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OPEN SESSION 
OPEN SESSION – 10:04 a.m. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER – Bryan Swanson, DDS, Chair  

1.1. Introduction of commission members and staff. 
• Ms. Gardner introduced commission members and staff.  

1.2. Public Comment.  
• Dr. Swanson opened the floor for public comment. 



• Trish Flaig, Director of Regulatory and Compliance Strategy with the Washington 
State Dental Association (WSDA), asked for clarification on the Commission's 
bylaws regarding standing committee chairs, expressing concern that a 
secretary-appointed pro tem member was serving as the Continuing 
Competency Committee Chair and overseeing rulemaking on WAC 246-817-160.  

• Ms. Flaig shared two requests from WSDA: (1) the bylaws review affirms that the 
standing committee chair be drawn from the Commission’s regularly appointed 
members, and (2) that the Commission Chair reassign the Continuing 
Competency Committee Chair and the stewardship of the rulemaking to a 
governor-appointed commission member.  

1.3. Approval of agenda. 
• Dr. Swanson requested amending the agenda to include the addition of Item 5.3 

– The Commission may vote to approve interim guidance for minors seeking 
dental assistant registration during the rulemaking process for WAC 246-817-
190. 

• A motion was made to approve the amended agenda.   
• The motion was moved and seconded. 
• A vote was taken and unanimously passed. 

1.4. Approval of April 24, 2026, business meeting minutes. 
• A motion was made to approve the April 24, 2026, business meeting minutes.  
• The motion was moved and seconded.  
• A vote was taken and unanimously passed.  

 
2. WASHINGTON PHYSICIANS HEALTH PROGRAM (WPHP) ANNUAL REPORT – Chris 

Bundy, MD, MPH, Executive Medical Director 
2.1. Dr. Bundy will present to the Commission. 

• Dr. Bundy presented WPHP’s 2025 Annual Report to the Commission and 
answered questions from commissioners and attendees. 

 
3. AMERICAN BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS (ADEX) – Stephen Prisby, Regulatory and 

Educational Affairs Director 
3.1. Mr. Prisby will present to the Commission about the licensing agreement between 

ADEX and the American Dental Association (ADA).  
• Mr. Prisby presented to the Commission about the licensing agreement between 

ADEX and the ADA and answered questions from attendees. 
 

4. RULES UPDATE 
4.1. Chapter 246-817 WAC, Dentist and dental hygienist compact.  

• Ms. Gardner shared that a CR-101 was filed with the Code Reviser as WSR 24-
21-097 on October 17, 2024. 

4.2. WAC 246-817-135, Dental licensure without examination – Eligibility and 
application requirements. 



• Ms. Gardner shared that the CR-103 package is under internal review and the 
rule will become effective 31 days after it is filed with the Code Reviser. 

4.3. WAC 246-817-160, Graduates of nonaccredited schools. 
• Ms. Gardner shared that the CR-101 rule package is under internal review, and 

interested parties will be notified once it is filed with the Code Reviser. 
4.4. WAC 246-817-120, Examination content. 

• Ms. Gardner shared that the comment period for this rule ended on June 1, 
2026; no comments were received. 

• The CR-103 package is under internal review, and the rule will become effective 
31 days after it is filed with the Code Reviser. 

4.5. WAC 246-817-990, Dentist fees and renewal cycle. 
• Ms. Gardner shared that a CR-102 is under internal review, and interested 

parties will be notified once it is filed with the Code Reviser. 
4.6. Chapter 246-12 WAC, Administrative procedures and requirements for 

credentialed health care providers. 
• Ms. Gardner shared that a CR-103 was filed with the Code Reviser as WSR 26-

11-023 filed on May 14, 2026. 
• A notification was sent to interested parties on May 26, 2026; the rules are 

effective June 14, 2026. 
 4.7. Chapter 246-819 WAC, Dental therapists. 

• Mr. Bronoske Jr. shared that a CR-101 was filed with the Code Reviser as WSR 
26-05-023 on February 10, 2026, and rulemaking will begin soon. 

4.8. Chapter 246-814 WAC, Access to dental care for children. 
• Mr. Bronoske Jr. shared that a CR-103 was filed with the Code Reviser as WSR 

26-10-025 on April 29, 2026; the rules are effective May 30, 2026. 
 

