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BOARD OF DENTURISTS 

MEETING MINUTES  
 

Friday, January 30, 2026 
 

 
Board Members Present: Josh Brooks, L.D, Chair 

James Anderson, L.D, Vice Chair 
Keith Gressell, DMD 
Shirlynn Walter, Public Member 
Melissa Brulotte, L.D. 
Amy Varshock, L.D. 
Sandra McNaughton, Public Member 

 
Staff Present:  Adriana Barcena, Program Manager  
   Bruce Bronoske Jr., Interim Executive Director 
   Kitty Einert, Program Manager 
   Catharine Roner-Reiter, Supervising Staff Attorney 

 Heather Carter, Assistant Attorney General (AAG) 
Cassandra Gerard, Administrative Assistant 

 
Others Present:  Carolyn Logue 
 
Friday, January 30, 2026 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The open session of the business meeting was called to order at 12:01 p.m. by Josh 
Brooks, L.D, Chair. 
 
1.1 Introduction of board members, staff, and audience. 

 
•     The board members, staff, and audience were introduced. 

 
1.2 Public Comment – The public had an opportunity to provide comments.  

 
• No public comments were received.  
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1.3 Approval of agenda 
 

• Ms. Barcena requested an amendment to include Item 7- Petition for Written 
Examination and Item 8- Lists and Labels Request.  

• A motion was made to approve the January 30, 2026 agenda as amended.   
•    The motion was seconded, and approved unanimously. 

 
1.4 Approval of November 7, 2025 business meeting minutes 

 
• A motion was made to approve the November 7, 2025 business meeting minutes 

as presented.   
• The motion was seconded, and approved unanimously.  

 
2. WASHINGTON DENTURIST ASSOCIATION (WDA) LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Carolyn Logue 

provided an update on legislation that may have an impact on the profession.   
 

• Ms. Logue shared the cutoff dates for proposed bills during the 2026 legislative 
session.  

• Ms. Logue shared the bills being monitored by the Washington Denturist 
Association (WDA).  

• House Bill 2314 – concerning dental care services at residential habilitation 
centers.  

• House Bill 2320 – concerning the regulation of firearm manufacturing.  
• House Bill 2321 – requiring three-dimensional printers be equipped with certain 

blocking technologies.   
• House Bill 2522 - advancing oral health equity and protecting access to 

preventative dental care.  
• House Bill 2532 – concerning the sale and distribution of nitrous oxide.  
• Senate Bill 6138 - requiring a multi-provider system be used for dental procedures 

where a patient is placed under deep sedation.  
• House Bill 1155 – prohibiting noncompetition agreements and clarifying 

nonsolicitation agreements.  
• WDA is advocating to protect adult dental coverage through Medicaid.  
• Senate Bill 6346 – establishing a tax on millionaires.  
 

3. 2026 LEGISLATION UPDATE – The board was provided with an update on legislation that 
may have an impact on the profession.   

   
• Ms. Barcena shared the legislative session started on Monday, January 12, 2026.  
• There are no current bills that have a direct impact on the board or denturists.  
• Ms. Barcena shared an overview of the bills that are currently being monitored by 

the Office of Health Professions.  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2314&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2320&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2321&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2522&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2532&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Bills/6138.pdf?q=20260114084232
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1155&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6346&Year=2025&Initiative=false
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• House Bill 2261 – ensuring transparency in credentials and communication 
between patients and health care professionals.  

• Senate Bill 6138 – requiring a multi-provider system be used for dental procedures 
where a patient is placed under deep sedation.  

• Senate Bill 6146 – expanding oral health equity and increasing access to 
preventative dental care.  

• Mr. Bronoske explained Senate Bill 6146 includes licensing pathways for oral 
preventative assistants and internationally trained dentists.  

 
4. DENTAL EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH COMMITTEE – The board received an update on the 

committee meeting held on December 8, 2025 – Keith Gressell, DMD.  
 

