
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Concise Explanatory Statement for WAC 246-935-010, 246-935-040, and 246-935-050 
relating to the delegation and supervision of animal health care tasks to veterinary 
technicians and unregistered assistants. 
 
The Veterinary Board of Governors (board) is adopting amendments to WAC 246-935-010, 
246-935-040, and 246-935-050 to update definitions for clarity and consistency, clarify the 
role of the supervising veterinarian, and specify animal health care tasks that may be 
delegated to veterinary technicians and unregistered assistants under the supervision of a 
veterinarian. The board has also taken the opportunity to reformat the animal health care 
tasks rule into a table for consistency and readability.  
  
The adopted amendments are needed to update animal health care tasks to align with 
industry standards. Additionally, the adopted rules are needed to clearly specify the 
responsibilities of the supervising veterinarian and level of supervision for the veterinary 
technicians and unregistered assistants performing the animal health care tasks. These 
updates are necessary to ensure rules are clear, concise, and up-to-date in the practice of 
veterinary medicine, surgery, and dentistry. 
  
The adopted rule language is different from the proposed rules language as published in 
WSR 25-21-126 and is outlined in the table below. 
 

Proposed in WSR 25-21-126 Adopted in WSR 26-07-008 
WAC 246-935-050(2) Tasks not specifically 
listed or delegated by the veterinarian, or 
otherwise restricted, may be performed by 
a licensed veterinary technician or 
unregistered assistant under the indirect 
supervision of a veterinarian. 
 

WAC 246-935-050(2) Tasks not specifically 
listed or otherwise restricted that are 
delegated by the veterinarian may be 
performed by a licensed veterinary 
technician or unregistered assistant under 
the indirect supervision of a veterinarian.  

WAC 246-935-050(3) A licensed veterinary 
technician or unregistered assistant may 
perform the following animal health care 
tasks under the supervision of a licensed 
veterinarian as indicated in the tables 
categorized in this subsection. 

WAC 246-935-050(3) A licensed veterinary 
technician may perform the following 
animal health care tasks under the 
supervision of a licensed veterinarian as 
indicated in the tables categorized in this 
subsection. An unregistered assistant may 
perform the following animal health care 
tasks under the supervision of a licensed 
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veterinarian or licensed veterinary 
technician as indicated in the tables 
categorized in this subsection. 

 
  
The board received five comments in opposition of restricting veterinary technicians’ ability 
to perform dental extractions. The board did not make any changes based on these 
comments.  Throughout the rules process the board received many comments, both in 
favor and in opposition, for allowing a veterinary technician to perform dental extractions. 
The adopted language closely aligns with the Academy of Veterinary Dental Technicians 
and the American Veterinary Dental College’s positions on veterinary dental health care 
providers, while offering a compromise by allowing veterinary technicians to extract single 
rooted teeth. 
  
The board received one comment suggesting that the words “and respiratory” be added to 
the definition of general anesthesia. The board noted that this would be a substantive 
change and did not make any changes based on this comment but noted that it could be 
considered in a future rulemaking project. 
 


