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DOH RECOMMENDATIONS

The Department of Health (DOH) has developed a list to help community members and organizations choose the best portable air cleaner. We recommend
portable air cleaners that effectively clean indoor air and don’t produce or release harmful byproducts. The portable air cleaners listed below have been
reviewed by air quality experts and meet DOH health recommendations. The most important detail to consider in this list is that an air cleaner has the right
clean air delivery rate (CADR) for your room size. The table also includes details like how loud an air cleaner is and how much replacement filters cost.

Read about how portable air cleaners work at Portable Air Cleaners.

The Choosing a Portable Air Cleaner webpage has:

Instructions for choosing the right CADR for your room size.
The criteria we used to evaluate the portable air cleaners listed below.

A portable air cleaner that's not placed and used well may be ineffective. See tips at Using a Portable Air Cleaner.

The portable air cleaners listed below are not endorsed or guaranteed by DOH. They are provided in order of clean air delivery rate. This list does
not include every portable air cleaner meeting DOH recommendations. This is a working document, last updated in December 2025. Please check

the manufacturer’s website for the most current information. DOH is not responsible for the performance, safety, or availability of any products
listed.


https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/air-quality/indoor-air/portable-air-cleaners
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/air-quality/indoor-air/portable-air-cleaners/choosing
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/air-quality/indoor-air/portable-air-cleaners/using

List of Portable Air Cleaners Meeting DOH Recommendations. see table column definitions below the table
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Table Column Definitions

Model

Name of the air cleaner manufacturer and model number. Look for the
exact model number, if listed. Manufacturers may change features, so
check the manufacturer’s website for the most current information.

Room Area Cleaned (square feet)

The size of the room (length times width) that an air cleaner can
effectively filter. This number is based on the smoke Clean Air Delivery
Rate (CADR). It assumes the room's ceiling height is 8 feet and the room
air should be cleaned 5 times per hour. Please note that the room area
listed on a product webpage may differ from the room area listed in this
table. This is because manufacturers may use a definition for effective
cleaning that achieves a lower speed of air cleaning.

Smoke Clean Air Delivery Rate (cubic feet/minute)

Smoke Clean Air Delivery Rate, CADR, refers to the amount of air an air
cleaner can filter in one minute. Air cleaners with high CADRs filter air
more quickly. Smoke CADR specifically considers filtering tiny particles,
like wildfire smoke. Please note that the room area listed on a product
webpage may differ from the room area listed in this table. This is
because manufacturers may use a definition for effective cleaning that
achieves a lower speed of air cleaning.

**Technical Note: CADR measured using standard GB/T-18801 (not AHAM).
***Technical note: CADR measurement is from Energy Star website.

Max Noise Level (decibels)

The noise level listed is measured at the air cleaner’s highest fan speed.
Air cleaners with published noise measurements louder than 70 decibels
are not in this table. Some air cleaners are included in the table, but do
not have published noise measurements, which is noted. For reference, a
vacuum cleaner or a nearby highway is about the sound of 70 decibels.

*Technical note: Some noise measurements are in A-weighted decibels,
or dBA. These were assumed to be similar to decibel values.

Air Cleaner Cost

The approximate price of the air cleaner using the following icons: $ = $1
to $100, $$ = $101 to $200, $$$ = $201 to $300, $$$$ = $301 to $400.

Costs were retrieved in December 2025. Prices may change, and tax and
shipping costs are not included. Check the manufacturer’s website for the
most current information.

Replacement Filter Cost (per year)

The approximate cost of replacing the filters each year, based on
manufacturer recommendations, are represented using the following icons:

$=%11t0$100, $$ = $101 to $200, $$$ = $201 to $300, $$$$ = $301 to $400.

Costs were retrieved in December 2025. Prices may change, and tax and
shipping costs are not included. Check the manufacturer’s website for the
most current information.

Energy Use (CFM/W)

How much air the air cleaner moves for every watt of power. An air
cleaner may use more energy than some refrigerators. All models in this
table are Energy Star certified and at least 25% more energy efficient
than standard models. Check Energy Star, https://www.energystar.gov/
products/air_cleaners, for more information.

Carbon Filter

This filter can help remove gases from the air, which is helpful for removing
odors. Carbon filters need to be replaced as indicated to maintain the ability
to filter gases. See “Note” about carbon filters that are also “pre-filters”.

Pre-Filter

Pre-filters can help remove big particles, like pet hair and common indoor
dust, and can help extend the life of the HEPA filter. Pre-filter materials
vary. Some pre-filters can be cleaned by vacuuming, and some need to

be replaced regularly, which should be indicated in the manufacturer’s
recommendations. When the pre-filter is made of carbon, vacuuming it can
maintain its ability to screen out larger particles, but it would also need to
be replaced regularly to maintain its ability to remove gases.


https://www.energystar.gov/products/air_cleaners
https://www.energystar.gov/products/air_cleaners

HEPA Filter

High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) filters are designed to remove tiny
particles, like those in wildfire smoke, diesel exhaust, or emissions from
cooking. HEPA filters remove at least 99.97% of particles that are 0.3
micrometers in diameter.

Filter Change Indicator

This tells you when it's time to replace or clean the filter. In some cases,
this may be a timer. Note: sometimes filters need to be replaced before
the indicator light turns on, like if the air cleaner has been used during
heavy smoke.

Dimensions (inches)

The physical size of the air cleaner (length, width, height). The size of
the air cleaner is not a factor when determining how efficiently it filters
air. However, this information is included to help determine where it

might fit in your room.

Weight (pounds)

How heavy the air cleaner is. The weight of the air cleaner is not a factor
when determining how efficiently it filters air.

Display Light Dimming Option

This feature allows you to dim the lights on the air cleaner.

Sleep Mode or Timer

This feature allows you to automatically turn the air cleaner off or slow
it down after a set amount of time.

Child Lock

This feature disables the buttons on the device, so children or guests
cannot accidentally change the settings or turn it off. This is useful in
places like schools, daycare centers, or public places.

A Note About Carbon Pre-Filters

Sometimes the filters may be in a different order from that listed

above (pre-filter, HEPA filter, carbon filter). For those devices that say,
“Yes (pre-filter)” in the “Carbon Filter” table column, air flows first
through a carbon filter, then through a HEPA filter. In this case, the
carbon filter has two jobs: to filter gases and to be a pre-filter to collect
large particles. It is especially important to care for these carbon pre-
filtters by both replacing them and vacuuming them according to the
manufacturer’s recommendations for that specific model. All pre-filters
should be cleaned regularly to remove debris. All carbon filters need to
be replaced to maintain their ability to filter gases. Vacuuming a carbon
filtter will not restore its ability to filter gases.

Previously Recommended Models

Honeywell HPA200: discontinued, January 2026; PuroAir 400: CADR
value no longer reported, January 2026; PuroAir 240: CADR value no
longer reported, January 2026.

Questions?

For more information, visit our
portable air cleaners webpage:
doh.wa.gov/community-and-
environment/air-quality/indoor-air/
portable-air-cleaners.

If you have questions, please contact:

indoorairquality@doh.wa.gov. Scan to Learn More

DOH 333-404 CS January 2026. To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov.
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