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References Citing Child Blood Lead Reference Value
3.5 ug/dL

Since the CDC implementation of the 3.5 pug/dL child blood lead reference value in 2021, federal agencies
and professional organizations have released statements, guidance, research articles, and analyses
discussing this protective health measure. To learn more about the nationwide context of the 3.5 pg/dL
BLRV and its impact, we have provided a non-exhaustive list of these references.

1. Childhood Blood Lead Surveillance: National Data | Childhood Lead Poisoning
Prevention | CDC

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2025, September 23).
Childhood blood lead surveillance: National data. www.cdc.gov/lead-
prevention/php/data/national-surveillance-data.html

2. Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists

Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists. (2022). Position statement
archive: Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE). Position
Statement Archive | CSTE. www.cste.org/page/PositionStatements

3. Early-Life Low Lead Levels and Academic Achievement in Childhood and
Adolescence | JAMA Network Open

Wehby, G. L. (2025). Early-life low lead levels and academic achievementin
childhood and adolescence. JAMA Network Open, 8(5).
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2025.12796

4. HUD Issues Notice Updating Elevated Blood Lead Level Threshold

United States, Department of Housing and Urban Development. (2025).
Modifying HUD's elevated blood lead level threshold for children under age 6
who are living in certain HUD assisted target housing covered by the Lead Safe
Housing Rule. 90 Fed. Reg. 11,5975-5978 (January 17, 2025).
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-17/pdf/2025-01305.pdf

5.  National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey | Childhood Lead Poisoning
Prevention | CDC

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2025, March 7). National
health and nutrition examination survey.
www.cdc.gov/leadprevention/php/data/nhanes.html

6. Perspectives on Childhood Lead Exposure Prevention: Looking Back and Looking
Ahead | Pediatrics | American Academy of Pediatrics

LeBlanc, T. T., Chang, A., Svendsen, E., & Allwood, P. (2024). Perspectives on
childhood lead exposure prevention: Looking back and looking ahead.
Pediatrics, 154(Supplement 2). https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2024-067808¢c
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Recommended Actions Based on Blood Lead Level | Childhood Lead Poisoning

Prevention | CDC

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2025, August 21).
Recommended actions based on blood lead level. www.cdc.gov/lead-
prevention/hcp/clinical-guidance/index.html

Recommendations on Management of Childhood Lead Exposure - PEHSU - Pediatric
Environmental Health Specialty Units

Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Units (PEHSU). (2025, July 29).
Recommendations on management of childhood lead exposure.
www.pehsu.net/health-resource/recommendations-on-management-of-
childhood-lead-exposure/

Revised blood lead reference value: progress, but more work to be done | AAP News |
American Academy of Pediatrics

Sample, J., & Zajad, L. (2021, October 28). Revised blood lead reference value:
Progress, but more work to be done. American Academy of Pediatrics.
www.publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/17767

State-Level Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Policies and Practices in the United

States: 2022-2023 | Pediatrics | American Academy of Pediatrics

Ruckart, P. Z., Schondelmeyer, R., Allen, A., & Allwood, P. (2024). State-level
childhood lead poisoning prevention policies and practices in the United States:
2022-20283. Pediatrics, 154(Supplement 2). https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2024-
067808n

State Health Department Policies for Children with Elevated Blood Lead Levels -
National Center for Healthy Housing

National Center for Healthy Housing. (June 2023). State health department
policies for children with elevated blood lead levels. [Chart].
https://nchh.org/resource-library/state-health-department-policies-for-
children-with-elevated-blood-lead-levels.pdf

Update of the Blood Lead Reference Value — CDC, 2021 | MMWR

Ruckart PZ, Jones RL, Courtney JG, et al. Update of the blood lead reference
value — United States (2021). MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2021;70:1509-
1512. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7043a4.
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