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Veterinary Board of Governors
Regular Meeting Minutes

June 5, 2026

Location: Department of Health, TC2, Room 153
111 Isreal Road SE, Tumwater, WA 98501 and Microsoft Teams

Board Members Present: Maci Paden, DVM, Vice-Chair
Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, DVM,
Aja Senestraro, DVM
Kathryn Haigh, DVM
Kim Morgan, LVT

Board Members Absent: Katherine Bibi, DVM, Chair
Rebecca Knoke, General Member

Staff Members’ Present: Amber Freeberg, Executive Director
Poppy Budrow, Program Manager
Katie Graue, Administrative Assistant
Tara Mackemull, Program Support
Megan Maxey. Policy Analyst
Laura Riordan, Credentialing Supervisor
Lydia Koroma, Staff Attorney
Roseann Fitzpatrick, AAG
Rachel Campbell, Budget Staff
Jeff Orwig, Budget Analyst

Other Attendees resent: Ken Gordon, WSVMA
Ashley Byrne, LVT, WSAVT Amanda Gao
Madelyn Baker Becky Kucera
Marina Scott Zachary Turner
David Cordray Dr. Nobrega
Amber Itle Craig Meredith
Sawyer Lake, VH Stuart Earley
Kristina Modjeski Martha Norbrega
Katie Hadley Lori Lutskas
Katilin Wilbur Scott Young
Adam Karp Vera Hanlen

Notice of this meeting was published on the Veterinarian | Washington State Department of Health
profession website and was sent out through the GovDelivery listserv.



https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/veterinarian

Opening of Public Meeting, Call to Order, Mission, and Board Roll Call - Maci Paden, DVM, Vice-Chair
Call to Order at 9:03 am
1. Consent Agenda — Maci Paden, DVM, Vice-Chair

1.1. Agenda approved with amendment to add correspondence in point 13. .Motion to approve June 5,
2026, amended agenda seconded and approved unanimously.

1.2. Approval of February 27, 2026, draft business meeting minutes, motion made to approve draft
minutes, seconded and approved unanimously.

2. Reports

2.1. Dr. Maci Paden, DVM, Vice-Chair — Dr. Paden had nothing to report at this time.

2.2. Amber Freeberg, Executive Director — Ms. Freeberg gave an update on HELMS 3.0, which was the last
and final release to get the program up and running.

2.3. Poppy Budrow, Program Manager — Ms. Budrow updated the board regarding vet med clerks and vet
specialists, a new DOH process to approve data sharing agreements which may make it possible to
utilize additional AAVSB services, the Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission has opened rulemaking
on euthanasia training programs and Ms. Budrow reminded board that fiscal year end is coming up
and asked that they turned in all time and travel.

2.4. Roseann Fitzpatrick, AAG — Ms. Fitzpatrick introduced herself to the Board and public present. She
gave a brief update on ongoing litigation regarding the teeth floating and is in front of the court of
appeals. The second update was given regarding the NAVTA decision regarding the veterinary
technician apprenticeship programs. Additional information can be found on the court of appeals
website.

3. Open Forum (Limit to 10 minutes)

Ken Gordon, WSVMA — Mr. Gordon updated the board regarding the progress WSVMA is making with their
task force to recognize highly skilled LVTs. WSVMA will have a report to share soon. WSVMA is trying to be
proactive regarding the legislation recently passed in Colorado that may be introduced across the nation.
He also updated the board regarding WSVMAs efforts to encourage the PQAC to change the accessible
labeling rules to be less burdensome on practitioners.

4. Veterinary Internship Research Subcommittee

This subcommittee was developed in response to a petition for Mr. Rybka representing Fountain Veterinary

Hospital for a post-DVM, pre-NAVLE internship.

CR-101 has not been yet filed.

Subcommittee Members: Dr. Bibi; Dr. Haigh; Dr. Paden

4.1. Dr. Paden opened the floor for Public Comment. No public comment was given.

4.2. Dr.Paden gave a subcommittee update. Ms. Paden stated that the Board may recognize internship
programs that a veterinary student pursues during active enrollment in a veterinary school. Post-
graduate internship programs where participants hold a WA State veterinary license do not require
Board approval. Although the Board understands that there may one day be a need for a post-
graduate internship program where participants have not passed the NAVLE, this is not an avenue that
we feel is necessary to create at this time.

