
Podiatric Medical Board 
Regular Business Meeting (Draft Agenda) 

July 23, 2026 

Time: 

Location: 

Board Members: 

Program Staff: 

9:00 a.m. (PDT) 

Zoom webinar (see last page for access) 
Department of Health, Town Center 2 
111 Israel Road SE, Room 153 
Tumwater, WA 98501 

Eric Powell, DPM, Chair 
Vacant, DPM, Vice Chair 
Zarko Kajgana, DPM 
Lotchie Kerch, DPM (Pro Tem 6/24/2026 - 6/24/2027)

Lynn Kovacevich Renne, DPM 
Ellen Wenzel, DPM 
Vacant, Public Member (Civillia Winslow Hill) 
Vacant, Public Member 

Tommy Simpson III, Program Manager James 
Chaney, Executive Director 
Prina Patel, Assistant Attorney General Lydia 
Koroma, Supervising Staff Attorney Scott 
Cho, Budget Analyst 
Shani P. Hue, Budget Analyst 
Marlon Basco, Policy Analyst 
Jonathan Chamrad, Program Support Alyssa 
Gehrig, Administrative Support 

Guest Presenter(s): None 

Contact: Tommy Simpson III, Program Manager 
564.669.8421 
Tommy.Simpson@doh.wa.gov 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the agenda for this regular meeting was made available online at least 24 hours 
prior to the start time of the meeting pursuant to RCW 42.30.077. 

For more information, please see last page of this agenda. 

Please Note: Comments from the public in attendance may be solicited after each agenda item. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_g20wRLzmSgCVRkWUCSAL3A
mailto:Tommy.Simpson@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Tommy.Simpson@doh.wa.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_g20wRLzmSgCVRkWUCSAL3A


 Open Session: 

1. Call to Order/Introductions—DISCUSSION/ACTION—Eric Powell, DPM, Chair

1.1. Introduction of board and supporting staff members

1.2. Approval of today’s agenda

1.3. Approval of April 23, 2026, regular business meeting minutes

2. Open Forum — Eric Powell, DPM, Chair

The purpose of the open forum is to provide the public with an opportunity to

address the board on issues of significance to or affecting podiatric medical

practice and that are not related to topics for which a rules hearing was or will be

scheduled.

3. Old Business—DISCUSSION/ACTION— Eric Powell, DPM, Chair

3.1. Formal Presentations – Tabled most presentations until vacancies are appointed

4. New Business—DISCUSSION/ACTION— Eric Powell, DPM, Chair
4.1. New board appointees welcome/introductions
4.2. Misc.

5. Correspondence—DISCUSSION/ACTION— Eric Powell, DPM, Chair

The board will review and discuss correspondence received since the last meeting (If any).

6.  Program Reports—DISCUSSION—James Chaney, Executive Director

Tommy Simpson III, Program Manager and Program Support Staff

Department staff will give updates regarding matters specific to the podiatric physicians

6.1. Budget report

6.2. Credentialing/HELMS and Complaints statistics

6.3. PMB Newsletter (Fall 2026 article solicitations)

6.4. Board Recruitment Update

Podiatric Medical Board 
Regular Business Meeting (Draft)                  
July 23, 2026 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.130.077


Virtual Attendance: 
This meeting is being held via Zoom webinar. 
Please mute your microphone/phone if you are not 
speaking. 
Join on your computer, mobile app or room 
device. 
Click this link to register for the meeting. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the webinar 

Times and Order: 
Times are approximate. The meeting will 
continue until all agenda items are complete. 
This agenda schedule may change, and items 
may not be taken in order of the agenda. 

This meeting will be recorded for the 
purpose of drafting accurate minutes. 

7. Future Business—DISCUSSION—Eric Powell, DPM, Chair

The board will discuss agenda items identified or suggested for future meetings.

