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December 18, 2025

Subject: Informative- Information on Agency Rulemaking December 1-15, 2025
Honorable Tribal Leaders, Partners, and Professionals,

We thank you for your partnership and guidance on the Washington State Department of Health
rulemaking process. As an agency, we are committed to honoring the Tribal sovereignty of
Washington’s first Nations. As part of this commitment, and in appreciation of the governance structures
of Tribal Nations, we welcome your expertise and collaboration in these current and upcoming
rulemaking activities. We prioritize Tribal involvement early in the process to better ensure we are
incorporating Tribal expertise, perspectives, and transparency in agency rulemaking.

In accordance with Chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and the
Department of Health’s (WA-DOH) Tribal Consultation and Collaboration Procedure, DOH invites you
to review the list of rulemaking activities below and actively collaborate with staff on all topics that may
be of interest.

We appreciate your feedback, if you have any suggestions or questions about how to best honor Tribal
sovereignty and strengthen agency processes, please let us know.

To provide comments or requests for additional information, please contact:

Candice Wilson — Quatz’tenaut (Lummi) Tami Thompson

Executive Director Regulatory Affairs Manager
Office of Tribal Public Health Relations Tami.Thompson@doh.wa.gov
Candice.Wilson@doh.wa.gov 360-628-0096

360-819-7626

Sincerely,

-

Candice Wilson — Quatz’tenaut (Lummi)

Executive Director OTPHR

CC: Dennis E. Worsham, Secretary of Health, WA-DOH
Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary, WA-DOH
Kristin Peterson, Chief, Office of Policy, Planning & Evaluation, WA-DOH
Lacy Fehrenbach, Chief, Office of Prevention, Safety & Health, WA-DOH
Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett, MD, MPH, Chief Science Officer, WA-DOH
Michelle Davis, Executive Director, Washington State Board of Health


https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/relations/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
mailto:Candice.Wilson@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Tami.Thompson@doh.wa.gov

HEALTH BOARD orHEALTH

Department of Health/State Board of Health Rule

Report |

December 1-15, 2025

The following Department of Health (WA-DOH) and State Board of Health (SBOH) rules and documents
were filed with the Washington State's Code Reviser Office December 1-15, 2025. If you have any questions
about the documents, please contact the person on the forms.
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Preproposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101)

Nursing Education Programs. The Washington State Board of Nursing is considering amendments to WAC
246-840-500 through 246-840-571 to clarify nursing education requirements; and to address changes
resulting from legislation enacted during the 2026 legislative session. Filed as WSR 26-01-020.

Proposed Rules (CR-102)

Birthing Center Fees. WA DOH is proposing amendments to WAC 246-329-990 to update existing licensure
and renewal fees for birthing centers and to establish a fee structure that incorporates accreditation status. The
proposed changes are intended to comply with RCW 43.70.250, ensure program sustainability, and create an
enforceable and transparent fee schedule. Filed as WSR 25-24-078.

Continuing Education Requirements for Dentists Administering Sedation. The Dental Quality Assurance
Commission is proposing amendments to WAC 246-817-773 to clarify continuing education and training
requirements for dentists who administer sedation. Filed as WSR 25-24-079 ..

Expedited Rulemaking (CR-105)
No Filings

Emergency Rules (CR-103E)
No Filings

Adopted Rules (CR-103P)

Licensed Mental Health Counselor Associates - Add HEAL-WA Fee. WA DOH adopted amendments to WAC
246-809-990 to add a University of Washington Health Sciences Library (HEAL-WA) fee for licensed mental
health counselor associates at initial licensure and renewal. The rule implements legislative requirements
enacted in 2025 to support statewide access to health sciences information resources. Filed as WSR 26-01-042.

Newborn Screening Panel Additions. SBOH adopted amendments to add three new conditions, Ornithine
Transcarbamylase Deficiency (OTCD), Guanidinoacetate Methyltransferase (GAMT) Deficiency, and Arginase 1
Deficiency (ARG1-D), to the mandatory newborn screening panel in WAC 246-650-010 and 246-650-020. Filed
as WSR 25-24-060.

