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 Important numbers

 Federal initial monitoring

 Using UCMR 5 to meet initial monitoring

 Federal compliance monitoring

 State Action Levels (SALs) aligned with   
Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs)
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Important PFAS Levels: SALs, 
MCLs and Triggers
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First SALs MCLs Alignment

State Board of 
Health updated 
WAC in late 2021.

Added State 
Action Levels 
(SALs) to protect 
public health. 

Monitoring and 
PN.

EPA passes PFAS 
rule in April 2024.

National MCLs 
enforceable in 
2029.

More initial 
monitoring and 
PN.

Requires 
mitigation

Aligning SALs 
with MCLs for 
public health 
protection and 
clarity.

PN consistent 
with SBOH rule.

PFAS – SALs – MCLs
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State Action Levels, MCLs and Trigger Levels

PFAS 

SAL

until 
1/15/2026

SAL

effective 
1/15/2026 

MCL 
effective 

4/26/2029
Trigger 
Levels

Method to 
establish 

exceedance of 
SAL value

PFOA 10 ppt 4.0 ppt 4.0 ppt 2.0 ppt RAA

PFOS 15 ppt 4.0 ppt 4.0 ppt 2.0 ppt RAA

PFHxS 65 ppt 10 ppt 10 ppt 5 ppt RAA

PFNA 9 ppt 10 ppt 10 ppt 5 ppt RAA

PFBS 345 ppt - - -

HFPO-DA - 10 ppt 10 ppt 5 ppt RAA

Hazard 
Index* 

-
1 unitless 

ratio
1 unitless 

ratio
0.5 unitless 

ratio
RAA



Washington State Department of Health | 7

Federal PFAS Monitoring 
Requirements

Initial Monitoring



PFAS Initial Monitoring for Comm and NTNC 
systems

All PWS serving more than 
10,000 people, no matter the 

source type

Surface water or GWI 
sources, no matter the 

system population

All groundwater sources for 
systems serving 10,000 or 

fewer people

• Collect four quarterly 
samples.

• Collect four quarterly 
samples.

• Collect two samples.

• Samples must be collected 
2 to 4 months apart.

• Samples must be collected 
2 to 4 months apart.

• Samples must be collected 
5 to 7 months apart.

* Samples can be collected between 1/1/2019 and 4/26/2027.

* All samples must be analyzed by an accredited lab. 

DOH publication 331-700 

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-09/331-700.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-09/331-700.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-09/331-700.pdf
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Using UCMR 5 to Meet 
Initial Monitoring
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Water systems that had to test for Unregulated Contaminant 
Monitoring Rule (UCMR 5) can use their data to meet initial.

 UCMR 5 labs only required to report PFOA and PFOS to <4.0 
ppt.

 IF you use UCMR to meet initial, you may need to ensure PFOA 
and PFAS reported below the trigger of 2.0 ppt to qualify for 
reduced monitoring in April 2027 (unless  you exceed a 
trigger).

 EPA memo of November 21, 2024, sent to UCMR 5 systems.  
Described reprocessing data for systems that want to use for 
initial.

 DOH UCMR5 lower limit reporting template is available for 
labs and PWS to fill out after lab reassesses results.

 Can sign up for free-PFAS program, too. 

Systems Required to Participate in UCMR5 PFAS 
Can Use with Caution

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-11/memorandum-on-final-pfas-npdwr-monitoring-and-reporting_wdds-and-primacy-agencies.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-11/memorandum-on-final-pfas-npdwr-monitoring-and-reporting_wdds-and-primacy-agencies.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/Reprocessed-PFAS-UCMR5Template.docx
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLV1gK-TXSMZCofs7OBvgYYJUMlFMVldFN0s5RTIyTTJFRkRVV0JYNUNaMi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLV1gK-TXSMZCofs7OBvgYYJUMlFMVldFN0s5RTIyTTJFRkRVV0JYNUNaMi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLV1gK-TXSMZCofs7OBvgYYJUMlFMVldFN0s5RTIyTTJFRkRVV0JYNUNaMi4u
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Subject: Submitting UCMR5 PFAS sample results to meet Washington 
State PFAS sampling requirements.  You can:

1) Work with the lab you used for UCMR5 and have them complete 
the UCMR5 reporting template, or
2) Complete the template yourself and submit it to us with the UCMR5 
sample report that you received from the laboratory or from the CDX.

Email results to ODWdataentry@doh.wa.gov 

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/Reprocessed-PFAS-UCMR5Template.docx
mailto:ODWdataentry@doh.wa.gov
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Federal PFAS Monitoring 
Requirements

Compliance Monitoring
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Sources with any detections equal to or 
above a trigger will monitor quarterly for at 
least a year.

Sources without detections (or detections 
below all triggers) monitoring will be based 
on their initial monitoring in 1 of 2 routes:
o Move directly to 1 sample every 3 years – 

IF initial completed appropriately.
o Increased quarterly for a year followed, 

by 3 years of annual – IF initial not 
completed or PFOA and PFOS not 
reported to <2.0 ppt.

Compliance Monitoring 
Starts April 26, 2027

Based on Initial Monitoring
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MCLs become effective April 26, 2029.

Violations if RAAs above MCL, starting on the effective 
date.

Will use data from last 4 quarters, including quarters 
prior to effective date to calculation RAA starting in 
2nd quarter 2029.

Must mitigate to reduce RAA prior to effective date to 
avoid violations.

DWSRF web page has funding information.

Systems that treat to remove a contaminant with an 
MCL – monthly monitoring.

MCLs Become Effective

https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/water-system-assistance/drinking-water-state-revolving-fund-dwsrf
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/water-system-assistance/drinking-water-state-revolving-fund-dwsrf
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Aligning SALs with MCLs 
in 2026



Washington State Department of Health | 16

January 15, 2026, the SAL were updated to align 
with the MCLs.

Currently evaluating prior data against updated 
SALs to determine monitoring changes in 2026.

Monitoring and PN still required per our publication 
331-668, follow-up actions after a detection.

SAL exceedances until MCL effective:
o Now based on Running Annual Average (RAA).
o Start calculating RAAs with data collected on 

1/15/26.
o PN needed when RAA exceeds SAL.
o Continue to provide PN if you exceed original 

SAL.

SALs Aligned with MCLs 

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-02/331-668.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-02/331-668.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-02/331-668.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-02/331-668.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-02/331-668.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-02/331-668.pdf
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PFAS in Drinking 
Water—Group A Public 
Water System Support
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-

environment/drinking-

water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-

water 

https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water


Source Water Quality Program Manager

Southwest

sophia.petro@doh.wa.gov

(564) 669-0856

Sophia Petro

mailto:sophia.petro@doh.wa.gov


Questions?

PFAS contacts on the Water Quality Monitoring 

Schedule  

Anna Duron

Jeff Roeser

Sophia Petro 



To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov. 
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