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STATE OF WASHINGTON

FILED
DATE: June 01,2026
TIME: 7:53 AM

WSR 26-12-057

Agency: Department of Health - Chiropractic Quality Assurance Commission

X Original Notice

O Supplemental Notice to WSR

O Continuance of WSR

X Preproposal Statement of Inquiry was filed as WSR 25-10-041; or

[0 Expedited Rule Making--Proposed notice was filed as WSR ; or

[J Proposal is exempt under RCW 34.05.310(4) or 34.05.330(1); or

O Proposal is exempt under RCW .

Title of rule and other identifying information: (describe subject) Classification of Chiropractic Procedures and
Instrumentation. The Chiropractic Quality Assurance Commission (commission) is proposing amendments to WAC 246-808-
505, Classification of chiropractic procedures and instrumentation, to eliminate ambiguity and clarify which procedures and
instruments are permitted for clinical use.

Hearing location(s):
Date:

Time:

Location: (be specific)

Comment:

July 9, 2026

9:30 a.m.

Physical location:
Department of Health
Town Center 2

Room 164

111 Israel Road SE
Tumwater, WA 98501

Virtual:
To access the meeting on July 9,
2026 at 9:30 am, go to Join the

meeting how
https://teams.microsoft.com/m

eet/257427532807717?p=xatE
Yn3djuj77F29NI

Meeting ID: 257 427 532 807 71
Passcode: vq3AC3HZ

Dial in by phone

+1 564-999-2000,,761719647#
United States, Olympia

Phone conference ID: 761 719
647#

The commission will hold a hybrid hearing. Attendees
are welcome to attend either in-person at the physical
location or virtual via MS Teams.

Date of intended adoption: July 9, 2026

(Note: This is NOT the effective date)

Submit written comments to:

Name Betty Moe

Address PO Box 47858, Olympia, WA 98504-7858

Email Betty.Moe@doh.wa.gov

Assistance for persons with disabilities:
Contact Betty Moe

Phone 360-764-6251

Fax None
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https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25742753280771?p=xatEYn3djuj77F29Nl
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25742753280771?p=xatEYn3djuj77F29Nl
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fmeet%2F25742753280771%3Fp%3DxatEYn3djuj77F29Nl&data=05%7C02%7CBecky.Mitchell%40doh.wa.gov%7C1fb7aac4926d433796cb08dec016014e%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639159397899643313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nNKiGbTVqigvTNoxawc1i5QhRXD%2B8iMCpI%2FIkgGdoww%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fmeet%2F25742753280771%3Fp%3DxatEYn3djuj77F29Nl&data=05%7C02%7CBecky.Mitchell%40doh.wa.gov%7C1fb7aac4926d433796cb08dec016014e%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639159397899643313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nNKiGbTVqigvTNoxawc1i5QhRXD%2B8iMCpI%2FIkgGdoww%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fmeet%2F25742753280771%3Fp%3DxatEYn3djuj77F29Nl&data=05%7C02%7CBecky.Mitchell%40doh.wa.gov%7C1fb7aac4926d433796cb08dec016014e%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639159397899643313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nNKiGbTVqigvTNoxawc1i5QhRXD%2B8iMCpI%2FIkgGdoww%3D&reserved=0
tel:+15649992000,,761719647

Fax None TTY 711

Other https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/policyreview Email Betty.Moe@doh.wa.gov
Beginning (date and time) The date and time of filing Other None
By (date and time) June 25, 2026 by 11:59 p.m. By (date) June 25, 2026

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules: The commission is
proposing amendments to WAC 246-808-505 Classification of chiropractic procedures and instrumentation.

The commission is proposing amendments to:
¢ Clarify language as to which procedures and instruments are permitted for use by a chiropractor;
¢ Eliminate ambiguous categories, by providing two categories of procedures and instrumentation, (1) “approved”
and (2) “nonapproved”; and
e Permit only procedures and instruments approved by the commission that meet patient safety and evidence-
based standards to be used.