Nursing Home Administrators - Administrator-In-Training Requirements. The Board of Nursing Home
Administrators adopted amendments to WAC 246-843-090, 246-843-095, and WAC 246-843-230 to allow
participants to visit other facilities during their program, to change preceptor reporting frequency, to require
leadership training for preceptor and to remove barriers for out of state applicants. Filed as WSR 26-01-031.
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2025%2F12%2F16%2Ffile_attachments%2F3497346%2F2601042LicensedCounselorsHEALWAFeeCR103Pcombined.pdf/1/0101019b298690d8-636c946a-2a16-4cf2-862f-adf31cde416c-000000/P4Fnqv8UIFglnZkGsXxQItC_Ynq17Dc7MHkChewKY-E=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2025%2F12%2F16%2Ffile_attachments%2F3497362%2F2524060newbornscreeningCR103combined.pdf/1/0101019b298690d8-636c946a-2a16-4cf2-862f-adf31cde416c-000000/yTLX177J4asiL7rVzCsGPsQG4ySHGMYgPzpRIjFWNWE=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2025%2F12%2F16%2Ffile_attachments%2F3497362%2F2524060newbornscreeningCR103combined.pdf/2/0101019b298690d8-636c946a-2a16-4cf2-862f-adf31cde416c-000000/iVI5liRlFgr6ua9zwoWAD4NqVRRRTUQyWemSVbnV8aA=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2025%2F12%2F16%2Ffile_attachments%2F3497347%2F2601031NursingHomeAdministratorsAITProgramAndEndorsementCR103Pcombined.pdf/1/0101019b298690d8-636c946a-2a16-4cf2-862f-adf31cde416c-000000/xC0S06_szqSHLokiUhbA0iTgefCJWt7kVZKLafpxqHM=436
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Podiatric Physicians and Surgeons—Reciprocity Requirements. The Podiatric Medical Board adopted
amendments to WAC 246-922-055 to clarify reciprocity requirements for podiatric physicians licensed in
substantially equivalent states. The rule aligns with RCW 18.130.077, modernizes rule language, and reduces
licensure barriers for qualified out-of-state applicants. Filed as WSR 25-24-061.

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances—Drinking Water Standards. SBOH adopted amendments to WAC
246-290-315 and WAC 246-290-71006 to align state drinking water requirements and public notice provisions
for per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) with updated federal standards. The rule carries forward
protections previously adopted under emergency rulemaking. Filed as WSR 26-01-082.

Sanitary Control of Shellfish. SBOH adopted amendments to chapter 246-282 WAC, to modify harvest control
requirements by setting more proactive measures to prevent illnesses and protect public health. The adopted
rule also updates definitions, makes changes to seed size and various tagging requirements, and makes
technical and editorial changes as needed. Filed as WSR 26-01-084.

Miscellaneous Filings

Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine Advisory Committee - Schedule of regular meetings for 2026. Filed as
WSR 25-24-095.

Athletic Training Advisory Committee - Revised schedule of regular meetings for 2026. Filed as WSR 26-01-
007.

Board of Denturists - Schedule of regular meetings for 2026. Filed as WSR 25-24-096.

Chiropractic Quality Assurance Commission - Schedule of regular meetings for 2026. Filed as WSR 26-01-
018.

Environmental Justice Council - Schedule of regular meetings for 2026. Filed as WSR 26-01-055.

SBOH- Revised schedule of special meeting for 2025. Filed as WSR 26-01-008.

Washington Medical Commission - Withdrawal of Nitrous Oxide CR-102. The Washington Medical
Commission filed a withdrawal of a previously submitted CR-102 WSR 25-14-080 related to nitrous oxide use
in office-based surgery and indicated its intent to pursue a new proposal under an existing CR-101. Filed as
WSR 26-01-032.
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