7.1. Robert’s Rules of Order – Prina N. Patel, Esq., AAG

7.2. Rules Presentation, Marlon Basco-Rodillas, HSQA, Policy Analyst

7.3. Internal elections

8. Adjournment of public meeting—ACTION—Eric Powell, DPM, Chair

Next Scheduled Meeting 

Date: Thursday, October 22, 2026 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Location: Hybrid – Virtual (Zoom) and Department of Health (physical location tentative) 

 Meeting Access 

Virtual Attendance: 
This meeting is being held via Zoom webinar. 
Please mute your microphone/phone if you are not 
speaking. 
Join on your computer, mobile app or room 
device. 
Click this link to register for the meeting. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the webinar 

Times and Order: 
Times are approximate. The meeting will 
continue until all agenda items are complete. 
This agenda schedule may change, and items 
may not be taken in order of the agenda. 

This meeting will be recorded for the 
purpose of drafting accurate minutes. 
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Podiatric Medical Board 
Regular Business Meeting Minutes 

DRAFT 
April 23, 2026 

9:00 a.m. 
 

On Thursday, April 23, 2026, the Podiatric Medical Board held its regularly scheduled business 
meeting at Department of Health, 111 Israel Rd, Tumwater, WA 98501, with online access via 
Zoom. In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, notices were published on the DOH 
website and through GovDelivery. 

 

Board Members: Staff: 

Eric Powell, DPM, Chair 
Lotchie Kerch, DPM 
Zarko Kajgana, DPM 
Civillia Winslow Hill, Public Member 

Tommy Simpson, Program Manager 
James Chaney, Executive Director 
Jonathan Chamrad, Program Associate 
Alyssa Gehrig, Administrative Assistant 
Jennifer Osmun, Program Support 
Luke Eaton, Assistant Attorney General 
Prina Patel, Assistant Attorney General 
Marlon Basco-Rodillas, Policy Analyst 
Ginger Grout, Credentialing Supervisor 

 

Guest Speakers and/or Presenters: 
Chris Bundy, MD, MPH, Exec. Dir., 
Washington Physician Health Program (WPHP) 

Dominique Crisp, Supervising Staff Attorney, 
HSQA, Office of Investigative and Legal Services (OILS) 

Guests: 
Leslie Emerick 
Lynn Kovacevich Renne, DPM 
Deborah Wright 
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1. Call to Order/Introductions- Eric Powell, DPM, Chair 

Dr. Powell called the meeting of Washington State Podiatric Medical Board to order at 
approximately 9:09 a.m. 
1.1 Introductions of board members and staff 
1.2 Approval of today’s agenda 

MOTION: A motion was made to approve of the April 23, 2026, business 
meeting agenda. The motion was seconded and passed. 

1.3 Approval of October 23, 2025, business meeting minutes 
MOTION: A motion was made to approve of the October 23, 2025, business 
meeting minutes. The motion was seconded and passed. 
Note: The January 22, 2026 business meeting was cancelled due to lack of 
quorum. 

 
2. Open Forum – Eric Powell, DPM, Chair 

The purpose of the open forum is to provide the public with an opportunity to address the 
board on issues of significance to or affecting podiatric medical practice and that are not 
related to topics for which a rules hearing was or will be scheduled. 

Comments shared included: 
There were no comments although Luke Eaton, AAG announced his 
transition and introduced Prina Patel as the board’s new AAG. Prina 
shared she was excited to support the board going forward. 

 
3. Old Business – DISCUSSION/ACTION - Eric Powell, DPM, Chair 

3.1 The podiatric medical board in conjunction with the department of health filed a 
CR103P as WSR 25-24-061 on 12/1/2025 which became final on 1/1/2026. The 
board adopted amendments to WAC 246-922-055, Reciprocity requirements to 
clarify and align RCW 18.130.077. 

