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EPA Proposed Perchlorate Rule

Drinking Water Advisory Group
HEALTH March 2, 2026




Presenter
ODerrick Dennis
OWater Quality Policy and Data Section Manager
O Office of Drinking Water
ODivision of Environmental Public Health
Oderrick.dennis@doh.wa.gov
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Intfroduction

ORegqgulatory history

OEPA Proposed Drinking Water Standard
OEPA Proposed Monitoring Framework
OPN and CCR Requirements

OODW comments to EPA on proposed rule
O Next Steps
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Regulatory History

OFebruary 2011 regulate perchlorate under SDWA
OJuly 2020 did not promulgate final rule

02023 D.C. Circuit Court remanded EPA July 2020
decision

OEPA committed to proposing perchlorate rule

OEPA agreed to promulgating final rule by May 21,
2027
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Sources of Perchlorate

OHighly stable and mobile in water
OOccurs naturally and manufactured

OUsed for rocket propellants, munitions, fireworks,
matches, and signal flares, and imported fertilizer
used in U.S.

OOccurrence in WA State very low based on UCMR1
data
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Potential Health Effects of Exposure

OMay inhibit thyroid iodide uptake

OChanges in thyroid hormone can cause adverse
effects in offspring

OEvaluated by our DOH Office of Environmental
Public Health Sciences
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Proposed Drinking Water Standard

OMCLG
OMCL

OMCL Range of options 0,02 mg/L, 0.04 mg/L, or 0.08
mg/L

OMCL determined on compliance and confirmation
sample
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Proposed Monitoring Framework

OLike PFAS — compliance date = 3 years from rule promulgation

Olnitial Monitoring
oGW > 10,000 pop and SW = 4 quarterly samples 2-4 months apart

o GW LTE 10,000 pop = 2 samples within a 12-month period 5-7
months apart

o Previous samples up to 6 years of the compliance date
o State can designate R&C

o Systems on Annual or 3YR can apply for waivers

OCompliance Monitoring (after compliance date)
olf all IM LTE 4.0 ug/L — 9 year
olf any IM > 4.0 ug/L and LT MCL — Annual (SW), 3YR (GW)
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PN and CCR Reqguirements

OEPA proposing Tier 1 PN (24 hour)
oShort term exposure risk (i.e. early pregnancy)

ORequired in CCR
oSimilar to other chemical contaminants

oMCL, MCLG, range of detection levels, highest
detected

olLikely sources
oHealth affects language
olf exceeding MCL

mInformation about violation, potential adverse health affects,
actions taken to address
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Public Comment Period

OProposed rule published in Federal Register January
6, 2026

OProvide written input on proposed rule via EPA
docket

OEPA docket ID — EPA-HQ-OW-2024-0592 (confirm
via FR)
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ODW Comments on Proposed Rule

OHigh level and general in nature

OSupport lower MCL (0.016 mg/L) than range of
options proposed

OMonitoring and waivers — not aligned with SMF

OPN and CCR - Tier 2 appropriate for MCL
exceedance in line w/SMF

OTreatment — biologic anoxic ODW has no experience
with this option

OHealth effects language needs revision to be clearer
to public
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Next Steps
EPA Next Steps
OPublic Hearing February 19, 2026
OComment period ends March 9, 2026
OConsider input on draft rule
OProvide final determination on rule to states?
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Resources

OPerchlorate in Drinking Water | US EPA

OThe EPA's Proposed National Primary Drinking Water
Reqgulation for Perchlorate: Fact Sheet for Public
Water Systems
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https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/perchlorate-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/perchlorate-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-01/508_final_water-systems-perchlorate-fact-sheet_01.05.25.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-01/508_final_water-systems-perchlorate-fact-sheet_01.05.25.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-01/508_final_water-systems-perchlorate-fact-sheet_01.05.25.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-01/508_final_water-systems-perchlorate-fact-sheet_01.05.25.pdf

Questions?
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To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov.




	Slide 1: EPA Proposed Perchlorate Rule
	Slide 2: Presenter 
	Slide 3: Introduction
	Slide 4: Regulatory History
	Slide 5: Sources of Perchlorate
	Slide 6: Potential Health Effects of Exposure
	Slide 7: Proposed Drinking Water Standard
	Slide 8: Proposed Monitoring Framework
	Slide 9: PN and CCR Requirements
	Slide 10: Public Comment Period
	Slide 11: ODW Comments on Proposed Rule
	Slide 12: Next Steps
	Slide 13: Resources
	Slide 14
	Slide 15