When the subcommittee reviewed the interpretive statement, more revisions needed to be made.
Ms. Budrow is working on revisions and will have a new document soon.
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4.3. The subcommittee’s next meeting is June 23, 2026, and additional updates will be given at the
September 2026 meeting.

5. Professional Fee Review — Interested Parties
Budget staff will review the Veterinary fund balance and scenarios to adjust fees appropriately. The CR-101
was filed under WSR 26-08-008 on March 19, 2026, to consider updates to WACs 246-933-590, 246-933-990,
246-935-990, and 246-937-990250, 246-935-070
5.1. Open for Public Comment — No Public Comment was given.
5.2. Budget staff gave an update — Rachel Campbell presented the Board with a PowerPoint regarding an

official report for the HSQA fees and data available.

5.3. The Board gave input regarding the information from Ms. Campbell.

6. Animal Healthcare Tasks — Dental Extractions
The purpose of this rulemaking was to update the Animal Healthcare Tasks WAC 246-935-040, 050, 010, and
WAC 246-937-010. The CR-103 was filed on March 6, 2026, and went into effect on April 6, 2026.
Link to rules in progress: Rules in Progress | Washington State Department of Health
Subcommittee Members: Dr. Katherine Bibi, Dr. Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, Ms. Kim Morgan, LVT
6.1. The Board Opened the floor for public comment.

Anonymous LVT wanted to let the board know they are skilled in dental extraction, and unhappy about
the Boards decision. They suggested “grandfathering in” existing techs with adequate skills.

Katie Hadley — Ms. Hadley stated they are proud of their accomplishment doing dentals, it is scary to
have veterinarians doing them because veterinarians don’t have the practice or hands on skills and this
will lead to reduced access to care, longer wait times, and higher costs. Agreed with Anonymous LVT
that grandfathering is a good idea.

Ashley Byrne with WSAVT - Ms. Byrne wanted to let everyone know that this rule was made with the
support of the AVDC and the ADVC with the position that oral surgeons should do the surgery. She also
reminded the group that there is no meaningful path for LVTs to be trained or certified without the
support of certified dentists. There is liability for the techs who are doing these procedures. There are
clinics where DVMs do the dentals and clinics operate well. There are practices where DVMs do the
dentals, the practice operates well, and with some transition it is worth the effort

Dr. Nobrega — Dr. Nobrega asked the question “what is the problem you are trying to solve?”. Dr.
Nobrega wanted to know why this happened. Is this rule to benefit the dental specialists who just want
more cases?

Amanda, LVT, has been practicing for over 15 years and training multiple people in dental extractions.
She feels that we are moving in the opposite direction of what needed to happen.

Dr. Dave Quadry with Pinehurst Veterinary — Dr. Quadry expressed that he was here to advocate for
LVTs to do dental extractions. Stated that DVMs are slower at dentals and LVTs should continue doing
them. Said that the system was working, so why change it.

Ken Gordon, WSVMA — Mr. Gordon received significant feedback regarding this decision. Some
comments are opposed, some support the change, and some want time to get up to date. While this
change was widely advertised, people did not understand the real-world impact. Some people have
stated the new WAC is ambiguous. The question is: if a DVM cracks a tooth, now it’s a single root
extraction, so can an LVT extract that? WSVMA asks that VBOG use enforcement discretion not to
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enforce this for the next year, do some research, and get more feedback for options such as
grandfathering LVTs and find training for DVMs.

Jeffery, LVT with the Humane Society of SW Washington. Stated he has many years of experience and
said this change is “detrimental” to the profession. The Humane Society is trying to adopt out animals to
people who can’t afford the extractions. Having the DVM perform the extractions takes away from the
spay/neuter capacity at the Humane Society.

6.2. The Board discussed dental extractions.
6.3. Ms. Budrow gave the board the following options:
i) Open a CR-101 to change the rule.
ii) Write an interpretive statement to delay enforcement, which will give the DVMs time to get trained.
This will allow LVTs to continue with extractions for a time, maybe 6 months.
iii) Do nothing, the rule is complete.

All Members of the Board gave a couple thoughts regarding dental extractions. Board members talked
about the reasons the rule was updated to clarify that extractions are surgery and only DVMs perform
surgery, multiple board members work/have worked where DVMs perform extractions,
There was a motion to table the discussion until the September 2026 meeting, the motion was
seconded and approved unanimously.

6.4. The Board discussed next-step options.

6.5. The Board reviewed written comments and letter received in packet regarding dental extractions.

7. Rules Update — Veterinary Telemedicine (VCPR)

The CR-101 to re-open VCPR rules was filed on October 21, 2025, under WSR 25-21-129 to update and clarify

VCPR rules. WAC 246-933-010 and 246-933-200 are open.