5. DENTAL ASSISTANT REGISTRATION 
5.1. The Commission will receive an update about the Department of Labor and 

Industries rulemaking for minors. 
• Ms. Carter provided an overview the Department of Labor and Industries (L&I) 

rule about minors working in occupations where there is a risk of exposure to 
bloodborne pathogens and how L&I’s recent rulemaking will impact the 
Commission’s current dental assistant registration rule for 16- and 17-year-olds 
who are students in a bona fide health care career training or vocational 
education program or have successfully completed such a program.  

• Ms. Carter recommended that the Commission open rulemaking for WAC 246-
817-190 to align with L&I’s newly numbered rule and to define what dental 
assisting programs the Commission will consider as bona fide programs.  

• Ms. Carter suggested providing interim guidance to recognize L&I’s newly 
numbered rule in place of L&I’s current rule cited in WAC 246-817-190 and to 
consider referencing RCW 18.260.110 (3) to define bona fide programs during 
the rulemaking process.  



• Ms. Flaig, WSDA, shared that WSDA supports Ms. Carter’s recommendations 
and the processing of dental assistant applications according to L&I’s updated 
rules during the rulemaking process.  

• The Commission and Ms. Carter discussed potential interim guidance and 
defining bona fide programs.  

• Ms. Carter noted that the Commission does not approve dental assistant 
programs because there are no current requirements to complete a program to 
obtain a dental assistant credential.  

5.2. The Commission may vote to approve rulemaking for WAC 246-817-190, Dental 
assistant registration. 
• A motion was made to approve rulemaking for WAC 246-817-190. 
• The motion was moved and seconded.  
• A vote was taken and unanimously passed.  

5.3. The Commission may vote to approve interim guidance for minors seeking dental 
assistant registration during the rulemaking process for WAC 246-817-190. 
• A motion was made to approve interim guidance to define bona fide and to align 

with L&I’s recent rule changes. 
• The motion was moved and seconded.  
• A vote was taken and unanimously passed.  
• The Commission will review the interim guidance document at the next business 

meeting.  
• Ms. Gardner asked for clarification on processing dental assistant registration 

applications for minors who are in or have completed a bona fide health care 
career training or vocational education program. 

• A motion was made to accept applications after July 1, 2026. 
• The motion was moved and seconded. 
• A vote was taken and unanimously passed. 

 
6. DENTAL ANESTHESIA COMMITTEE – Committee meeting held on May 4, 2026 – Bryan 

Swanson, DDS, Chair 
• Dr. Swanson shared that the committee discussed anesthesia safety in 

Washington State. 
• Ms. Flaig, WSDA, thanked the Commission and committee members for their 

time and attention to this important topic.  
6.1. The Commission may discuss requirements for sedation training programs. 

• Dr. Yu discussed the importance of patient selection and delivering safe 
anesthesia and recommended that the Commission consider approving 
sedation training programs on an individual basis.  

• Kelli Camp, President of the Washington Association of Nurse Anesthesiology 
(WANA), expressed how deeply committed certified registered nurse 
anesthetists (CRNAs) are to patient safety and discussed concerns about 
potentially modeling regulation after other states. 



• Ms. Camp noted that patient safety should be driven by data, evidence, and root 
cause analysis, emphasizing the importance of using evidence-based data to 
inform the regulatory framework for patient safety.  

• James Prince, Chief CRNA of Elite Anesthesia in Washington State, shared that 
he is opposed to regulations that would mirror other states’ dental anesthesia 
regulations and additional permitting restrictions for specialty-trained 
anesthesia providers. 

• Dr. Swanson thanked Ms. Camp and Mr. Prince for their comments and 
encouraged attendance at the Dental Anesthesia Committee meetings.  

 
7. INDEPENDENT COMMISSION COMMITTEE – Committee meeting held on May 11, 

2026 – Rama Oskouian, DMD, Chair 
• Dr. Swanson, on behalf of Dr. Oskouian, shared that the committee discussed 

the Commission’s joint operating agreement (JOA) and its relationship with the 
Department of Health. 

7.1. Dr. Swanson may provide an update on his meeting with Kristopher Holiday, Office 
Director for the Office of Health Professions. 
• Dr. Swanson shared highlights of his meeting with Mr. Holiday regarding the JOA, 

business plan, bylaws, and common goals.  
 
