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DATE: April 17, 2026

TO: Kathleen Buchli
Code Reviser

FROM: Tami Thompson j P

Deputy Director of Regulatory Affairs

SUBJECT: Withdrawal of WSR 26-02-037, CR-101 for WAC 246-282-990,
Commercial Shellfish fees

The Department of Health (department) is withdrawing the CR-101 for Commercial
Shellfish fees, which was filed December 31, 2025, and published in WSR 26-02-
037.

The department is withdrawing this CR-101 because the 2026 Legislature passed
a budget proviso that gives the department funding to implement
recommendations from an independent analysis of the commercial shellfish
program’s fee structure by Greene Economics published in 2025. The budget
proviso also limits the department from increasing commercial shellfish fees
beyond the specified amount listed in the proviso during fiscal years 2026 and
2027 and requires the department to submit a report to the Legislature and
Governor with alternative licensing and fee structures that alleviate the strain on
small commercial shellfish businesses.

Individuals requiring information on this rulemaking should contact Zehra Siddiqui,
at zehra.siddiqui@doh.wa.gov.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

cc: Katitza Holthaus, Regulatory Affairs Manager, Environmental Public Health
Division
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