Subcommittee Members: Dr. Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, Dr. Aja Senestraro, Dr. Katherine Bibi

7.1. Program Manager update from Ms. Budrow informed the Board know this subcommittee has not met
since the last meeting due to legislative session. Ms. Budrow stated that to implement HB 2247 the
board will need to dissolve the subcommittee and withdrawal the current CR-101 and create a new
subcommittee.

7.2. The Board made a motion to dissolve the VCPR subcommittee and withdrawal the CR-101, the motion
was seconded and approved unanimously.

8. HB 2247 — Veterinarian-Patient-Client Relationship

During the 2026 legislative session, ESHB 2247 passed, which allows virtual establishment of VCPR in limited

circumstances.

Link to Bill: 2247-S.SL.pdf

Link to Fiscal Note: Fiscal Note Package 77196

8.1. Open for Public Comment.
Ken Gordon, WSVMA — Mr. Gordon gave comment regarding WSVMA’s opinion on the matter and
stated he looks forward to working together.

8.2. Program staff will give an update: Ms. Poppy Budrow gave an update about HB 2247.

8.3. The Board motioned to create a subcommittee, was seconded and approved unanimously. The
subcommittee will consist of: Dr. Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, Dr. Aja Senestraro, Dr. Maci Paden.

8.4. There was a motion to open the CR-101 to implement HB 2247, the motion was seconded and
approved.

8.5. The subcommittee scheduled the first couple subcommittee meeting for:
June 30, 2026, at 9:00 am
July 22, 2026, at 3:00 pm
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9.

10.

11.

August 6, 2026, at 10:30 am

August 21, 2026, at 7:00 am

September 1, 2026, at 5:30 pm

September 11, 2026, at 9:00 am — Board Meeting, more meetings will be scheduled at that time.

Rules Workshop - Eligibility for Examination as Veterinary Technician WAC 246-935-060(4)

The CR-101 to open LVT Eligibility for Examination rules was filed on October 17, 2025, under WSR 25-21-093.
This rulemaking is in response to petitions from WSVMA and WSVTA to close the “Wisconsin Loophole” in
WAC 246-935-060(4). The Board will discuss proposed language.

9.1. Open for Public Comment.

Ashley Byrne, WSAVT - Ms. Byrne thanked the board for consideration and looks forward to what the
board has done with the wording and to have appropriate licensing standards in WA State.

Ken Gordon, WSVMA — Mr. Gordon seconds Ashley’s comments and thanks for the board and is in
support of the packet.

9.2. Program staff will give an update: Ms. Poppy Budrow. Ms. Budrow stated that at the last board
meeting she presented a new WAC section that has been approved by the Rules team to address this
rulemaking. It was decided to have a legal review of the WAC. With the legal review, it was
determined that the cleanest path forward is to go back to the original language that keeps everything
in one WAC, and states that the experience must be as a credentialed vet tech. The Rules team agrees
with the legal review. The language was presented and in the board packet.

9.3. The Board reviewed and voted on proposed language.

There was a motion to file the CR-102 to adopt the new wording, the motion was seconded and
approved unanimously.

Discipline Process Research Subcommittee

This subcommittee has been tasked with researching the discipline process, how complaints are assessed,

how the board can be more transparent to the public and licenses, and making recommendations to

streamline and clarify where possible.

Subcommittee Members: Dr. Katherine Bibi, Dr. Kathryn Haigh, and Ms. Becky Knoke

10.1. Open for Public Comment. — No public comment was received.

10.2. Dr. Haigh gave an update from the subcommittee.

10.3. The Board reviewed progress made on the Board Review document. The board will begin using this
form for disciplinary case reviews.

1705 Large Animal Veterinarian Recruitment Workgroup

WSU has created a workgroup to research how to train, retain, and attract large animal veterinarians.

Board Representative: Dr. Maci Paden, Alternate: Dr. Kathryn Haigh

11.1. Report on Meeting: Ms. Poppy Budrow gave an update from the workgroup. Ms. Budrow stated that
the workgroup was created in response to a bill that was passed in 2025, and the purpose is to write
a report and make recommendations to legislature of what can be done to increase large animal
veterinarians in Washington state. The group identified four main areas of problem and has made
recommendations for each area.

