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DWINSA AND ANTICIPATED

Vaf HEALTH NEEDS

June 1, 2026, DWAG Meeting




What is DWINSA?¢

The Drinking Water Infrastructure Needs Survey and
Assessment (DWINSA)

Mandated by the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) as part of
the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF)

Section 1452(h): performed every four years
20-year timeframe

Section 1452(a)(1)(D)(i): allotment formula informed by
the most recent needs survey

Minimum 1% allotment per state
Reallotment process for un-obligated grants (Section 1452

(a)(1)(E))
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Why is DWINSA important?

Allotment formula informed by the most recent needs
survey

WA current allotment is 2.29% of overall congressional
appropriation for the DWSRF nationwide

Previous allotments have ranged from 2.23% to 2.55%

Needs Assessment—Drinking Water | Washington State
Department of Health

Set Asides (31% of base capitalization grant)

Fund program administration, technical assistance,

capacity development, source water protection, local
assistance, etc.

Provides for the achievement of the DWSRF statutory
purposed

To further health protection objectives and promote the efficient

use of fund resources in collaboration with the state primacy
agency
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What is the scope of DWINSAZ?

O To determine the 20-year infrastructure needs by state and
territory:
o Acceptable projects must be DWSRF eligible

o Projects are reviewed for feasibility, necessity and
commitment

o Documentation validates the reported need

o AWIA mandated that the DWINSA address and estimate the
cost to replace lead service lines (Inventories)

o Supplemental questions address barriers towards
implementing capital improvement projects

**requires significant outreach and coordination with systems to
review previous surveys or preview new surveys
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How does DWINSA work?e

EPA develops and distributes survey documentation and
supplemental questions

States review surveys for systems to ensure:
Sufficient documentation
Project eligibility
Supplemental information provided

States work with systems to complete surveys and verify
that system submitted information is true and correct, for

example:
System population and water source
Project responses and coding

**requires significant outreach and coordination with systems to
review previous surveys or preview new surveys
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What systems are surveyede

All systems with a population over 100,000

Statistical sample of systems with a population between 3,301
and 100,000

7t DWINSA (2021) included all 12 large utilities with a
population over 100,000 and a statistical sampling of 44
medium-sized utilities (3,300 to 100,000 population).

We anficipate 2-4 additional large systems for the 8™ DWINSA.

EPA samples small systems with less than 3,300 population (32
in 2021)

Needs-2020-Systems.pdf
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State Roles and Responsibilities

« Review the survey instruments
«  Confirm sufficient documentation
- Eligible projects and coding
«  Supplemental questions

- Reliably report and verify submitted information
« Validate system population and water source
 Review Responses

«  Clarify for EPA during review and modification
process
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Goal / Strategy

Efficiently document every allowable infrastructure cost

Streamline inventory verification - build on the work we
did last time

Leverage local staff knowledge / relationships as
primary utility contact

o Supplement with ETS & SRF resources when needed
Centralize coding of forms (ETS & SRF)
Skip water main CIP projects unless >>10%
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DWINSA Process

Survey and Assessment Data Flow

Step 1: Step 2: Step 3: Step 4:
EPA Emails Survey Package to States Send Survey Package to Water System Completes or Water System Returns Survey
States Water Systems Updates Survey and Documentation to State

Step 7: Step 6: Step 5:
State Checks Data and Provides EPA Analyzes Survey Responses State Reviews Surveys and

Modifications as Needed Documentation and Provides
them to EPA
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2026 DWINSA Challenges

What of Lead?

How to address emerging contaminants?
Truncated Timeframes

New EPA data submittal frameworks
Staff inexperience
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2026 DWINSA Current Timeframe (per EPA)

State Coordinators Meeting: June 17

Information Collection Request
Development: Now
Public Comment Period: Now®e
OMB Review: Now?¢

Potential State Frame Validation: July? (state-validation of their
systems for population served and water source)

Surveys Provided: July?

Data Collection: July — January 2027
Data collection submitted 6 months after launch

Modification Period: February - April 2027
Dara finalized 3 months after data collection

EPA Report and Draft Allotments: 20277
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ODW Approach

ODW Points of Contact
Chris P — State DWINSA Coordinator
Jocelyne G, Scott T, Scoftt K, Nicole/John F — core coordination

Additional representatives from ETS, Planning and Engineering
Teams (all hands on deck)

Update and Distribute Planners and Engineers Needs Survey
Guide

Messaging and Outreach

Transmit Previous Surveys to Large Systems (June)
Establish Point of Contact and Initial Visit

Transmit Surveys to Systems and Schedule Meetings (?77)
Follow Up (additional information and clarifications)
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Discussion and Questionse

Chris.pettit@doh.wa.gov
DWSRF Program Manager
564-233-1408



mailto:Chris.pettit@doh.wa.gov
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