
December 11th, 2025

VACCINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
VIRTUAL MEETING



Time Agenda Item Facilitator

8:30 – 8:35 Welcome, Announcements, and Land Acknowledgement Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett

8:35 – 10:40 Conflict of Interest Declaration Adriann Jones

8:40 – 10:45 Approval of Last Meeting Minutes Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett

8:45 – 8:50 Public Comment Teri Maitri

8:50 – 9:20 West Coast Health Alliance Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett

9:20 – 9:50 December ACIP Meeting Review Mary Huynh

9:50 - 9:59 Potential for New Member Seat Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett

12:55 – 1:00 Adjourn Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett



Decisions made by committee members should always be based solely on the best interest of the department and the people 
of Washington State. Decisions should not be influenced by personal financial interest or by other extraneous considerations. 
Any affiliation with an organization having fundamental goals that conflict with the department and VAC mission should be 
avoided. Any current, previous (within two years), or future potential conflict of interest should be disclosed at the beginning of 
each VAC meeting.

A potential conflict of interest exists when a committee member has a relationship or engages in any activity or has any 
personal financial interest which might impair their independence or judgment or inappropriately influence their decisions or 
actions concerning VAC matters.

A potential conflict of interest exists and should be disclosed if the committee member:
• Has a relationship with an entity that benefits financially from the sale of vaccines, such as a consultancy, serving on a 

speaker's bureau, receiving honoraria, research and/or travel support.
• Owns a material financial interest in any business that provides or seeks to provide goods or services to the department.
• Serves as an officer or participates on the board or committees of other related professional societies that receive direct 

financial benefit from the sale of vaccines.
• Has an affiliation with an organization that has a financial interest in VAC recommendations.
• Has an affiliation with an organization that has a competing activity.

Each committee member has a high duty and obligation to disclose to the entire committee any potential conflict of interest 
and to abstain from any decision where a significant conflict of interest exists. Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the entire 
committee to determine what, if any, limitations on activities with regard to the committee member's conflict are required to 
protect the VAC.

Vaccine Advisory Committee Conflict of Interest Policy

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/public-health-system-resources-and-services/immunization/vaccine-advisory-committee-vac/policies
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West Coast Health Alliance (WCHA)

• Formed in September 2025 by governors of CA, HI, OR, and WA

• Purpose:
o Uphold integrity of effective public health strategies to protect the health of our 

communities. 
o Collaborate on the review of the best available science and evidence to make 

unified recommendations 
o Support safety, efficacy, transparency, access, and trust

• Focus areas:
o Immunization

▪ Vaccine recommendations for COVID-19, flu, and RSV (9/17)
▪ Raised concerns over new ACIP recommendations for MMRV (9/19) and 

hepatitis B vaccine (12/5)
▪ Published statement that vaccines are not linked to autism (11/21)

o Infection prevention, e.g. health care worker return to work after respiratory 
infection guidance
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West Coast Health Alliance Actions to Date

West Coast Health Alliance announces 
vaccine recommendations for COVID-19, 
flu, and RSV (Sep 17)

Concerns Raised Over Impact of ACIP 
Recommendations on Vaccine Access, 
Equity, and Parental Choice (Sep 19)
MMRV & Hep B Birth Dose

The West Coast Health Alliance Stands with 
Scientific Evidence: Vaccines Are Not Linked 
to Autism (Nov 21)

West Coast Health Alliance, WA DOH, and 
Leading National Medical Organizations 
Continue to Recommend Hepatitis B 
Vaccination for Newborns (Dec 5)

https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-announces-vaccine-recommendations-covid-19-flu-and-rsv
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-announces-vaccine-recommendations-covid-19-flu-and-rsv
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-announces-vaccine-recommendations-covid-19-flu-and-rsv
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-announces-vaccine-recommendations-covid-19-flu-and-rsv
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-announces-vaccine-recommendations-covid-19-flu-and-rsv
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/concerns-raised-over-impact-acip-recommendations-vaccine-access-equity-and-parental-choice
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/concerns-raised-over-impact-acip-recommendations-vaccine-access-equity-and-parental-choice
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/concerns-raised-over-impact-acip-recommendations-vaccine-access-equity-and-parental-choice
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-stands-scientific-evidence-vaccines-are-not-linked-autism
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-stands-scientific-evidence-vaccines-are-not-linked-autism
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-stands-scientific-evidence-vaccines-are-not-linked-autism
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-wa-doh-and-leading-national-medical-organizations-continue-recommend
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-wa-doh-and-leading-national-medical-organizations-continue-recommend
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-wa-doh-and-leading-national-medical-organizations-continue-recommend
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-wa-doh-and-leading-national-medical-organizations-continue-recommend
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WCHA Respiratory Guidance
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AAFP Respiratory Guidance
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VAC & WCHA

• Does VAC endorse WCHA’s respiratory virus vaccine guidance?

• How should WCHA, DOH, and VAC work together in the future?

WCHA
To uphold integrity of effective 

public health strategies to 
protect the health of our 

communities.