 
3.2 Formal Presentations – Board voted to table most presentations until vacancies are 

appointed 
 

4. New Business – DISCUSSION/ACTION - Eric Powell, DPM, Chair 
4.1 Dr. Chris Bundy, Washington Physician Health Program (WPHP) Presentation 
4.2 Dominque, SSA, Presentation Regarding the Investigation and Summary 

Suspension Processes Presentation 
4.3 Artificial Intelligence (AI) Clinical Discussion – Was addressed as an ongoing 

topic with the board, program, and the AAG. 
4.4 Five (5) year rules review process overview, Program/Policy Analyst – Gave an 

overview of this mandatory process and the potential for certain reviewed WAC 
sections would be brought before the board for discussion at a future meeting pending 
appointments when collective decision-making may take place. 

Open Session 
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5. Correspondence – DISCUSSION/ACTION – Eric Powell, DPM, Chair

• There was no new correspondence.

6. Program Reports – DISCUSSION – James Chaney, Executive Director; Tommy
Simpson III, Program Manager and Program Support.
Department staff gave updates regarding matters specific to the podiatric physicians and
surgeons:
6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

6.4 

Budget report - Was shared the budget remains in good shape, and in a self-
sustaining posture, with biggest expenditures directed towards disciplinary, and 
program support costs. 

Credentialing statistics report - Was reported the department has seen a slight 
uptick in applications since HB 1724, codified as RCW 18.130.077 was fully 
adopted by the, and became effective at the beginning of the new year. 

Podiatric Medical Board Newsletter (Spring 2026 ed.) - as reported the Spring ed. 
2026, was published on/about the 1st day of spring, and that feedback at time of the 
meeting had been nothing short of positive and that program is currently seeking 
input from the board for its Fall ed. newsletter! 

Board Recruitment Updates - Was reported active announcements for both Board, 
and public members remain active and that program remains in constant 
communications with the governor’s office. 

7. Future Business – DISCUSSION – Eric Powell, DPM, Chair

8. Adjournment of public meeting—ACTION—Eric Powell, DPM, Chair
MOTION: A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 10:39 A.M. The motion was
seconded and passed.

Next Scheduled Meeting:
Date: July 23, 2026 
Time: 9:00 a.m 
Location: Hybrid - Virtual Zoom Meeting with a physical location at the 
Department of Health, 111 Israel Rd SE, Tumwater, WA 98501 

The board discussed agenda items identified or suggested for future meetings.
Office of Investigations and Legal Services Presentation, Lydia Koroma, SSA 
Rules Presentation, Marlon Basco-Rodillas, HSQA, Policy Analyst 
Office of Investigations and Legal Services Presentation, Lydia Koroma, SSA 
Rules Presentation, Marlon Basco-Rodillas, HSQA, Policy Analyst 

7.1  
7.2
7.3  
7.4 

Submitted: Approved: 

Tommy Simpson III, Program Manager Eric Powell, DPM, Chair

https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/podiatric-physician-and-surgeon/newsletter


Podiatric Medical Board 

Examines candidates for licensure or registration and investigates charges of malpractice, unsafe conditions, or unprofessional conduct. The Board 
also conducts disciplinary hearings and recommends and adopts rules and regulations to promote safety, protection, and welfare of the public. 

Board Website https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/podiatric-
physician-and-surgeon/podiatric-medical-board 

Policy Area Health 

Governor Appointments 7 

Total Board Positions 7 

Statutory Authority RCW 18.22.013

Public Disclosure 
Required? 

No 

Senate Confirmation 
Required? 

