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Temporary Emergency Medical Services 
Workforce (TWF) for Wildland Fire Response 

Purpose 
During wildland fire incidents/events, wildland fire response teams may require additional 
emergency medical services (EMS) personnel to provide medical support. A process has been 
established to provide temporary recognition of out-of-state certified EMS providers and EMS 
providers who are certified in Washington state but have an inoperable status on their 
certification. 
 
These events are typically short-lived, and the circumstances require the use of a temporary 
EMS workforce. Use of existing Washington state licensed services and personnel may not be 
possible or sufficient to meet the unique nature of these incidents. The process for an out-of-
state applicant to receive a Washington state EMS credential would extend past the time of 
the incident/event. It is important to ensure the individual has the appropriate training, 
knowledge, and skills to protect the health and safety of Washingtonians.  
 
The Department of Health (DOH) recognizes the impact of these isolated and special 
circumstances and has a process to provide temporary recognition of the transient EMS 
worker for wildland fire response.  

Process 
To supply a temporary EMS workforce for a wildland fire response, the state or federal entity 
will need to request activation of the supervising EMS service under a formal incident or 
mission number. 
 
Once activated, the supervising EMS service will need to submit a Temporary Workforce 
Recognition for Out of State EMS Providers form (PDF) to DOH at the email addresses listed on 
the form. The form is also available in an Excel spreadsheet format. 
 
If the EMS provider meets requirements, DOH may recognize approved EMS personnel for up 
to 90 days.  

Form Information 
• Supervising service name and contact information.  
• Anticipated date range. 
• Name of incident, county, incident/mission number. 

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/530330-TWFtracking.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/530330-TWFtracking.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/530330-TWFtracking.xlsx
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• For all EMS providers: complete name, date of birth, level of certification, state of 
certification, NREMT number, and WASERV status. 

o WASERV is the Washington State Emergency Registry of Volunteers willing to 
help during disasters and significant events. The registry is used to partner 
volunteers with local public health, hospital, emergency preparedness and local 
emergency management groups. For more information about WASERV, visit 
https://www.waserv.org/. 

EMS Provider Requirements 
• The EMS provider must have a current, valid EMS certification from either NREMT or 

another state licensing entity. 
• The EMS provider may not have any current disciplinary action on their EMS 

certification. 
• EMS personnel must comply with the applicable laws and rules of Washington state. 
• EMS personnel must adhere to the county Medical Program Director (MPD) protocols 

and policies for patient triage, care, and transport where deployed. These individuals 
may only practice to the level of their certification within the Washington state scope of 
practice. 

Supervising EMS Service Responsibilities 
• Advise DOH of any new personnel requiring temporary recognition during the 

incident/event. EMS providers will not provide patient care unless recognized by DOH.  
• If the provider is within the window of recognition and moves to a new incident/event 

under a new incident number, mark the box on the Temporary Workforce Recognition 
for Out of State EMS Providers form (PDF) indicating the provider received recognition in 
2026. The form is also available in an Excel spreadsheet format. 

• Ensure temporarily recognized EMS personnel will comply with the applicable laws and 
rules of Washington state. 

• Ensure temporarily recognized EMS personnel will adhere to the county MPD and 
department-approved protocols and policies for patient triage, care, and transport 
where deployed. These individuals may only practice to the level of their certification 
within the Washington state scope of practice. 

For any questions on this document, please contact the Office of Community Health Systems 
– EMS & Trauma Section at HSQA.EMS@doh.wa.gov.  

DOH 530-336 July 2026 

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing 
customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov.  

https://www.waserv.org/
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