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Shellfish Transplant Guidance 
The purpose of this document is to provide guidance for transplanting shellstock. 

Definition: “Transplant” means when shellstock greater than maximum seed size is moved 
from one harvest site and placed on another for 14 days or more. (WAC 246-282-010) 

Example of transplant: Moving Pacific oysters that are 2 inches from one harvest site to 
another for fattening. This can be done in the same growing area or a different growing area. 

Requirements for Transplant 
1. Must have a valid operation license; 

2. The original and final sites must be listed on your harvest site certificate; 

3. During transit, the shellstock must be identified by tagging or other approved means; 

• Identification must include the date the shellstock was removed from the original 
site, quantity, species, and original site and grow out site information. 

4. Records of the transplant must be kept for 1 year.   

*After 14 days, the shellstock will take on the characteristics of the transplant site.   

*While in transit, transplanted shellstock are exempt from Vibrio parahaemoliticus (Vp) time to 
cooling requirements.   

Examples of Identification during Transit 

Example 1: Use existing bulk tag 

Example 2: Use a transplant log 
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Are you transplanting or wet storing?   

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing 
customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov. 
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