Ms. Budrow included in the packet a draft outlining the four main problem areas and potential
solutions to increase large animal veterinarians and stated the report will be ready for legislature
soon. Ms. Budrow sent a draft summary to the board.
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12. FAQ Update — Humane Society FAQ Subcommittee

The purpose of this subcommittee is to write an FAQ regarding Humane Societies and guidelines.

Subcommittee Members: Ms. Kim Morgan, LVT, Dr. Maci Paden, Dr. Aja Senestraro

12.1. Open for public comments. — Mr. Ken Gordon, WSVMA, asked the subcommittee for clarification on
the ownership of animals.

12.2. Ms. Kim morgan gave the subcommittee report.

12.3. There was a motion to approve the Humane Society FAQ Document, this was seconded and
approved unanimously.

There was a motion to dissolve the subcommittee for Humane Societies, Motion was seconded and
approved unanimously.

The FAQs will be posted to the veterinary website.

13. Correspondence
Any letters the Board has received and have not been addressed above will be reviewed. The Board may
respond to correspondence.
13.1. Public Disclosure Request — WSVMA
Ms. Budrow received a public disclosure request from WSVMA. There was a motion to approve the
application for public disclosure for the WSVMA based on RCW 42.56.070(8) because WSVMA is a
professional organization, the motion was seconded and approved unanimously.
13.2. Additional letters received
13.2.1. WPHP Statistics — No comments were given.
13.2.2. WSVMA Letter to VBOG regarding VCPR. This letter was sent to the subcommittee for further
discussion.
13.2.3. Petition for declaratory order from Adam Karp

Ms. Fitzpatrick, AAG, explained the laws and procedures for the petition for the declaratory order.
The Board opened the floor to public comment.

Adam Karp — Mr. Karp noted he did not comply with the WAC format that is required for this request.
He will draft a new request and submit it for the next board meeting.

Stuart Earley, Executive Director at Homeward Pet Adoption — Mr. Earley stated that he didn’t
understand the dispute or needs clarification for the definitions for low incomes in the provisions.

Ken Gordon, WSVMA — Mr. Gordon stated that they take client owned animals to provide services
and stated that they may not be low-income clients.

The board requested that Mr. Karp send in a formal request and this be tabled until those requirements are
met. There was a motion to decline the letter as is, the motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

14. Conferences and Presentations
Reminders for recent and upcoming travel:
14.1. AAVSB ED Summit: April 22-23, 2026
Attended: Ms. Budrow
Ms. Budrow gave an overview and report on the AAVSB ED Summit. Ms. Budrow stated it was
educational and a great networking opportunity.
14.2. AAVSB Board Basics and Beyond: April 24-25, 2026
Attended: Dr. Sanchez-Chambers
Veterinary Board of Governors
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Dr. Sanchez-Chambers gave an overview and report of the AAVSB Board Basic and Beyond
conference. Dr. Sanchez-Chambers echoed Ms. Budrow with the educational and great
networking aspect. Dr. Sanchez-Chambers stated AAVSB is looking for feedback and asked the
Board members to be on the lookout and provide feedback if possible.

14.3. PNW Veterinary Conference, Tacoma, Washington: September 26-27, 2026
Attending: Dr. Andrea Sanchez-Chambers, Ms. Becky Knoke
Dr. Paden reminded everyone attending that the subcommittee created a flier and banner for
the conference and are also working on a table activity.

14.4. AAVSB Annual Meeting, Providence, Rhode Island: September 23-26, 2026

Attending: Dr. Bibi (Delegate)
Dr. Paden (AAVSB committee)

Dr. Senestraro (AAVSB committee)
Ms. Budrow (PM; AAVSB committee)

15. Reminders: Meeting Dates for 2026 & 2027

Dates have been filed with the code revisor and are posted on the Veterinary Board Website.

15.1. September 11, 2026
15.2. December 18, 2026
15.3. March 12, 2027
15.4. June 4, 2027

15.5. September 10, 2027
15.6. December 17, 2027

16. Agenda Development

The board reviewed and identified agenda items for the September 11, 2026, business meeting. All current
business for this current meeting will roll over onto the next agenda along with any new business brought

forth.

Open Session Meeting Adjournment at 12:10 pm.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made, motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

Submitted by:
Poppy Budrow, Program Manager
Veterinary Board of Governors

On file

Approved by:
Dr. Maci Paden, Vice-Chair
Veterinary Board of Governors

On file

SIGNATURE

SIGNATURE

DATE
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