• Dr. Gressell shared the committee assigned articles for the March 2026 newsletter.  
• Ms. Varshock described the article she wrote on the link between oral bacteria and 

Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
5. MARCH EXAMINATIONS – The board discussed examination attendance.   
 

• Ms. Barcena shared four candidates have applied for the practical examination 
being held on Friday, March 27, 2026.   

• The board confirmed March 2026 examiners and proctors.  
 
6. DOH BOARD TRAINING AGENDA – the board reviewed the March 2026 training agenda.  

 
• Ms. Barcena shared the March 26, 2026 Washington State Board of Denturists 

training agenda and meeting location.  
 
7. PETITION FOR WRITTEN EXAMINATION – The board reviewed the letter petition for the 

fourth written examination attempt – Adriana Barcena, Program Manager 
 

• Ms. Barcena shared the candidate’s petition for a fourth attempt at the written 
examination.  

• Ms. Barcena shared an example of how the board responded to a similar petition 
previously. 

• The board discussed the candidate completing the American Dental College (ADC) 
practice written examination in preparation for reexamination.  

• A motion was made to accept the petition and for the candidate to provide proof of a 
minimum passing rate of 70% of the timed ADC examination before written 
reexamination is authorized.  

• The motion was seconded, and approved unanimously.  
 
8. LISTS AND LABELS REQUEST – The board reviewed lists and label requests from Ravi 

Tandra – Adriana Barcena, Program Manager 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2261.pdf?q=20260116140354
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Bills/6138.pdf?q=20260114084232
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Bills/6146.pdf?q=20260114084253
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• Ms. Barcena shared the request for lists and labels received from Ravi Tandra. 
• The board discussed, and a motion was made to deny the request.  
• The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  

 
9. PROGRAM MANAGEMENT REPORT – Information provided to the board by the Executive 

Director and Program Manager.  
 

9.1 Rule Update – Adriana Barcena, Program Manager 
 

•   Ms. Barcena shared WSR 25-23-009 requiring denturists to complete an annual 
renewal of the jurisprudence (JP) examination was filed on November 6, 2025 and 
went into effect thirty-one days after filing.  

•   A dedicated Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) page regarding the JP examination 
was created on the department’s website and distributed in response to questions 
from providers. 

 
9.2 The board received an update on Executive Order 25-03 – Bruce Bronoske, Jr. Interim 

Executive Director 
 

• Mr. Bronoske Jr. shared Executive Order 25-03 guides the department’s focus 
towards increasing efficiency and reducing permitting and licensing processing 
times.  

 
9.3 The board received an update on Executive Order 25-06 – Bruce Bronoske, Jr. Interim 

Executive Director 
 

• Mr. Bronoske shared the intent of Executive Order 25-06 directs the department to 
provide person-focused service and improve customer experience.  

 
10. EXECUTIVE SESSION – An executive session was held under RCW.42.30.110(1)(i) to 

discuss pending litigation with legal counsel.  
 

• The board did not enter executive session.  
• In the open meeting, Ms. Carter shared an update on the Washington State Dental 

Association (WSDA) court case against the board.  
•  The State Supreme Court issued an order on October 8, 2025 to transfer the case 

back to the Court of Appeals.   
• The briefing is complete and arguments have been scheduled for April 2026. 
• A decision is expected for later this year.  
• The board will continue to receive updates.  

 
11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND PLANNING FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2025/23/25-23-009.htm
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• Licensing and disciplinary statistics 
• Budget Report 
• Dental Educational Outreach Committee 
•  
• Pro tem recruitment 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business before the board, the business meeting was adjourned at 
12:33 p.m. on Friday, January 30, 2026.  The next regular meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 26, 2026, and will be held in-person with a virtual component. 
 
Respectfully Submitted By:    Approved By: 

 
 

__________________________    _________________________ 
Adriana Barcena, Program Manager   Josh Brooks, Chair  

Board of Denturists 
 