The proposed amendments are necessary to eliminate ambiguous rule language and clarify which procedures and
instruments are permitted for use by chiropractors. The proposed rules categorize procedures and instruments as either
“approved” by the commission or “nonapproved” and clarify that procedures or instruments categorized as “nonapproved”
cannot be used by chiropractors. The commission will update both lists and make them available on the agency website.

Reasons supporting proposal: The current rule, WAC 246-808-505, Classification of chiropractic procedures and
instrumentation, has not been updated since 1996. The commission, under chapter 18.25 RCW, is required to regulate the
competency and quality of professional health care providers under its jurisdiction by establishing, monitoring, and enforcing
consistent standards of practice and discipline, and those rules, policies, and procedures. The proposed language will
eliminate confusion on what instruments and procedures can be used by chiropractors. The commission is proposing rule
changes to better promote the delivery of quality health care to the residents of the state.

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 18.25.005 and 18.25.0171

Statute being implemented: RCW 18.25.005

Is rule necessary because of a:

Federal Law? 0 Yes No
Federal Court Decision? 0 Yes No
State Court Decision? 0 Yes No

If yes, CITATION:

Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal
matters: None

Name of proponent: (person or organization) Chiropractic Quality Assurance Commission
Type of proponent: [ Private. O Public. Governmental.

Name of agency personnel responsible for:

Name Office Location Phone
Drafting Betty Moe 111 Israel Rd SE, Tumwater, WA 98501 360-764-6251
Implementation Betty Moe 111 Israel Rd SE, Tumwater, WA 98501 360-764-6251
Enforcement Betty Moe 111 Israel Rd SE, Tumwater, WA 98501 360-764-6251
Is a school district fiscal impact statement required under RCW 28A.305.135? I Yes No

If yes, insert statement here:

The public may obtain a copy of the school district fiscal impact statement by contacting:
Name
Address
Phone
Fax
TTY
Email
Other
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.25
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.305.135

Is a cost-benefit analysis required under RCW 34.05.3287
Yes: A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting:
Name Betty Moe
Address PO Box 47858, Olympia, WA 98504-7858

Phone 360-764-6251

Fax None
TTY 711
Email Betty.Moe@doh.wa.gov
Other
I No: Please explain:

Regulatory Fairness Act and Small Business Economic Impact Statement
Note: The Governor's Office for Regulatory Innovation and Assistance (ORIA) provides support in completing this part.

(1) Identification of exemptions:

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, may be exempt from requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act (see
chapter 19.85 RCW). For additional information on exemptions, consult the exemption guide published by ORIA. Please
check the box for any applicable exemption(s):

[ This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW 19.85.061 because this rule making is being
adopted solely to conform and/or comply with federal statute or regulations. Please cite the specific federal statute or
regulation this rule is being adopted to conform or comply with, and describe the consequences to the state if the rule is not
adopted.

Citation and description:

] This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt because the agency has completed the pilot rule process
defined by RCW 34.05.313 before filing the notice of this proposed rule.

U This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under the provisions of RCW 15.65.570(2) because it was
adopted by a referendum.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(3). Check all that apply:

O RCW 34.05.310 (4)(b) O RCW 34.05.310 (4)(e)
(Internal government operations) (Dictated by statute)
O RCW 34.05.310 (4)(c) O RCW 34.05.310 (4)(f)
(Incorporation by reference) (Set or adjust fees)
RCW 34.05.310 (4)(d) O RCW 34.05.310 (4)(9)
(Correct or clarify language) ((i) Relating to agency hearings; or (ii) process
requirements for applying to an agency for a license
or permit)

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4). (Does not affect small businesses).

[ This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW

Explanation of how the above exemption(s) applies to the proposed rule: Although many licensees practice within small
businesses, the proposed rules regulate only individual professional standards and do not impose requirements on business
operations, staffing, equipment, or reporting. Also, portions of the amended language in WAC 246-808-505 are exempt under
RCW 34.05.310(4)(d) because they clarify language without changing its effect.

(2) Scope of exemptions: Check one.