No 

Compensation $50 per day, reimbursed for travel and state per diem rate 

Term Length (years) 5 

Statutory Term Limits No person may serve more than two consecutive terms on the board 

Member Requirements: Five (5) podiatrists, licensed five consecutive years prior to appointment; two (2) general public members not involved in 
administering health activities nor the provision of health services. 

https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/podiatric-physician-and-surgeon/podiatric-medical-board
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/podiatric-physician-and-surgeon/podiatric-medical-board
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.22.013


Podiatric.Medical.Board ~ Member List 

Position Number Member Name Term Begin Term End Position Requirements 

1 06/26/2023 06/23/2028 Licensed Podiatrist 

2 05/18/2026 06/23/2029 Licensed Podiatrist 

3 10/30/2020 06/23/2025 General Public 

4 09/16/2021 06/23/2026 Licensed Podiatrist 

5 

Kajgana, Zarko 

Kovacevich Renne, Lynn 

Winslow Hill, Civillia 

Kerch, Lotchie (Pro Tem 6/24/2026 - 6/24/2027) 

Powell, Eric 09/21/2023 06/30/2027 Licensed Podiatrist 

6 Wright, Deborah 01/14/2022 06/23/2025 General Public 

7 Wenzel, Ellen 05/18/2026 06/23/2030 Professional member 

Apply to be a member of Podiatric.Medical.Board 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/boards-commissions/boards-commissions/apply-serve-board-or-commission
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Credentialing Updates
• The HELMS Project continues to build on the progress of the R2 release with issue 

fixes, training support, and user-focused updates.

• The project is also focused on building and testing the functionality for the final 
release of R3 in March 2026. R3 will include a large amount of new functionality 
related to enforcement, programs, and scope changes from legislation.

• Credentialing teams are working diligently to grow their skills and efficiency in 
processing credentials through HELMS. Some teams have even caught up to their 
previous processing speeds; some teams are close, and some are still working hard 
to address processing times and backlogs. The HELMS team is supporting these 
teams in any way we can.

• Credentialing teams have renewed more than 180,000 licenses and issued more 
than 27,000 new credentials!

• So far in October, more than 3,000 credentials have been issued, of which 2,823 
were from applications completed online.

• Between September 15 and October 15, 2025, more than 45,000 user portal 
accounts were activated in HELMS.
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Performance Data
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HELMS launch represented a major interruption, but the credentialing team covering 
Podiatrist and Physician Surgeon License and its affiliated credentials has effectively 
caught up.

We continue to look for system efficiencies to maintain our effective credentialing.
The team will continue to partner to support their peers and other teams, as 

possible. 

Priorities



Section 5 Podiatry as of 7-15-2026
View in Power BI
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https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/21cdae1a-4687-4f35-b5f6-16cff379d71b/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/21cdae1a-4687-4f35-b5f6-16cff379d71b/?pbi_source=PowerPoint

	Podiatric Medical Board 7-23-2026 Regular Business Meeting Agenda (Draft).pdf
	July 23, 2026
	7. Future Business—DISCUSSION—Eric Powell, DPM, Chair
	8. Adjournment of public meeting—ACTION—Eric Powell, DPM, Chair


	Podiatric Medical Board Appointees Governor's webpage.pdf
	BCC Credentialing Presentation - Podiatrist 07.23.26.pdf
	PodiatrisT�Credentialing update
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Priorities
	Questions?
	Slide Number 7

	Section 5 Podiatric Physician and Surgeon Budget Summary as of 7-15-2026.pdf
	Section 5 25-27 part 2
	Budget Status Report
	Fund Balance - Revenue - Expenses
	Podiatry

	PMB Meeting Minutes_04-23-2026 Draft Edits (Final).pdf
	Podiatric Medical Board Regular Business Meeting Minutes
	DRAFT

	Guest Speakers and/or Presenters:
	Guests:
	1. Call to Order/Introductions- Eric Powell, DPM, Chair
	2. Open Forum – Eric Powell, DPM, Chair
	3. Old Business – DISCUSSION/ACTION - Eric Powell, DPM, Chair
	4. New Business – DISCUSSION/ACTION - Eric Powell, DPM, Chair
	5. Correspondence – DISCUSSION/ACTION – Eric Powell, DPM, Chair
	6. Program Reports – DISCUSSION – James Chaney, Executive Director; Tommy Simpson III, Program Manager and Program Support.




