
 

 

 
 

ACUPUNCTURE AND EASTERN MEDICINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

 Monday, May 18, 2026 
 

 

Committee Members Present: Kristine McGinley, L.Ac., AEMP, Chair 
                              Christina Jackson, AEMP, Vice-Chair 
  Yiwen Su, AEMP 
  Laurie Solomon, L.Ac. 
                               Phillip Padelford, Public Member  
 
Staff Present:    Adriana Barcena, Program Manager 
     Kimberly Sanchez, Executive Director 
    Kristi Knieps, Assistant Attorney General (AAG) 
    Sarah Miczynski, Credentialing Supervisor 

Kirstin Williams, Credentialing Lead 
Rachel Campbell, Fee Data Manager 
Cassandra Gerard, Administrative Assistant 

 
Others Present:                                        Lisa vanHaagen 
 Tuesday Wasserman 
 Perry Cooper 
 Sharonne O’Shea 
 Ruosi Lee 
 K. Mitchell 

Romi Epstein 
Khai Bhaqwandin 
Susan Shultz 
Leslie Emerick 
Rebecca Groebner 
Debbie Yu 

 
OPEN SESSION 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The open session of the business meeting was called to order at 10:35 a.m. by Kristine 
McGinley, Chair. 
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1.1 Introductions of committee members and staff.  
 

• The committee members, staff, and audience were introduced. 
 

1.2 Public Comment – The public had an opportunity to provide comments.  
 

• Ms. Emerick representing the Washington Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine 
Association, commented on improving meeting link accessibility for public 
attendees.  

• Ms. Barcena suggested a Zoom meeting platform may allow registering for the 
meeting in advance. The meeting link may also be published on the 
department’s webpage.  

• Ms. vanHaagen suggested the meeting link remain available on the agenda.  
 

1.3 Approval of Agenda 
 

• Ms. Barcena requested to amend the agenda to include item 9 Correspondence 
Letter.  

• A motion was made to approve the May 18, 2026 agenda as amended.  
• The motion was seconded, and approved unanimously. 

 
1.4 Approval of January 26, 2026 meeting minutes 

 
• A motion was made to approve the January 26, 2026 minutes.  
• The motion was seconded, and approved unanimously. 

  
  2.    COMMITTEE MEMBER UPDATE – Adriana Barcena, Program Manager  
  

•  Ms. Solomon has been appointed to the committee.  
•  Ms. Solomon shared her experience and motivation for joining the committee.  

 
3. STAFF UPDATE –  Adriana Barcena, Program Manager   
 

• Ms. Sanchez was recently hired for the executive director position. 
• Mr. Bronoske Jr. has returned to his previous program manager position.  
• Ms. Miczynski was introduced as the current credentialing supervisor.  

 
4. 2026 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – The committee discussed 2026 legislation that may 

have an impact on the profession. Adriana Barcena, Program Manager 
 

• Ms. Barcena shared the legislative session ended on March 12, 2026 with no 
direct impact on Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine Practitioners.   
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5. TRAINING – Training provided to the committee – Kristi Knieps, AAG 
 

5.1 Open Public Meeting Act (OPMA) 
 

• Ms. Knieps explained the purpose of the Open Public Meeting Act (OPMA) is to 
build public confidence through government transparency.  

• Ms. Knieps shared the ethics in public service act and provided examples.  
• Ms. Barcena shared the executive ethics board - training resource that includes 

frequently asked questions and training aids.  
•   Ms. Knieps described different meeting types and quorum standards.  
• Ms. Knieps explained public attendance and recording guidelines.  
• Ms. Knieps shared potential penalties for violating the OPMA and risk 

management tips. 
• Ms. Barcena shared the boards and commissions membership handbook 

resource.  
• Ms. Knieps reviewed RCW 18.06.220 and the aspects that apply to the 

committee.  
 

5.2 Robert’s Rules of Order 
 

• Ms. Knieps reviewed the meeting structure followed by the committee. 
 

5.3 Conflict of Interest 
 

• Ms. Knieps described different situations where conflicts of interest may occur 
and resolutions.  

• Ms. Knieps answered questions from the committee.  
 

6. WASHINGTON ACUPUNCTURE AND EASTERN MEDICINE ASSOCIATION (WAEMA) 
REQUEST FOR DISCUSSION ABOUT ESTABLISHING A BOARD THROUGH 
LEGISLATION  – Rachel Campbell, Fee Data Manager 

 
• Ms. Barcena explained Washington Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine 

Association (WAEMA) requested information regarding potential legislation on 
the profession establishing a board rather than an advisory committee. 

• Ms. Campbell shared the different governance structures and types of 
discipline authority of boards and committees.  

• Ms. Campbell gave examples of board responsibilities including developing 
rules, policies, and guidelines.  

• Ms. Campbell explained board member’s time commitment includes attending 
weekly Case Management Team (CMT) meetings to regularly review cases and 
complaints.  

https://ethics.wa.gov/training
https://dev-governor-ferguson.pantheonsite.io/sites/default/files/2023-01/handbook.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=18.06.220
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• Ms. Campbell shared cost assumptions of board members attending weekly 
CMT meetings and discipline review.  

• Ms. Campbell explained the additional cost of the rule-making process.  
• The estimated impact of transitioning to a board is an additional $100.00 

increase to practitioner license applications and renewal fees.  
• Ms. Campbell explained that the acupuncture and Eastern medicine 

practitioner license fees were reduced in 2023 to lower the surplus fund 
balance. The license fee is expected to be returned once the reserve balance is 
in the desired range.  

• Ms. Sanchez suggested further questions be submitted to the program to 
research and determine what is attainable.   