The rule proposal: Is fully exempt. (Skip section 3.) Exemptions identified above apply to all portions of the rule proposal.
[ The rule proposal: Is partially exempt. (Complete section 3.) The exemptions identified above apply to portions of the rule
proposal, but less than the entire rule proposal. Provide details here (consider using this template from ORIA):

[ The rule proposal: Is not exempt. (Complete section 3.) No exemptions were identified above.

(3) Small business economic impact statement: Complete this section if any portion is not exempt.

If any portion of the proposed rule is not exempt, does it impose more-than-minor costs (as defined by RCW 19.85.020(2))
on businesses?

] No Briefly summarize the agency’s minor cost analysis and how the agency determined the proposed
rule did not impose more-than-minor costs.

] Yes Calculations show the rule proposal likely imposes more-than-minor cost to businesses and a small business
economic impact statement is required. Insert the required small business economic impact statement here:
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https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.328
mailto:Betty.Moe@doh.wa.gov
https://www.oria.wa.gov/site/alias__oria/934/Regulatory-Fairness-Act-Support.aspx
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=19.85&full=true
https://www.oria.wa.gov/Portals/_oria/VersionedDocuments/RFA/Regulatory_Fairness_Act/RFA-Exemptions.docx
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=19.85.061
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.313
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=15.65.570
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=19.85.025
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=19.85.025
https://www.oria.wa.gov/RFA-Exemption-Table

The public may obtain a copy of the small business economic impact statement or the detailed cost calculations by

contacting:

Name
Address
Phone
Fax
TTY
Email
Other

Date: 05/18/2026
Name: Vanessa Wise, DC, Chair

Title: Chiropractic Quality Assurance Commission

Signature:
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 96-16-074, filed 8/6/96, effective
9/6/96)

WAC 246-808-505 ( (Elassifieation)) Categorization of chiroprac-

t1c procedures and ((1ﬁstfumeﬁtatieﬁ)) 1nstruments (1) ( (Preoeceduress

The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this section un-
less the context clearly reguires otherwise:

(a) "Approved" ((+)) means a procedure or instrument ( (whieh))
that is ((tawght—rvy—=)) authorized by the commission ( (appreoved—ehire—
practie—ecoltege fgr pettent)) for clinigal application ((apd—met—Feor

si+fieatieon)) by chiropractors, con81stent w1th the chiropractic scope
of practice as defined by RCW 18.25.005.

(b) "Nonapproved ((ef—e*perimeﬂta}1+—Aﬁy))" means a procedure or

instrument that does not meet with commission approval and shall not

be used by chiropractors. ((A—prececdure—or—instrument—in—this—<elassi—

(2) The commission shall categorize chiropractic procedures and
instruments as either "approved" or "nonapproved.

(3) The commission shall maintain a ((etassified)) list of chiro-
practlc procedures and ( (imastromentatieon—Th 1 is+—shall—be—made

+fieations)) instruments that are "approved"

P v o
or "nonapproved."

(4) A chiropractor shall not use chiropractic procedures or in-
struments that are categorized by the commission as "nonapproved.

(5) Any person may submit a request to the commission that a chi-
ropractic procedure or instrument be categorized as "approved" or
"nonapproved" by completing and submitting forms supplied by the com-
mission, with any necessary supporting documentation.

(6) When determining whether a chiropractic procedure or instru-
ment be categorized as "approved" or "nonapproved," the commission
will review the submitted forms and supporting documentation, and con-
sider, at a minimum, the following factors:

[ 11 RDS-6962.2



(a) Whether the new procedure or instrument is taught at an ap-
proved chiropractic college( (<))

(b) Whether there is a scientific basis for the new procedure or
instrument ((=)) ;

(c) Whether the procedure or instrument has a direct and positive
relationship to chiropractic care((=)) s

(d) ((comparisen—ef)) The potential ((risk—teo—bernefit—+to—thepa
tient+)) risks of harm to patients compared to the benefits; and

(e) Any other factors identified by the commission ( (may—wish—te
ceonsider)) .

[ 2 ] RDS-6962.2
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