8. DENTIST AND DENTAL HYGIENIST COMPACT (DDH COMPACT) – DDH Compact 

Commission Meeting held on May 18, 2026 – Catharine Roner-Reiter, Supervising Staff 
Attorney 

• Ms. Roner-Reiter provided an overview of the DDH Compact Commission 
meeting and noted that Oklahoma enacted legislation to join the compact.  

8.1. The Commission may discuss the DDH Compact rule on clinical assessment. 
• Ms. Roner-Reiter shared that the clinical assessment rule was approved to move 

forward for a rules hearing on June 26, 2026, and encouraged attendance or 
public comment.  

 
9. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH – Kimberly Sanchez, Executive Director  

9.1. Ms. Sanchez may present to the Commission about the structure of the 
Department of Health and Dental Commission. 
• Ms. Sanchez provided the Commission with a presentation about the structure 

of the Department of Health and Dental Commission. 
9.2. Ms. Sanchez may provide an update about the Commission’s name change. 

• This item was not discussed.  
 

10. 2025-2027 BUSINESS PLAN 
10.1. The Commission may review the 2025 – 2027 business plan. 

•  The Commission did not review the 2025-2027 business plan.  
10.2. Ms. Sanchez may discuss a potential review process of the 2025-2027 business 

plan. 



• Ms. Sanchez presented the Commission with a proposed timeline to 
individually review the main goals of the 2025-2027 business plan over the next 
four business meetings.  

• The Commission agreed to the proposed timeline. 
 

11. WASHINGTON DENTAL COMMISSION BYLAWS 
11.1. Ms. Sanchez may discuss a potential review process of the current bylaws. 

• Ms. Sanchez proposed reviewing the Commission’s bylaws in depth, similarly to 
how the bylaws will be reviewed. 

• Dr. Swanson asked Ms. Sanchez to bring a timeline proposal to the next 
business meeting. 

 
12. ELECTIONS 

12.1. The Commission will elect the 2026-2027 Chair and Vice Chair. 
• Dr. Swanson asked if any commissioners were interested in the Chair position.  
• A motion was made to nominate Dr. Swanson to continue as Chair.  
• The motion was moved and seconded.  
• A vote was taken and passed unanimously.  
• Dr. Swanson asked if any commissioners would like to be removed from the 

Vice Chair ballot. 
• Ms. Fulton, Ms. Nossa, Mr. Rainey, and Dr. Khan requested to be removed from 

the ballot.  
• A motion was made to nominate Ms. Spice to continue as Vice Chair.  
• The motion was moved and seconded.  
• A vote was taken and passed unanimously. 

 
13. OTHER 

13.1. Commission meeting dates for 2027. 
• Dr. Swanson and the Commission discussed whether to hold three in-person 

meetings each year or to hold two in-person meetings that align with the April 
and October retreats. 

• A motion was made to hold two in-person meetings in 2027, in April and 
October, and to hold the April meeting in Eastern Washington if travel is 
approved, preferably in Yakima.   

• The motion was moved and seconded.  
• A vote was taken and passed unanimously. 

 
14. REGIONAL/NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

14.1. American Association of Dental Administrators (AADA) – Midyear Meeting held on 
May 5, 2026 – Debbie Gardner, Program Manager 
• Ms. Gardner provided an overview of the AADA Midyear Meeting. 



14.2. Central Regional Dental Testing Service (CRDTS) – Annual Meeting, August 28-29, 
2026, Omaha, NE 
• A motion was made to approve sending Dr. Chandra, the Commission’s 

representative for CRDTS, and a staff member to the CRDTS Annual Meeting. 
• The motion was moved and seconded.  
• A vote was taken and passed unanimously. 
• Richael Cobler, CRDTS, reiterated that all commission members are invited to 

attend the CRDTS Annual Meeting and to become examiners.  
 

15. PROGRAM UPDATE 
15.1. Staffing update. 

• Ms. Sanchez shared that Lady Bah’s role as Assistant Program Manager will 
end on June 30, 2026, and Sherri Stratton will return to that role on July 1, 2026.  

• Ms. Sanchez thanked Ms. Bah for her work with the Commission.  
 

16. FUTURE BUSINESS 
• Dr. Swanson will review the bylaws regarding Ms. Flaig’s public comment.  

 
17. ADJOURN 

• The meeting was adjourned at 12:43 p.m.  
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