
 

DENTAL HYGIENE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, April 17, 2026 
 
 

Members Present: Camille Luke, RDH, Chair 
Joy Sykes, RDH, Vice Chair 
Kimberly Hussey, RDH 
Julienne Jobin, RDH 
Paula Rehwaldt, Public Member 

 
Staff Present: Kitty Einert, Program Manager 

Kimberly Sanchez, Executive Director 
Bruce Bronoske Jr., Interim Executive Director 
Heather Carter, Assistant Attorney General (AAG) 
Debbie Gardner, Program Manager 
Adriana Barcena, Program Manager 
Catharine Roner-Reiter, Supervising Staff Attorney 
Carly Mccarthy, Communications Lead 
Sarah Miczynski, Credentialing Supervisor 
Janessa Melvin, Credentialing Specialist 
Jennifer Wilson, Credentialing Specialist 
Cassandra Gerard, Administrative Assistant 

 
Friday, April 17, 2026 

OPEN SESSION 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The open session of the business meeting was called to order at 9:01 a.m. by Camille 
Luke, Chair. 

1.1 Introduction of committee members, staff, and audience. 
 

• The committee members and staff were introduced. 
 

1.2 Public Comment – The public had an opportunity to provide comments. 
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• No public comments were received. 
 

1.3 Approval of agenda 
 

• Ms. Luke requested an amendment to Item 6.2 to state April 14-15, 2026. 
• A motion was made to approve the April 17, 2026 agenda as amended. 
• The motion was seconded, and approved unanimously. 

 
1.4 Approval of January 23, 2026 business meeting minutes 

 
• A motion was made to approve the January 23, 2026 minutes as presented. 
• The motion was seconded and approved unanimously. 

 
2. EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY (EWU) DUAL DEGREE PROGRAM – Lisa Bilich, 

RDH MSEd – gave a presentation on EWU’s dual degree program – Bachelor of Science in 
Dental Hygiene and Masters in Dental Therapy. 

 
• Ms. Bilich shared her involvement with the dental hygiene department and 

accreditation of dental therapy at Eastern Washington University (EWU). 
• Ms. Bilich shared the length and class size of EWU’s dual degree program. 
• Ms. Bilich reviewed the overlapping content between the dental therapy and dental 

hygiene programs. 
• Ms. Bilich asked the committee to consider accepting dental therapy clinical 

licensing exams for dental hygiene licensing exams to streamline oral health 
education by removing barriers and reducing cost for students without excluding 
dental hygienists. 

• Ms. Bilich shared a comparison of the dental therapy and dental hygiene exams 
administered by The American Board of Dental Examiners (ADEX) and Central 
Regional Dental Testing Services (CRDTS). 

• Ms. Bilich answered questions from the committee. 
• Mr. Bronoske explained the exam approval process to the committee. 

 
3. HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT LICENSING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (HELMS) – Carly 

Mccarthy, Communications Lead, provided an update on HELMS, the Department’s 
licensing and enforcement system. 

 
• Ms. Mccarthy shared the final major release of the HELMS project occurred in 

March 2026 and focused on enforcement functionality. 
• HELMS training will be held for board, commission, and committee members. 
• Ms. Mccarthy shared new features within HELMS including profile updates, adding 

credentialing holder details, updating public searches, and complaint and case 
information access. 
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• Ms. Mccarthy demonstrated portal user tips to the committee. 
• Ms. Mccarthy shared the HELMS website, monthly newsletter link and contact 

information. 
 

4. DENTAL AND DENTAL HYGIENIST COMPACT (DDH COMPACT) – Catherine Roner-Reiter, 
Supervising Staff Attorney, provided an update on the DDH compact. 

 
• Ms. Roner-Reiter shared the Dental and Dental Hygienist Compact (DDH Compact) 

held a committee meeting on February 19, 2026. 
• The DDH Compact adopted a rule on criminal background checks that requires a 

background check on all licensees of professions under the compact. 
• Ms. Roner-Reiter shared the importance of notifying license holders of the new 

requirement prior to license renewal. 
• Ms. Roner-Reiter shared a rule on clinical assessment was heard at the DDH 

Compact meeting. The rule was met with criticism and was returned to the DDH 
Rules Committee for further discussion. 

• The DDH Rules Committee met on April 1, 2026 to further discuss the clinical 
assessment rule. The full commission will review the draft rule at the next meeting. 

• Ms. Roner-Reiter shared the full commission meeting schedule and provided 
directions for submitting public comments. 

• Mr. Bronoske Jr. explained the potential affect of the clinical assessment rule on 
dental hygienist license applicants. 

 
5. PROGRAM REPORT 

5.1 Staff Updates 
 

• Ms. Sanchez was recently hired for the executive director position. 
• Mr. Bronoske Jr. will transition to the program manager position as of May 1, 2026 

and Ms. Einert will return to her prior position, on June 1, 2026. 

5.2 Licensing Data 
 

• Mr. Bronoske Jr. reviewed the active and pending dental hygiene license statuses. 
• Mr. Bronoske Jr. shared recent credentialing staff updates. 

 
5.3 Disciplinary Statistics 

 
• Mr. Bronoske Jr. requested disciplinary statistics to be reviewed at a future 

business meeting once an accurate report is available. 
 

5.4 Interim Operating Budget 

https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/healthcare-enforcement-and-licensing-management-system-helms
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/bulletins/40b6473
https://ddhcompact.org/meetings/full-commission-meetings/
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• Mr. Bronoske Jr. requested the interim operating budget to be reviewed at a future 
business meeting once the balance is correct. 

 
5.5 Rules Update 

 
• Chapter 246-814 WAC, dental care for children silver diamine fluoride CR-102 was 

filed with the code reviser under WSR 26-02-062 on January 26, 2026. The CR-103 is 
scheduled to be filed on May 8, 2026, and adopted on June 8, 2026. 

• Chapter 246-815-140, continuing education and renewal requirements for dental 
hygienists CR-101 was filed with the code reviser under WSR 26-09-027 on April 7, 
2026. 

• Chapter 246-815 WAC, dentist and dental hygienist compact CR-101 was filed with 
the code reviser under WSR 24-21-056 on October 9, 2024. 

 
5.6 Publications Update 

 
• Ms. Einert shared the 2025 Washington State School-Based Sealant and Fluoride 

Varnish Program Guidelines have been published on the department’s website. 
 

6. COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

6.1 Committee Representatives 
 

• A motion was made for Ms. Hussey to represent the Dental Collaboration 
Committee. 

• The motion was seconded and approved unanimously. 
 

6.2 CODA Accreditation Site Visit – EWU site evaluation on April 14-15, 2026 
 

• Ms. Sykes shared her experience attending the CODA accreditation site visit at 
Eastern Washington University on April 14-15, 2026. 

 
7. CONSENT AGENDA – CORRESPONDENCE 

• No correspondence was received. 
 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

• Disciplinary statistics 
• Interim operating budget 
• Rules workshop 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/8380/160-172-OHsealguid-en-L.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/8380/160-172-OHsealguid-en-L.pdf
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There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m. on Friday, April 17, 
2026. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 17, 2026, and will be held in-
person with a virtual component. 

 
Respectfully Submitted By: Approved By: 

 
 

 

Kitty Einert, Program Manager Camille Luke, RDH, Chair 
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