DOH
To work together to protect and 
improve the health of everyone 

in Washington

VAC
To advise and provide 

recommendations to DOH on 
issues related to the use of 
vaccines...and for current 
management of vaccine-

preventable diseases.
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ACIP Meeting Summary

Votes and Discussion
December 4-5, 2025

Topics Covered
• Hepatitis B Vaccines discussion and votes
• CMS Overview of Vaccine Coverage
• Childhood/Adolescent  Immunization Schedule
• U.S. vs. Danish Vaccine Schedule
• Overview of Aluminum Based Adjuvants
• Presidential Memo & Factsheet Dec 5
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• Policy Context and Schedule Comparison (Vicky Pebsworth)

• Burden of Disease (Cynthia Nixon)

• Hepatitis B Vaccine Safety (Mark Blaxill)

• Hepatitis B Vaccine Manufacturers statements

• Summary of Information and Vote Language (Vicky Pebsworth)

• VFC Resolution Language Presentation (CDC Jeanne Santoli)

• Perspectives of People with Lived Experience

• Coverage Implications/Presentation (CMS Andrew Johnson)

• Update on Workgroups

• Agency Updates

Day 1 Discussions on Hepatitis B
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ACIP Hepatitis B Vote 1 – Schedule and SCDM

Hepatitis B Vote 1 -  PASSED

• Shared Clinical Decision Making (SCDM)

• First dose at 2 months if not given at birth

*No change for infants born to women who test 
HBsAg-positive or have unknown HBsAg status – 
existing recommendation remains the same.

ACIP Recommendation Language

"For infants born to HBsAg-negative women: ACIP 
recommends individual based decision making, in 
consultation with a health-care provider, for parents 
deciding when or if to give HBV vaccine, including birth 
dose. Parents and health care providers 
should consider vaccine benefits, vaccine risks, and 
infections risks. For those not receiving the HBV birth 
dose, it is suggested that the initial dose is administered 
no earlier than 2 months of age.

1Parents and health care providers should also 
consider whether there are risks, for example, such as a 
household member is HBsAg-positive or when there 
is frequent contact with persons who have emigrated 
from areas where Hepatitis B is common."
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ACIP Hepatitis B Vote 2 – Serology Testing

Hepatitis B Vote 2 -  PASSED

• Parents to consult with providers on 
serology testing to assess need for 
subsequent doses in vaccination series

• Antibody titer threshold defined

• Cost to be covered by insurance

ACIP Recommendation Language

"When evaluating the need for a subsequent HBV vaccine 
dose in children, parents should consult with health care 
providers to determine if a post-vaccination anti-HBs 
serology testing should be offered. Serology results 
should determine whether the established protective anti-
HBs titer threshold of ≥10 mIU/mL has been achieved. The 
cost of this testing should be covered by insurance."
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ACIP Hepatitis B VFC Vote

Hepatitis B VFC Vote -  PASSED

• VFC resolution updated to align with ACIP 
recommendation passed
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CMS

Link: CMS Overview of Vaccine Coverage

Insurance Coverage -  Covered

• Recommendations included on the pediatric/adult 
immunization schedules that refer to shared clinical decision 
making, also known as individual-based decision making, are 
mandatorily covered in both Medicaid and CHIP.

• Non-grandfathered Employer Sponsored Plans required to 
cover all ACIP recommended vaccines for routine use 
without cost sharing

• With respect to employer-sponsored and individual health 
insurance coverage (as opposed to self-insured employer-
sponsored plans governed by ERISA), states may impose 
benefit mandates, including vaccination mandates, that are 
more expansive than Federal requirements. 

https://www.cdc.gov/acip/downloads/slides-2025-12-04-05/02-johnson-coverage-implications.pdf
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• Childhood/Adolescent Immunization Schedule (presenter: Aaron Siri)

• U.S. vs. Danish Vaccine Schedule (presenter: Tracy Beth Hoeg)

• Overview of Aluminum Based Adjuvants (presenter: Evelyn Griffin)
• Proposed the committee review aluminum adjuvants in vaccines

Day 2 agenda topics discussed (no votes)
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• Released Dec. 5:  Aligning US 
Childhood Vaccine Recommendations 
with Best Practices from Peer, 
Developed Countries

• Memo
• Factsheet

Presidential Memo & Factsheet

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/12/aligning-united-states-core-childhood-vaccine-recommendations-with-best-practices-from-peer-developed-countries/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/12/aligning-united-states-core-childhood-vaccine-recommendations-with-best-practices-from-peer-developed-countries/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/12/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-begins-process-to-align-u-s-core-childhood-vaccine-recommendations-with-best-practices-from-peer-developed-countries/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/12/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-begins-process-to-align-u-s-core-childhood-vaccine-recommendations-with-best-practices-from-peer-developed-countries/
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Potential New VAC Member Seat

• Suggested expertise and role
• ACIP best practices
• Current vaccine research
• Representation of academia

• Discussion and possible action



To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov. 
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