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Meeting Notes  
Drinking Water Advisory Group 

March 2, 2026 

 

Agenda Item Notes 

2. ODW Updates 

Holly Myers, Office 

Director  

 SRF Team Program Manager– Tara Moore will be working with 

emergency contaminants and small disadvantaged community grants.  

 Michalene Fontana – Records Management Team will be supporting and 

helping our program assistant and records management team.  

 There is an updated org chart on our website and a map with contact 

information. The updates are in progress. Reach out to managers and 

supervisors if you are not receiving a reply to your inquiries.  

 Workload capacity streamlined by consolidating inboxes for those doing 

similar work. This is an effort to ensure work life balance and encourage 

connections with colleagues across the region/state. 

3. Legislative Updates  

Mike Means 

 Discussion on our priority legislative topics focused on for this session 

focused on thinking about long term water system solutions, whether 

regionalization, integrated state coordination and infrastructure funding.  

 How do we leverage funding with those opportunities. 

 Continuing Hot Topics include contamination and emerging 

contaminates, PFAS, nitrate contamination across the state with a focus 

on the areas of Yakima Valley. 

 Public Water System definition 

 Funding Water system Oversight  

o Fiscal Committee shut off today 

▪ HB 1906 – water system rates and regionalization 

▪ HB 3902 – family burial grounds 

▪ HB 2418 – permit review process 

▪ https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2239&Year=202

5&Initiative=false 

▪ https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1906&Year=20

25&Initiative=false 

▪ https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2418&Year=20

25&Initiative=false 

▪ https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2269&Year=20

25&Initiative=false  

 PFAS Rules have been completed for Washington  

 

4. Impacts of Federal 

Funding Going Forward  

Kay Rotell, Deputy 

Director  

 Congressional Direct Spending on the Office of Drinking Water (ODW) 

and the State Revolving Fund (SRF) Program 

 DWSRF was established in 1996 to help water systems achieve health 

protection and objectives of the Safe Drinking Water Act.  

 Congressional direct spending has reduced the ODW’s DWSRF grant 

allotment impacting both operating and capital budgets.  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2239&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2239&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1906&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1906&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2418&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2418&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2269&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2269&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-03/4.ImpactsOfFederalFunding.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-03/4.ImpactsOfFederalFunding.pdf
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 The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) has provided supplemental 

funding, but funding was limited to 5 years and is ending next year 

 State can use up to 31 percent of DWSRF grant as set-aside funds These 

funds support our program and can be used to provide planning and 

design technical assistance 

 The set asides also support Capacity Development, OpCert, well head 

protection, and technical assistance. 

 If congressional direct spending continues after BIL end, the office will 

evaluate possible fee increases and reductions in: 

o Staff 

o TA and Cap Dev support 

o Non-essential travel and conferences  

 Reduced TA means 

o No direct engineering/planning support 

o No LSLI assistance 

o Reduced TA for contractors like ERWOW, RCAC, SCI 

o Reduced staffing for pre-plan and pre-design 

 ODW is evaluating staffing needs and conducting a workforce analysis 

 

5. Water System 

Consolidation 

Mike Means 

 No notes available. 

6. Draft EPA 

Perchlorate Rule  

Derrick Dennis, Water 

Quality Policy and Data 

Manager; Trace Warner, 

Senior Policy Planner 

 Regulatory history: 2011 regulation of perchlorate under SDWA 

o July 2020 didn’t endorse final rule 

o 2023 DC court remanded EPA 2020 decision 

o EPA agreed to finalize the rule by May 21, 2027 

 Perchlorate is highly stable and mobile in water. 

 Naturally occurring as well as man-made. 

 Many uses. 

 Very low in Washington State. 

 Detrimental to health: 

o May inhibit thyroid iodide uptake 

o Thyroid hormone changes can cause adverse effects in offspring. 

o Environmental Public Health Sciences evaluated it. 

 Several proposed DW standards. 

 Proposed monitoring framework 

 Tier 1 public notice, required in CCR. 

 Currently in public comment period. 

 ODW commented on proposed rule: 

o High level/general. 

o Lower MCL range. 

o Monitoring and waivers are not aligned with SMF. 

o Tier 2 is appropriate. 

o Treatment—unknown 

o Language on health effects needs revision. 

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-02/6.DraftEPA-PerchlorateRule.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-02/6.DraftEPA-PerchlorateRule.pdf
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 Public hearing Feb 19, 2026, comment period ends Mar 9, 2026. 

 

7. PFAS Monitoring 

Q&A 

Sophia Petro, Water 

Quality Monitoring 

Program 

 SBOH updated WAC in 2021. Added SALs, monitoring, and public 

notification. 

 EPA passed rule April 2024 with MCLs enforceable in 2029. 

 Federal PFAS monitoring. 

 Systems required to participate in UCMR5 PFAS can use their data to 

meet initial monitoring requirements (see presentation). 

o EPA memo, Nov. 21, 2024. 

o Our UCMR5 template available for labs and water systems. 

o Free PFAS program. 

 Compliance monitoring starts Apr 26, 2027. 

 MCLs effective Apr 26, 2029. 

 SALs aligned with MCLs Jan 15, 2026. 

 PFAS Monitoring and Follow-Up Actions 331-668 (PDF) 

 PFAS in Drinking Water—Group A Public Water System Information and 

Support  

 

8. Lead in Childcare and 

School Facilities 

Matt Hadorn, Lead and 

Copper Rule Policy  

 No notes available. 

9. June 1, 2026, Meeting 

Agenda Planning  

John Freitag  

 My question for the group regards the Columbia River drinking water 

sources of the Tri Cities which are already monitored for potential 

Hanford contamination, and how clean water supplies may be 

exacerbated by a Cascadia earthquake. Can the group point me to 

examinations of backup Tri Cities water sources from the nearby Snake 

and Yakima Rivers e.g. so as to diminish post Cascadia earthquake plus 

Hanford drinking water challenges.  

 DWINSA and anticipated needs 

 Drought status. (Ecology plans to issue emergency drought declaration.) 

 

 

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-02/7.PFAS-MonitoringQnA.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-02/7.PFAS-MonitoringQnA.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-11/memorandum-on-final-pfas-npdwr-monitoring-and-reporting_wdds-and-primacy-agencies.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/Reprocessed-PFAS-UCMR5Template.docx
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLV1gK-TXSMZCofs7OBvgYYJUMlFMVldFN0s5RTIyTTJFRkRVV0JYNUNaMi4u
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-02/331-668.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contaminants/pfas-drinking-water

