
  
 
 

January 5, 2026 
 
Subject: Informative- Information on Agency Rulemaking December 16-31, 2025 

 
Honorable Tribal Leaders, Partners, and Professionals, 

We thank you for your partnership and guidance on the Washington State Department of Health 
rulemaking process. As an agency, we are committed to honoring the Tribal sovereignty of 
Washington’s first Nations. As part of this commitment, and in appreciation of the governance structures 
of Tribal Nations, we welcome your expertise and collaboration in these current and upcoming 
rulemaking activities. We prioritize Tribal involvement early in the process to better ensure we are 
incorporating Tribal expertise, perspectives, and transparency in agency rulemaking. 

In accordance with Chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and the 
Department of Health’s (WA-DOH) Tribal Consultation and Collaboration Procedure, DOH invites you 
to review the list of rulemaking activities below and actively collaborate with staff on all topics that may 
be of interest. 

 
We appreciate your feedback, if you have any suggestions or questions about how to best honor Tribal 
sovereignty and strengthen agency processes, please let us know. 

To provide comments or requests for additional information, please contact: 
 

Candice Wilson – Quatz’tenaut (Lummi) 
Executive Director 
Office of Tribal Public Health Relations 
Candice.Wilson@doh.wa.gov 
360-819-7626 

Tami Thompson 
Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Tami.Thompson@doh.wa.gov 
360-628-0096

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Candice Wilson – Quatz’tenaut (Lummi) 
Executive Director OTPHR 
 
CC: Dennis E. Worsham, Secretary of Health, WA-DOH 

 Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary, WA-DOH 
 Kristin Peterson, Chief, Office of Policy, Planning & Evaluation, WA-DOH 
 Lacy Fehrenbach, Chief, Office of Prevention, Safety & Health, WA-DOH 
 Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett, MD, MPH, Chief Science Officer, WA-DOH 
 Michelle Davis, Executive Director, Washington State Board of Health 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/relations/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
mailto:Candice.Wilson@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Tami.Thompson@doh.wa.gov
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Department of Health/State Board of Health 
Rule Report | 
December 16-31, 2025 
The following Department of Health (WA-DOH) and State Board of Health (SBOH) rules and 
documents were filed with the Washington State's Code Reviser Office December 16-31, 2025. If you 
have any questions about the documents, please contact the person on the forms. 

 
Preproposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101)  
  

Commercial Shellfish fees. WA DOH is considering exploring options and amending the fee 
structure in WAC 246-282-990 for annual shellfish operation license fees and annual biotoxin 
testing fees to minimize impacts on small businesses. Filed as WSR 26-02-037. 

Proposed Rules (CR-102) 

Farmers Market Nutrition Program—Mobile markets. WA DOH is proposing amendments to 
chapter 246-780 WAC to implement SSB 5214 (chapter 127, Laws of 2025) and allow mobile 
markets to participate in the Farmers Market Nutrition Program, including establishing an 
application process and minimum requirements for authorized mobile markets. Filed as WSR 26-
01-109. 

Expedited Rulemaking (CR-105) 

No filings. 

Emergency Rules (CR-103E) 

No filings. 

Adopted Rules (CR-103P) 

Commercial Shellfish-Program fees. WA DOH adopted amendments to fees for the Office of 
Environmental Health and Safety programs to cover operating costs for WAC 246-282-990 for 
Commercial Shellfish. Filed as WSR 26-01-159. 

Dental assistant registration—Adding minimum age requirements. The Dental Quality 
Assurance Commission adopted amendments to WAC 246-817-190 to include a minimum age 
requirement for dental assistant registration.  The adopted rules align with Department of Labor 
and Industries protections for minors and allows for the enforcement of prohibiting minors from 
working in environments with potential exposure to bloodborne pathogens unless the minor is in a 
bona fide health care career training or vocational education program. Filed as WSR 26-01-102. 

Licensure requirements for expanded function dental auxiliaries (EFDAs). The Dental Quality 
Assurance Commission adopted amendments to WAC 246-817-195 to allow EFDA training for 
amalgam restoration on actual clinical patients to be optional, permitting training on typodonts or 
on clinical patients rather than requiring both. Filed as WSR 26-01-125. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510401%2F2602037EPHShellfishFeesCR101.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/fUM6DhCcij0DfzA6SCz5QuMcZn7BZWb7r6NU6WNnYCw=438
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510405%2F2601109MobileMarkestCR102combined.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/RsA5cgoSJIC0jrABRsb1NNRvWTsFo1GpPeDwuId16v4=438
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510405%2F2601109MobileMarkestCR102combined.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/RsA5cgoSJIC0jrABRsb1NNRvWTsFo1GpPeDwuId16v4=438
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510391%2F2601159EPHFeesCommercialShellfishCR103Pcombined.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/Le7bc8yx1n5a4R2aY45JTrv7uoQkOyO0pul7aKWglOo=438
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510408%2F2601020BoardOfNursingEducationProgramsCR101.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/2Bw0MSIYU7PwciXA1ZmQ_-LRG61e0kLl5FrlH8tYIKA=438
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510410%2F2601125DentalLicensureRequirementsForEFDAsCR103Pcombined.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/CdQ75NmPJd25y2TvK_qCCkvQOM_m4-9D216c-PQ8jHs=438


DOH/SBOH Rule Report December 16-31, 2025 
 

Page 3 of 3  

 

Occupational Therapists—Updating references to continuing competency hours. The 
Occupational Therapy Practice Board adopted amendments to WAC 246-847-055 and WAC 246-
847-067 to align references of required continuing competency hours across chapter 246-847 
WAC. The adopted rules align recent changes from 30 hours to 24 hours. Filed as WSR 26-01-101. 

Registered nurse and licensed practical nurse licensing and continuing competency rules. The 
Washington State Board of Nursing adopted amendments to WAC 246-840-015 through 246-840-
125 and 246-840-210 through 246-840-260, added new sections WAC 246-840-033, 246-840-091, 
and 246-840-092 and repealed WAC 246-840-048. The updates clarify and update outdated 
language, rewrite and reformat existing rules to reflect current best practices, and restructure 
sections as necessary. Filed as WSR 26-02-031. 

Miscellaneous Filings 

Board of Hearing and Speech– Revised schedule of regular meetings for 2026. Filed as WSR 26-
01-120. 

Rules Agenda—January 2026. WA DOH filed the January 2026 Rules Agenda describing current and 
anticipated rulemaking activities for WA DOH and SBOH. Filed as WSR 26-01-126. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510412%2F2601018ChiropracticQualityAssuranceCommission2026MeetingSchedule.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/Hi8g-_RZnZASW_jb_7PFBBFvhZazXIxIgNonkKl2HRU=438
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510395%2F2602031WABONLicensingContCompetencyRNLPNCR103Pcombined.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/NmKdD_eMh1rkN9s1V7_yXI33A3A13rJNTUN5iJ4QwZ8=438
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510420%2F2601120HearingAndSpeech2026MeetingSchedule.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/aFU-_TsU4x0-xIeTJeRuNKp0CQJKV4muYI1m6qVgj90=438
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510420%2F2601120HearingAndSpeech2026MeetingSchedule.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/aFU-_TsU4x0-xIeTJeRuNKp0CQJKV4muYI1m6qVgj90=438
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F01%2F05%2Ffile_attachments%2F3510418%2F2601126RulesAgendaJanuary2026.pdf/1/0101019b8fdba6c1-baf60052-6886-49cb-bb8d-045a7ebf94f1-000000/MRSto3F7H75GY54uA0Hh_Es-DFjjivJS9jgdbSbIHsk=438
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