STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

PO Box 47890 | Olympia, Washington 98504-7890
Tel: 360-236-4030| 711 Washington State Relay

June &, 2026

Re: Collaborative- Molecular Epidemiology Listening Sessions

Greetings Honorable Tribal Leaders, Partners, and Professionals:

In accordance with chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and
DOH Consultation and Collaboration Procedure, we invite collaboration to discuss the legal and

ethical concerns about molecular epidemiology and hear your thoughts on how these techniques
can be used in public health responsibly.

We aim to align our practices with community feedback about transparency, informed consent,
and data security and privacy. Community feedback can be found here in the 2022 Community
Engagement Report.

Meeting Type Date and Time Zoom Information

Listening Session #1 Monday July 20,2026 10:00 am —11:30 am | Meeting ID: 826 2902 2692
Passcode: 055931

Listening Session #2 Thursday July 23, 2026 2:00 pm — 3:30 pm Meeting ID: 896 9447 6314
Passcode: 273850

For additional information, please contact Nicole Adams, Molecular Epidemiology Coordinator,
nicole.adams@doh.wa.gov or 360-819-7584 or Candice Wilson, Executive Director, Office of
Tribal Public Health and Relations (OTPHR), at OTPHR(@doh.wa.gov.

Respectfully,

et

Elizabeth Crutsinger-Perry
Assistant Secretary, DCHS, WA-DOH

cc: Dennis E. Worsham, Secretary of Health, WA-DOH
Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, WA-DOH
Kristin Peterson, Chief, Office of Government and Community Affairs, WA-DOH
Candice Wilson—Quatz'tenaut (Lummi), Executive Director, OTPHR, WA-DOH
Nicole Adams, Molecular Epidemiology Coordinator, WA-DOH


https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/state-tribal-relations-centennial-accord/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-08/150225-WAHIVResponsePlanCommunityEngagementReport.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-08/150225-WAHIVResponsePlanCommunityEngagementReport.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82629022692?pwd=geEK1K78UAe76SfPRR5AYMBD8fNkU6.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89694476314?pwd=IXismDBCevKbeTrARKekje1CFubmKa.1
mailto:nicole.adams@doh.wa.gov
mailto:OTPHR@doh.wa.gov
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Why Molecular Epidemiology?

Molecular epidemiology focuses on analyzing patterns in pathogen genome
sequences to understand how those pathogens are moving between people and
communities. These new tools are being used more and more in public health, and
we have received concerns from community about how they intersect with
stigmatizes conditions like HIV and STls.

We want to hear your thoughts on where these techniques fit into our work and how
they can be used in public health responsibly.

What topics will be covered during this listening session?

o Molecular epidemiology techniques used across public health and whether they are appropriate for
governmental public health:
o How can each benefit your community?
o What are the harms of their use?
o Should Washington DOH be using these methods?

o Address key concerns brought up about molecular epidemiology by community members:
o Informed consent
o Transparency and communication
o Data security and privacy

e What is the role of researchers in this work?

e How should WA DOH communicate this work to the public?

Program contact info

Nicole Adams
Molecular Epidemiology Coordinator

nicole.adams@doh.wa.gov
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