• Ms. Emerick explained on behalf of WAEMA, the intention of pursuing a board is 
to gain more regulatory authority and control over scope of practice decisions.  

• The committee discussed the potential transition to a board and the possible 
challenges.  

• Ms. Jackson shared her preference for practitioner discipline to be handled by 
the department due to the familiarity between acupuncturists.  

• Ms. Emerick shared examples of past scope of practice issues for WAEMA. 
• The committee discussed the amount of time needed to transition to a board 

and the steps needed prior to presenting a bill during legislative session.  
• Ms. Barcena explained legislature would need to be involved in any changes to 

examination or training requirements.  
• Ms. Campbell explained the  impacts to program budgets.  
• Ms. Emerick shared her perspective on additional external factors that  impact 

program funding. 
• Mr. Su commented in favor of the board structure and shared concern over the 

fee increase for practitioners and additional time commitment for board 
members.  

• The committee discussed how establishing a board may affect the public.  
• K. Mitchell commented in favor of establishing a board for licensed 

acupuncturists like other states.  
• The committee discussed scheduling a special meeting to discuss this topic 

further.  
 
7. NATIONAL CERTIFICATION BOARD FOR ACUPUNCTURE AND HERBAL MEDICINE 

(NCBAHM) MONTLHY UPDATES – Kristine McGinley, L.Ac. 
 

• Ms. McGinley shared information from the recent National Certification Board 
for Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine (NCBAHM) meetings. 

• The January 28, 2026 NCBAHM town hall meeting topic was federal advocacy 
strategy which included information on the Veterans Affairs (VA) scheduling 
system and H.R.1667 Acupuncture for Our Seniors Act of 2025.  
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• The March 18, 2026 NCBAHM town hall meeting provided information on 
federal education policy changes and its impact on acupuncture and herbal 
medicine professions.   

• Ms. McGinley shared ASA’s concerns over the increased limitations to federal 
student aid for acupuncture students.  

• Ms. Groebner shared details of the proposed U.S. Department of Education rule 
changes and the possible outcomes to acupuncturist and naturopathic 
professions.  

• The March 26, 2026 NCBAHM town hall meeting reviewed NCBAHM diplomate 
recertification requirements.  

• The NCBAHM town hall meeting presentation slides and recordings are 
available for review on the NCBAHM website.  
 

8. AEMP SCOPE OF PRACTICE – The committee reviewed the needle removal FAQ. The 
committee voted to approve.  
 

• Ms. Barcena shared the revisions to the needle removal FAQ in response to the 
feedback received during the January 26, 2026  meeting.  

• Ms. vanHaagen shared concern with the FAQ language conflicting with WAC 
246-803-420 regarding continuing education provided by individuals or study 
groups. 

• The committee discussed situations where students might attend continuing 
education courses for licensed professionals that include needle removal.  

• Ms. Sanchez suggested including “per RCW 18.06.045” in the FAQ. 
• The committee discussed students practicing needle removal outside of  an 

academic program.  
• Ms. Sanchez recommended including “observation or preceptorship in the 

course of an acupuncture and Eastern medicine education program” to the 
FAQ regarding clean needle technique courses.  

• A motion was made to approve the amended FAQ for the department website.  
•   The motion was seconded, and approved unanimously. 

  
9. CORRESPONDENCE LETTER – Susan Shultz  

 
• Ms. Shultz shared a letter she submitted to the committee regarding 

acupuncturists’ ability to purchase items within their scope of practice in 
Washington. 

• Ms. Shultz explained the prescriptive authority limit on acupuncturists 
purchasing products through distributors and pharmacies.  

• The committee discussed alternative sources and the outcomes of tariffs on 
international purchases. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-803-420
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-803-420
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.06.045
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• Ms. Shultz explained that a pharmaceutical company has applied for an 
outsourcing license and has not received a response from the department.  

• The committee discussed legislature change would be needed to give 
acupuncturists limited prescriptive ability.    

• Ms. Sanchez suggested program staff review and consult with the pharmacy 
commission internally.  

• The department staff will inform the committee of any updates.  
 
10. BUSINESS PLAN – The committee reviewed the 2026-2027 Business Plan. The 

committee voted to approve amendments.  
 
10.1 American Society of Acupuncture (ASA) national conference – The committee 

voted on member attendance.  
 

• Ms. McGinley shared a description of the American Society of Acupuncture 
(ASA) national conference. 

• Ms. Solomon commented on the importance of being informed of national 
standards and changes.  

• A motion was made to approve committee attendance at the 2027 ASA 
conference.  

•   The motion was seconded, and approved unanimously. 
 

10.2 Outreach Update - Adriana Barcena  
 

• Ms. Barcena shared the efforts to increase committee presence and public 
engagement in accordance with the business plan.  

• Ms. Barcena attended and presented at the Washington Acupuncture and 
Eastern Medicine Association (WAEMA) annual conference on May 3, 2026.  

• Ms. Barcena is scheduled to speak with students at local acupuncture schools 
to share the department’s roles and responsibilities, application advice, 
practitioner responsibilities, and provide committee information.  

 
11.   RULES UPDATE – The committee was provided an update on WSR-25-04-007. 

Adriana Barcena, Program Manager 
 

• Ms. Barcena shared the CR102 regarding the acceptance of the Occupational 
English Test, is in the final stages of internal review and processing.  

• The rules hearing is expected to be scheduled in the next few weeks.  
 

12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND PLANNING FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

• Rules update 
• Disciplinary Report 
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• Budget Report 
• HELMS update on PT-IM needling/Credentialing Report 
• ASA attendance 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT 

 
• The business meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m. on Monday, May 18, 2026.   
• The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 31, 2026.  

 
Updated meeting information will be posted to the Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine 
practitioner webpage. 


