Senestraro was nominated in addition to Dr. Maci Paden for Vice-Chair. Dr. Senestraro declined
nomination. There was a motion to elect Dr. Maci Paden as Vice-Chair; the motion was seconded and
approved unanimously. Dr. Maci Paden was voted Vice-Chairperson for 2026 and her term as Vice-
Chair will begin on January 1, 2026.
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14. Correspondence
Any letters the board has received and have not been addressed above will be reviewed.

As of 11/20/2025 there was no correspondence received for review.

15. Conferences and Presentations

The board reviewed who will be attending the following conferences and updates were given on past
conferences:

15.1.

15.2.

15.3.

15.4.

15.5.

15.6.

15.7.

PNW Veterinary Conference, Tacoma. Disciplinary Presentation. Date: September 26, 2025.

Presenters: Ms. Morgan, Dr. Haigh, Dr. Bibi.

Board member that gave report on the event was Dr. Bibi, who filled two slots, one was a
presentation, and the other was a panel.

PNW Veterinary Conference, Tacoma. Panel Discussion.
Panel: Dr. Bibi, Dr. Sanchez, Ms. Morgan.

Board member that gave report on the event was Dr. Bibi. Most of the questions received were
related to the length of time the discipline process takes.

AAVSB Annual Meeting: Dates: September 18-21, 2025, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Attending: Dr. Bibi

Board member that gave report on the event was Dr. Bibi. Dr. Bibi stated they reviewed
amendments and round table discussion about international boards.

AAVSB ED Summit: April 22/23, 2026
Staff will not be attending due to staff travel restrictions.
AAVSB Board Basics and Beyond: April 24/25, 2026

Attending: Dr. Sanchez-Chambers and Dr. Senestraro as an alternate if Dr. Sanchez-Chambers
cannot attend.

The Board discussed and decided to send Dr. Sanchez-Chambers. There was a motion to send
Dr. Sanchez-Chambers, the motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

PNW Veterinary Conference, Tacoma. Date: September 25-27, 2026.
Attending: Dr. Haigh, Dr. Sanchez-Chambers, and Ms. Knoke

Motion made for Dr. Haigh, Dr. Sanchez-Chambers, and Ms. Knoke to attend the PNW
Veterinary Conference in Tacoma. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

AAVSB Annual Meeting: September 23-26, 2026
Attending: Dr. Bibi

There was a motion to approve sending Dr. Bibi to AAVSB, the motion was seconded and
approved unanimously.

16. Reminders: Meeting Dates for 2026

16.1.
16.2.

s/

HEALTH

February 27, 2026
2026 meetings: June 5, September 11, December 18.

These dates have been filed with the code reviser and are posted on the Veterinary Board of
Governors Website.
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17. Agenda Development

The board will review and identify agenda items for the February 27, 2026, business meeting.

17.1. Subcommittee Update: FAQ Animal Health Care Tasks

17.2. Subcommittee Update on VCPR

17.3. Discipline Process
17.4. Internship
17.5. Humane Society

17.6. Chiropractic Task force

17.7. AAG Update, as needed if there is any updates to give to the Board.

17.8. 1705 -Update.

18. Added Agenda Item - Signature Delegation, Poppy Budrow

Ms. Budrow reviewed and held discussion regarding: 1-1-19-C and 1-1-19-A signature delegation
forms that were previously sent to the Board for their review.

Motion was made to adopt the Form 1-1-19-C form, the motion was seconded and approved

unanimously.

Motion was made to adopt the Form 1-1-19-A form, the motion was seconded and approved

unanimously.

Open Session Meeting Adjournment at 1:35 pm.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made, motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

Submitted by:
Poppy Budrow, Program Manager
Veterinary Board of Governors

Onfile

Approved by:
Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, Chair
Veterinary Board of Governors

On file

SIGNATURE

SIGNATURE

DATE
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