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Inmar will stop operating a Safe Medication Return program 
June 30, 2026 
Inmar is voluntarily withdrawing as a Safe Medication Return operator. They will not manage Safe 
Medication Return kiosks or provide Safe Medication Return mailers after June 30, 2026. 

Inmar Safe Medication Return kiosk1 locations can 

1. Continue to participate in Safe Medication Return, Washington’s state-regulated household
drug take-back system where all costs are paid by drug manufacturers.

2. Continue collecting unwanted/unneeded drugs by participating in Inmar’s private program.
Federal regulations still apply. The Department of Health doesn’t know who will pay.

3. Stop providing drug take-back/medication collection services to the public.

To discuss continued participation in Safe Medication Return, contact MED-Project at 
washington@med-project.org or 833-MED-PROJECT (833-633-7765). MED-Project will be the 
only department-approved Safe Medication Return operator after June 30, 2026. 

All Inmar Safe Medication Return kiosk locations must make sure medication 
collected for Safe Medication Return is appropriately shipped for destruction 

The last liner in the kiosk prior to decommissioning the Inmar kiosk or changing participation to 
the Inmar private program must be packaged and shipped for destruction. Liners must be 
shipped even if they contain very little medication. Inmar will pay costs associated with this. 

Inmar mailer distributors can offer to continue to distribute mailers 

MED-Project isn’t required to include locations as mailer distributors, but might choose to. 
Contact MED-Project at washington@med-project.org or 833-MED-PROJECT (833-633-7765). 

Inmar mailers can continue to be used to return medication 

People can continue to use Inmar mailers to return medication after June 30, 2026. These 
mailers are preaddressed and prepaid. The medication returned in them will be destroyed in 
compliance with federal requirements. 

Please contact the Department of Health with questions 

SafeMedReturn@doh.wa.gov or 360-236-4698. 

1 The department uses “kiosk” for brevity. “Kiosk” has the same meaning as “collection receptacle” in chapter 69.48 
RCW and cfr 1317. 
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Brief comparison between Safe Medication Return and private take-back programs 

Safe Medication Return 
includes federal and state requirements 

Other programs 
include federal requirements if 

controlled substances are collected 

No cost to kiosk locations 

State law requires drug manufacturers to pay all Safe Medication 
Return costs. 

Manufacturers pay operators and operators pay for kiosks, kiosk 
installation and maintenance, inner liner supplies, and transportation 
and destruction of collected medication. 

Kiosk locations provide floor space for the kiosk and staff time to 
package and ship collected medication. 

Costs vary 

Private programs decide who pays, what 
they pay for, and how much. 

All household over-the-counter and prescription 
medication must be collected. This includes: 

• Controlled and non-controlled substances
• Medication for people and pets
• All forms of medication (pill, tablet, capsule, liquid, ointment,

gel, powder, patch, etc.) 
• Medication in medical devices

Can limit or expand the products 
accepted 

Kiosks must be available for people to use whenever the 
host location is open for business 

• People must be able to deposit medication without requesting
access from staff (kiosk drop-slot must be unlocked) 

• Kiosks must not be locked due to being full (must be managed to
avoid reaching capacity) 

Convenient, consistent access 
might not be required 

Kiosk locations must keep records required by federal law Kiosk locations must keep 
records required by federal law. 
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