
 

Mental Health Counselors, Marriage and Family Therapists, and Social 
Workers Advisory Committee Minutes 

September 5, 2025 
Hybrid Meeting 

Committee members present: Megan Simmons, LMFT, Chair 
Beda Herbison, LICSW, Vice Chair 
Melissa Denner, LMHC, SUDP 
Kim McBride, LMFT 
Joel Freedman, LMHC  
Linda Sattem, Ph.D., Public Member  
Vacant – LASW 
Vacant - Public Member 
Vacant - Public Member 

Committee members absent:  
Staff members present: Lana Crawford, Program Manager 

Brandon Williams, Executive Director 
James Smartt, Program Support 
John Simmons, Program Support 
Melody Casiano, Policy Analyst  
Brandon Williams, Project Manager 
Hyon Yi, Deputy Credentialing Manager 
Shelly Buchanan, Supervising Staff Attorney 
Marie Carp, AAG 

Guest presenters: None 

On September 5, 2025, the Washington State Mental Health Counselors, Marriage and 
Family Therapists, and Social Workers Advisory Committee met online via Microsoft 
Teams and in person at the Washington State Department of Health, Town Center East 2 
(TC2) Building, Room #166, 111 Israel Road SE, Tumwater, WA 98501. In accordance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of the meeting was published to the committee’s 
website and was sent out via the GovDelivery listserv. 

  

https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/ProfessionsNewReneworUpdate/MentalHealthCounselor/CommitteeInformation
https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/ProfessionsNewReneworUpdate/MentalHealthCounselor/CommitteeInformation
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Open Session: 

1. Call to Order – Megan Simmons, LMFT, Chair – The meeting was called to order at 9:04 
am. 
Introductions – Members of the committee and supporting staff were introduced. 
Approval of September 5, 2025, agenda – Motion to approve the Agenda with the budget 

report presenter amended, seconded, passed. 
Approval of June 13, 2025, meeting minutes – Motion to approve the June 13, 2025 meeting 

minutes, seconded, passed. 

2. Public Comment – Megan Simmons, LMFT, Chair  
There was a public comment from Rachel Luke requesting updates on any systemic changes to the 
licensure process. 

3. Assistant Attorney General Report – Sierra McWilliams, AAG  
The AAG will report on any items relevant to the advisory committee. 
 

4. Program Updates – Lana Crawford, Program Manager; Scott Cho, Budget Analyst; 
Joe Miller, Executive Director 
 

4.1. Understanding the Budget: Structure, Impact, and Committee Role – The committee was 
provided an overview of the previous biennium’s budget report and explained that the allotments 
for the new biennium will be approved soon and the new budget will be available. 
 

4.2. Credentialing Timelines – Article Review & Implications – The committee received a 
report on and discussed the current credentialing challenges and their relation to licensing 
timelines. 
4.2.1 Article: Licensing delays keep social workers, counselors out of WA workforce.   

4.3. Recruitment Efforts – The committee received an update regarding the legislative changes 
regarding the committee make up and ongoing efforts to fill vacant spots.  Beda Herbison and 
Melissa Denner volunteered to assist with interviewing applicants for the vacant position. 
 

5. Rule Making Updates – Lana Crawford, Program Manager – The committee received an 
update on access to HEAL-WA for associate credentials. 
CR105 WSR 25-17-067 (PDF) Licensed Mental Health Counselor Associates - University of 

Washington Health Sciences Library (HEAL-WA) fee. 

6. Subcommittee Report: Associate Application Presentation Update - Beda Herbison, 
LICSW, Advisory Committee Vice Chair and Kim McBride, LMFT, Advisory 
Committee Member  
The committee received an update on the subcommittee’s ongoing efforts to provide education about 
the licensing process at universities in the state. 

7. Roundtable Discussion - Megan Simmons, LMFT, Chair – The following topics were 
brought up as roundtable discussion items: 
 
Department staff will begin providing open office hours starting weekly in October, then monthly 
starting November. 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spokesman.com%2Fstories%2F2025%2Faug%2F18%2Flicensing-delays-keep-social-workers-counselors-ou%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLana.Crawford%40doh.wa.gov%7C5d5a3e315be049c7d9c508dde50ad24b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638918556844632262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x1ueGQyHtBXG1YmY%2BYdiMmOSQASJanuqcLiwtw%2BxGJc%3D&reserved=0
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/WSR25-17-067-CR105.pdf


Mental Health Counselors, Marriage and Family Therapists, and Social Workers Advisory Committee Minutes 
September 5, 2025 

Agency Affiliated Counselor credentials, mental health professionals, and Substance Use Disorder 
Professionals certification overlaps. 
 
Supervision of associates across license types. 
 
Upcoming changes and modernizations to the language of the general rules regarding the licensure 
process. 
 

8. Future Business – Megan Simmons, LMFT, Chair 
The committee identified the following items for future business: 

COAMFTE Accreditation Credit. 

9. Adjournment - Megan Simmons, LMFT, Chair – The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am. 
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